The Columns - August 2020

From the Pastor
Dear Church,
When I really need hope, I look to my children. They
are resilient, adaptive, creative, and compassionate.
They wear their masks like fun accessories, and
understand that wearing them is a way to love their
neighbor. They’ve come up with fun ways to
communicate with friends. They’ll say, “Mommy,
take a picture of this and text it to so-and-so’s mom
so they can see what we’re doing.” They drop little
notes off outside the door of a friend down the
street. Every night they listen to a bedtime story
video from their Gramma. Since we are working from
home, they are learning to solve problems as a team,
and ask for help when they can’t figure it out
themselves. They frequently refer to the virus as
“temporary.”
It’s not all perfect, of course. Sometimes the sadness
overcomes them. My youngest just wants to go
shopping; her favorite. My son wants to go to
gymnastics, where his soul sings. My oldest is
responsible to a fault, as if she is single-handedly
responsible for educating her siblings and eradicating
Covid-19 at the same time.
She coined the phrase in our home, “This feels like a
very long temporary.”
I witness many people discussing the emotional and
mental health of children during this time, and I feel
those concerns deep in my bones. The foundation of
my husband’s work with OhioGuidestone revolves
around the emotional and mental health of children
and families, addressing their needs today and
preparing for them tomorrow, so the conversation is
frequent in our home.

In hope, I keep returning to the phrase, “It takes a
village to raise a child” and I recognize that we have
everything we need to support, affirm, and lift up our
babies as they navigate the emotional toll of this
pandemic. It took a village to raise a child in 1905
and it takes a village to raise a child in 2020. I trust
LCC to be the village that will listen to our children
and respond.
It’s not just kids though, right? Adults have the same
set of emotions; we just display and control them
differently. I don’t flop on the floor and scream when
I don’t get my way, but I’ve been known to put my
face in my hands and sob for a while. My oldest
child’s sense of responsibility mimics my own. All
three children wrestle with questions about why God
doesn’t just fix it all, like we might ask ourselves
from time to time. They’re really not so different, and
the emotional and mental health concerns are not so
different across the ages either.
So I return to the phrase and I’ll adapt it for all of us:
“It takes a village to raise a grown-up.” I trust LCC to
be the village that will listen to the needs of this
Body of Christ, and to walk together in faithful
discipleship so that we will grow together in spirit and
community. This village raised grown-ups in 1905
and it is raising grown-ups in 2020. Thanks be to
God. Stay connected. Let us know if you need
support walking the spiritual journey.
With Grace and Gratitude,
Pastor Joanna
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Save the Date: August 23
Drive Thru Blessing in the Beck Center parking lot,
11am-1pm. More information to follow

UPDATE ON COVID AND SURVEY
Offering and Contribution Collection

At this time of virtual services we do not have a set-aside time of offering, so we want to remind you

now that that we do hope that you will continue to fulfill your pledges during this time. Financial gifts are
always welcome, our church feels the call to respond to the needs around us as they arise. Financial
stability allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent, treasure to
further the work of God in our community.
You can do so in the following ways:
Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational Church, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd.,
Lakewood, OH 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank's online bill pay
Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

LCC Office Schedule
The Main Office will be closed Aug. 4- Aug. 7 for vacation. We will
reopen on Monday, Aug. 10 from 9am-12pm, Monday-Thursday. There is
now a mailbox by the West Clifton door for you to drop off mail after
hours. Email/phone messages will be checked remotely.
For Pastoral Care contact: Pastor Sara Cogsil at: Church: (216) 226-8087
Cell: (740) 680-2034 pastorsaracogsil@gmail.com

Music Notes
I know that, for many of us, the sound of the
pipe organ is emblematic of worship. While there
is plenty of beautiful secular organ music, most
organs are found in churches and most of the
music written for the instrument is “Soli Deo
gloria,” dedicated to the glory of God alone, as
Bach put it. There is something about both the
grandeur of the full sound of the organ and also
the poetry of the softest sound sit can make
which seem superbly suited to mirror God’s
omnipresence and omnipotence. I’m sure many
of you miss hearing it in person, and I miss
sharing it with you in person.
That said, the organ is not just a marvelous
instrument; it’s a feat of engineering and
craftsmanship and I suspect a few of you might
be curious to know more about how it works. So
here’s the organ in a nutshell:
In a way, the organ was the world’s first analog
synthesizer - it has the ability to conjure up an
amazing variety and blend of sounds, all of
which are connected to a key or pedal press.
Nearly the instant one presses a key, it enables
sound coming from that key; the moment one
releases it, the sound dissipates fairly quickly. In
that way, it is very different from a piano, which
responds difference depending on with how
much weight a key is pressed and whose sound
sustains longer, especially when the damper
pedal is held down.
How does the organ make sound? It all comes
from moving air…for our church’s Schantz organ,
there is a blower powered by a motor in the
basement, through which air is fed upwards into
the chambers which hold the pipes upstairs.
Before we had harnessed electricity, people
would pump large bellows in order to fuel the
organ; Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris had a
whole crew to do this.

The rich sounds which come from the organ are
affected by how those pipes are fashioned.
There are diapason metal pipes, the bread and
butter of the organ which ring out with its iconic
sound, ranging in size from hulking 16-foot pipes
to dainty 2-footers. There are flute pipes, also
metal, but shaped differently and making a
softer, purer sound. There are the “strings”
(there are no actually strings involved but their
cushioned sound evokes the sound of a string
ensemble), made out of wood. And then there
are pipes with reeds inside: trumpets, oboes,
crumhorns, and clarions; these are the loudest
pipes and the ones which make a joyful noise on
the last verse of hymns; or else they can cut
through the rest of the pipes to bring out a solo
line. They are also the first ones to go out of
tune! It’s an organist’s job to mix and match
those different ranks of pipes to create just the
right sound for a hymn, solo, or accompaniment.
Speaking of tuning, I’m sure you can appreciate
the expertise which goes not just into building
organs but into tuning and maintaining them.
One must be a metalworker, electrician, and
acoustician, and my hat goes off to those who
work on our organ and the many others
throughout the world, often braving hot
chambers, claustrophobic spaces, and heights.
Of course, there is a huge amount to know
about the organ…I’m going to invite anyone who
reads this and has questions based on what I
wrote or otherwise about the organ to e-mail me
at ben@lcc-church.org; I’ll answer them in next
month’s column!
Thanks for reading,
Ben
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Once the air is coming up, a complex system of
electrical circuits and electromagnets determines
which pipes are opened to the air flowing
upwards. Those electromagnets are controlled
by the stops on the console, where I’m sitting. If
one looks under the hood of the console or up
by the pipes, one can see elaborate circuit board
which look as if they come from an old-school
computer. The beauty of it is wedding that
newer technology to organ pipes, which have
been largely similar for hundreds of years.

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:
Hello, LCC families & friends!
There was something special about July. I’m glad I can say that, even in the midst of a pandemic. It’s
because of the amazing families of our church. On June 28th, we launched our first ever virtual Vacation

Bible School, Compassion Camp, and we just wrapped it up on July 30th. Yes, you read that correctly. We
had VBS for a month, not a week. My intention was to have one activity a week for five weeks, but
because of all of the amazing material in our curriculum and the help of so many, especially Jacqueline
Reasor, we ended up offering 4 different experiences each week. It was definitely exhausting, but it was
so special. I’ll give more thank you shout outs, below. What an incredible community we have.
For me, the biggest take-away from Compassion Camp was that compassion helps us to be brave. We
can be brave by showing compassion to others, even when it might be awkward, and we can also be
brave by showing compassion to ourselves by taking care of ourselves and asking for help when we need
it, even when we don’t want to feel weak. Our song from week two, taught to us by Noah Hamrick and
Audrey Warren, was called “Brave Enough.” It went like this…
We are brave enough to love. We are brave enough to show compassion.
We are brave enough to listen and tell the truth. (x2)
We can be brave! We can be brave!
Because we’re filled with love from the bottom of God’s heart, we can be brave!
Our children are learning that God loves them very much and that they can be compassionate,
welcoming, and brave with others, themselves, and the world. I look forward to returning to in-person
VBS some day, but for now, this was pretty great.
Special thanks to our LCC Nursery Care Provider, Jacqueline Reasor, for providing yoga videos
every week and 3 weeks of special activity videos.
Special thanks to Noah Hamrick and Audrey Warren for creating music videos for 5 songs, one for
each week of Compassion Camp.
Special thanks to our youth who created videos to illustrate our scripture each week: Cora
Barcelona, Olivia Diemert, Thomas Tamilio, Jay Tamilio, Helen Fraunfelder, Bridget Katzenberger,
and Shannon Katzenberger.
Special thanks to our youth who helped with completing the coloring pages for the prayer for
each week: Cameron Wereb, Edie Barcelona, and Anna Daso.
Special thanks to all who helped with videos and office support, and to our families for joining us
for this adventure.
You are all incredible. Thank you.
Please reach out to me whenever you need to. I’m here to answer questions, help however I can, or just
to chat.
Walking with you, Rachel Burns
EVERY SUNDAY Be sure to watch Family Faith Formation! On 8/9, Family Faith Formation will be
part of our "virtch" service as we celebrate Compassion Camp and on 8/23 Family Faith Formation
will be part of our special back to school blessing.
Thursday, August 13, 8pm: All incoming 6th-12th graders, come to youth group!!*
Tuesday, August 18, 8pm: All incoming 6th-12th graders, come help us get back to work on
planning for our bike rack!*
Sunday, August 23: All students beginning school, whether virtually or in-person, as well as our
school board, all teachers, staff, and administrators, please be sure to watch our Back to School
Blessing Video and look for news about a special opportunity!
*More info to come on these events, including if they will be virtual or in-person. But, please mark your
calendars! Be sure you are signed up for text alerts and/or in our Facebook group to receive updates.
Info on how to sign up/join is below under “Stay Up To Date.”

Stay Up to Date with all of our happenings for Children, Youth & Families!

Families with children and youth who are active in our church are welcome to join our Facebook group:
Lakewood Congregational Church Children & Youth.
All ages are invited to follow our new Instagram account! @lcc_cyf
Please sign up for text alerts about our children and youth ministry through Remind.
Parents of children in 5th grade or under- send a text to 81010 with this message: @gae42kk
Youth and parents of youth - send a text to 81010 with this message: @ae6g96

We have been enjoying getting to know our new Haynes
Director, Shannon Lubas. She fits right in and is a great
leader. We are grateful to have her!
The Hayne Board is meeting at the beginning of August to
work out plans for the fall. We will communicate those as
soon as we have details to share.

OUTREACH/INREACH NEWS

LCC

We will still be offering our monthly Community Meal on
Thursday, August 6
Thank you again to Susan, Jennifer, Jan, David, Karen
Lee, Frank for helping us to assemble our July take away
meal. Also, thank you to Vicki for the homemade
chocolate chip cookies.

TRINITY LUTHERAN:
Monday, August 3: 6pm
Saturday, August 15: 12pm
Volunteers are needed for two shifts
for each meal.

We had 23 people drive up/walk up and 43 meals were
distributed. Our cost for the meal was $67.85.

TRINITY PANTRY:

Already planning ahead for August 6, 2020. We will be
doing a ham and cheese sandwich, macaroni salad, and
chips with desert donated by Susan Walker and Joanne
Ritschel(we will need 48 individually packaged potions).

Saturday, August 22:
10:00am-12:00pm
Volunteers are welcome between
9:00am-9:30am to help with the
pre-bagging of goods.

We would like volunteers to meet us at 4:30pm to
assemble the meal. Please respond all if you are
interested.
Looking ahead to September-September 3rd-Michael and
I are planning to be out of town(based on Covid-19
status). We will plan, purchase, and put together the
entire meal which would require minimal effort to
complete and distribute by a small group of people. We
would like someone to volunteer to be coordinator for
this month. Please let me know if you would take on this
task.
Thank you again for assisting in this important ministry
for our church and community.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE
AUGUST MEAL STARTING AT 4:30PM

Since the church has been closed for services, we have been unable to collect donations for Hunger
Sundays. If you were previously donating to Hunger Sundays and have the means to continue to give, we
encourage you to make donations to support those with food insecurity. Two local organizations that
could be donated to are the Cleveland Food Bank and the Lakewood Community Service Center.

LCC Meetings/News/EVENTS

JOIN YOUR LCC FAMILY FOR THESE JULY EVENTS
Tuesday, August 4, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Tuesday, August 11, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Tuesday, August 11, 7:30pm: Chris Burns hosts an Hour of Contemporary Worship Music,
on Facebook Live

Thursday, August 13, 7pm: LCC Building Committee
Thursday, August 13, 8pm: Youth Group (6-12 grade)
Tuesday, August 18, 8pm: Youth Bike Rack Planning
Sunday, August 23, 11am-1pm: Drive Thru Blessing and Music (Beck Center Parking Lot)
*E-mail the church office to sign up for these zoom events. office@lcc-church.org

August 23rd
All students beginning school, whether virtually or
in-person, as well as our school board, all
teachers, staff, and administrators, please be sure
to watch our Back to School Blessing Video and
look for news about a special opportunity!

LCC Building Committee

Although we are not currently able to use our beautiful church complex, we want to continue to be good
stewards of the facility. We have decided to move ahead with forming a Building Committee to serve as a
resource to Karen Lee and Pastor Joanna in planning, prioritizing, and budgeting for maintenance of and
improvements to the building.
Our first meeting will be Thursday, August 13 at 7 pm location/zoom TBA. We will about short and longterm goals for the committee.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Michael Fleenor at michaelfleenor@hotmail.com.

Each month, several women in our church family meet for an hour on the second Saturday of the month
at 9 am. Many of us have been doing this for year but we also have folks come and go. One of us plans a
discussion topic but the hour is also spent talking about what's happening in our lives and many times,
how our faith plays a part in that. We end the hour with prayer. It's very diverse group age wise - we
have 20 somethings and 60 somethings and a lot in between.
We will be meeting on Saturday, August 8, 9 am via Zoom.
There's no preparation needed and any if any of you would like to join us please RSVP for the email link.
We'd love to get to know you better at Second Saturday. Join us!

RSVP FOR SECOND SATURDAY

The LCC Friends Circle is open to all women in the Church.
Here are some activities we’ve planned for 2020:
We have more events* planned, with dates to be
determined:
September: Picnic at Clifton Beach
October: Jewelry making class with Jen Murray
November: Movie Night at the Footes’
December: Christmas Party
*Covid permitting.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS
For those who enjoy reading the daily devotionals from
"The Upper Room", you can read them online. If you would like to
pick up a hard copy they are available in the office.
UPPER ROOM

ADVENTURES IN READING
Well. . . What to plan! Adventures in Reading will probably take its lead

from the church regarding “in person” gatherings. One option our group
has considered is gathering outside with our lawn chairs and
social
distancing - some still might consider that risky. We have held two zoom
meetings just to keep up connections, but not everyone is comfortable
with zooming. Westlake Porter Library (where we meet) is open but not
allowing meetings or meeting rooms to be used at this time as of July
28. We need to stay connected even if we aren’t physically together, so
let’s email, phone, write a note, or even take an occasional (safe) walk
with each other.
After 4+ months of physical distancing we can get tired of all the
precautions, but we must remember that until there is a vaccine we are all
still vulnerable. The books will always be fun to discuss, but let’s keep our
connections a priority until we are comfortable with plans. Even the
schools are challenged in deciding their options. Have faith that there will
be an end to the physical distancing.
In the meantime, keep the connections, keep reading, and keep praying.
Blessings,
Kathy MacDougall

Our annual LCC Paver Brick Sale
(for the Centennial Garden) will
begin June 1 and orders will be
due by September 1, 2020. Look
for more information and order
forms in the June Columns.

Don't forget to let the church
office know if you want yourself
or someone else prayed for by
the LCC Prayer Chain.
Good Health and Peace to
everyone in our church family at
this stressful time.

Our puzzle exchange has moved
back to church! Stop by during
office hours (Mon-Thur, 9amNoon) to add to the collection or
borrow puzzles. You can also
check out our books on display to
add to your summer reading!

Ellie Humphreys
Ellen Tudron
Melissa Parlanit
Evelyn D'Agostino
Peter Humphreys
Nancy Herdman
Karen Lee
Keith Smith
Judy Leatherman
Dee Baker
Tim Hampton
Laura Blesse-Hampton
Amy Lardi
Shawn Warren

Sean Kwiatkowski
Tom Clark
Robert Paraska
Kay Galloway
Joe Daso
Anastasia Lardi
Virginia Hancock
Chelsea Payne
Chris Burns
Bill Fraunfelder
Michael March
Miles Parlanti Klein
Beth Clark
Drew Sheldon

DOWNLOAD ORDER
FORM

Jeff Parker
John Komperda
David Diemert
Scott Suttell
Benjamin Borell
Tim Daso
Ann Wright
Mark Stockman
Melissa Diemert
Brad Humphreys
Donna McClaren
Edison Belisto
Amy Smith
Melissa Armstrong-Brine

July Anniversaries
Rob & Emma Barcelona
Michelle & Cliff Bender
Jim & Nancy Gibbs
Earl Gottieb & Jerri McGinnis
John & Debi Kasper
Doug & Kathy MacDougall

Aubrey & Matthew Shearn
Matthew & Amy Smith
David & Liz Spahr
John & Kim Taylor
Lea Ann & Shawn Whitney

August Anniversaries
Brent & Shannon Basile

Tim Hampton & Laura Blesse-Hampton

Brad & Kristen Humphreys
Rachel & Chris Burns
Christopher & Amy Lardi
Chris & Amy Kemp
Michael & Peggi Mizen
John & Patti Komperda

Aaron & Carrie Hill
Darren & Missy Toms
Steven & Kathy Ott
Lou & Karen Forte
John & Amy Pyke III

