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Breathing in The Great Commission 
Celebrating Graduates 

 

 
 

Day by day, day by day,  

O, dear Lord, three things I pray:  
to see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly,  

follow Thee more nearly, day by day. 

 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus 

came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’  
Matthew 28:16-20 

 These are the final verses in the Gospel according to Matthew. Jesus, in a post-

resurrection appearance, commissions the disciples. He implores them to make disciples 
everywhere they go. They are commissioned to act, witness, care, and serve in the 

name of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  
 
While these verses are not difficult to memorize, they are difficult to live. Jesus is 

seeking disciples, people who say “YES” to following Jesus. Discipleship is a long-term, 
day by day commitment. It is following the commandments that Jesus articulated: ‘”You 

shall the love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the laws 

and the prophets.’ (Matthew 22:36-40). Discipleship is foundational; it’s not an add-on 
option. YES is life-changing, God-serving, Spirit-calling, and Jesus-living. 

 
And, we are not alone in our discipleship journey. Jesus commissioned a community of 

disciples. While the faith journey is a layering of personal daily decisions, Jesus knew 
that we needed each other. We need a shoulder for rest and for tears, ears for listening, 
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someone holding us accountable, people to join us in prayer and to pray for us, 
communities where we can serve and be served, where we are challenged and 

comforted, where we can hear the Word and experience our soul expanding, where 
music and God meet in phrases and tones, where we enjoy watching children grow and 

mature, where we celebrate marriage and births, baptism and communion, and where 
we celebrate a life lived in Christ when a soul returns home. 
 

Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.    

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 Discipleship is challenging and the Spirit often 
places us outside our comfort zone. The following two 
links are a film and a sermon written and delivered by 

the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, pastor of Trinity UCC in 
Chicago. Both messages are hope-filled and hard to 

hear. They are a call to action, a call to discipleship, and 
a call to be Christ’s hands and feet - now. 
 

Please listen with a receptive heart. Systemic racism is 
pervasive and there is a place for you, wherever you 
answer God’s call.  Some choices include: a contribution 

and/or volunteering at a local nonprofit, public policy 
advocacy, education, healthcare, city planning, early 

childhood care and education, housing, nutrition, public transportation, hiring practices, 
criminal justice reform, corporate training and Board selection, college admissions, 

mentoring, lending and credit policies, green spaces and creating healthy environments. 

Requiem for Ahmaud Arbery, May 17, 2020:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6985UG0Z3k 

Special Message following the death of George Floyd, May 31, 2020: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_dNzYifsow 

 The Gospel of Matthew connects the dots so 
beautifully. The Gospel begins with “an account of the 

genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham” and ends with our verses today. I like that 
Abraham is at the beginning of the Gospel and that 

Matthew ends with Jesus telling the disciples to “Go 
therefore,” “obey everything that I have commanded 

you” and that “I am with you always.” We have been 
hearing variations on this theme since God made a 
covenant with Abraham, saying that if he obeyed what 

God commanded, then he could look at the night sky and 
know that his descendants would be as plentiful as the 

stars in heaven. Jesus connected the ancient Hebrew 
scriptures with himself and passed the baton to his disciples and to us.  Through the 

entire arc of faith, God has been, is, and always will be present. 

For everyone, but especially the graduates: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6985UG0Z3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_dNzYifsow
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Imagine the sanctuary, balcony and choir loft filled with people. Imagine yourself in 
the front raised area, between the pulpit and lectern. Most members and friends sit in 

the same general area, so you can imagine them in their spot. One group at a time, 
they are asked to stand if, within the past 18 years, any line applies to them: 

o Family 

o Friends 
o Nursery caregivers 

o Preschool & kindergarten faith formation teachers 
o 1st – 5th grade faith formation teachers 
o Middle and high school youth leaders 

o Confirmation leaders 
o Mission trip or Homeless Stand Down leaders 

o Purchaser of anything at any youth fundraiser 
o Attended a concert or sports event because they knew you 
o Attended, directed, played an instrument, or helped with a youth musical 

o Sang in a choir or shared musical talent during worship 
o Preached or read scripture 

o Ushered, greeted or prepared the social time 
o Helped maintain the church’s building and grounds 
o Served on church staff 

o Served in a church leadership position 
o Supported LCC financially 

o Prayed for LCC 
o The last group are those people, maybe visitors, who are willing to pray for you, 

today.  

Everyone who is able to stand will be standing. 

Remember this image. These are the people who have been loving, caring, praying, and 
supporting you from the moment you walked through the doors at LCC. Whether you 
were baptized at LCC as an infant, joined during confirmation or are new, you are part 

of a large family who loves you and who will continue to stand with you. The people 
standing are your stars, the lights connecting the ancient faith story from creation 

through kings, poets, and prophets to Jesus, disciples, apostles, and saints. They have 
chosen to be faith action-figures, bringing their understanding of discipleship to you. 
You have been, are, and will continue to be a blessing to us and our hope is that we 

have been, are, and will continue to be a blessing to you. May our discipleship journeys 
intersect frequently. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

 

 This song by Randy Rothwell, Prepare Me To Be A Sanctuary, was released in 
1993. There are many discipleship hymns, but this chorus is not difficult to learn and 
you can carry the tune easily as you move throughout your day. It is a prayer and it 

functions well as a mental and spiritual reset button. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=237&v=3Mr-

QU2Eiig&feature=emb_logo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=237&v=3Mr-QU2Eiig&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=237&v=3Mr-QU2Eiig&feature=emb_logo
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Chorus 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I'll be a living 
Sanctuary for You. 

 
It is you, Lord who came to save the heart and soul of 
everyone. 

It is you Lord who knows my weakness, who gives me 
strength, with thine own hand. 

 
Chorus 

 
Lead me on, Lord, from temptation, 

purify me from within. 
Fill my heart with your Holy Spirit. 

Take away all my sin. 
 
Chorus 

Images and References: 

Rainbow over Cleveland: image used with permission from Susan Walker, photographer. 

Day by Day: Words: attributed to Richard of Chichester, 13th century. Music: Stephen 
Schwartz, 1971. Chalice hymnal, #599. 

Bonhoeffer quote:  The Cost of Discipleship (1937), page 64. 

Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III: https://religionnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/webRNS-

Requiem-Arbery1-051820-807x538.jpg 

Stars: https://cdn.britannica.com/38/111338-050-D23BE7C8/Stars-NGC-290-Hubble-Space-
Telescope.jpg 

Rainbow framed by a rock formation: 
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/36/a9/f6/36a9f626b0d85e7dacc0221abf603016.jpg 


