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Messages from your Executive Team
“We are living in unprecedented times.” I hear this
phrase, or a variation thereof, at least daily. I can’t
deny that we find ourselves in a situation none of us
have ever faced before. The Covid-19 virus has taken
far too many lives, caused enormous financial
hardships, separated loved ones, and shut down
virtually all the activities we love. It’s forcing us to
rethink how we live and work, and yes, even
worship.
What is NOT unprecedented, though, is the strength
and adaptability of the LCC community. Since we
stopped worshipping together in person during
March, our staff and members have rallied with
creative ideas to ensure that we stay connected and
continue to move forward with the work of the
church.
As a 30+-year member of LCC, I can proudly state
that I’m not the least bit surprised. I’ve seen our
church members struggle with serious problems and
work together to overcome them. This time,
although challenging, will be no different. We’re
already finding new ways to “stay together while
staying apart”, and I’d like to highlight just a few
here.
Although we’re not meeting in person at this time,
many of our group activities continue. The Executive
Team met in April via Zoom, and continues to
connect using a new online tool called Slack. It
allows us to have large and small-group
conversations, share documents and get quick
feedback from each other. The Diaconate has set up
a program to call members who live alone or aren't
able to easily connect online or through social
media. The McClaren Study Group, God In Our Lives
and Second Saturday have their discussions on
Zoom, and the prayer shawl ministry carries on with
folks knitting at home.
Our monthly Community Meal, as well as Trinity’s
food program, have become even more important
during this time of financial hardship. LCC quickly

At LCC, “social distancing” does not mean the end of
socializing and fellowship; things just look a little
different now. Sunday morning coffee hour has
moved online to Facebook Live, and members and
visitors can share their comments with each other on
the chat board. The choirs meet every Thursday
night via Zoom to chat, listen to music and share
their talents in virtual jam sessions. A number of our
members have hosted fun activities online for
Monday Fun Days, including trivia nights, a camp
sing-along, and a Star Wars event.
Our children and youth stay connected online with
game times, chats, confirmation classes, and much
more. Offline, they’ve enjoyed physical activities such
as Flag Tag, which made the participating families
feel involved and special. There will also be activities
to look forward to this summer, such as a virtual
Vacation Bible School.
Even though we’re staying connected, please
remember that some of our members may be
struggling financially due to a job loss, reduced pay
or some other related issue. The LCC Coronavirus
Assistance Fund is available to help in these
situations, and continues to accept donations, if
you’re able.
The most important thing for us to remember, I
believe, is that we can be together as a church family
even when we’re being remote. Join in on an activity
when you’re able. (There’s a list of June events in
this edition of The Columns.) Write a note or make a
phone call to our members who need to stay
home. Attend our virtual church service each week
and hear wonderful music, an inspirational sermon
and prayers that remind us we’re not alone and that

adapted to the new reality by preparing prepackaged
To Go meals which are distributed in the parking
lot. It might be a ham sandwich, chips, fruit and a
cookie or a warm casserole and homemade brownies
in a bag, but it means a lot to the guests who used
to join us in person for dinner and companionship. To
increase awareness of the new distribution model,
outdoor signs were created that advertise the meal
pickup’s specific date and time.

give us the strength to know we’ll be back together
again at the appropriate time. Until then, please stay
safe and calm, and know that God, LCC and its
wonderful and caring members have your back.
Sincerely, Jan Young
Moderator

Download Letter

New Pastor-Parish Relations Committee
Greetings from the newly formed Pastor-Parish
Relations Committee, or PPRC. We thought we would
introduce ourselves, so you know who we are, why
we are, and what we do. If this committee sounds
familiar, it is because while working with Pastor
Joanna last year, the LCC Administrative Board tried
to morph into a version of a PPRC. However, given
the constitutionally outlined tasks for the Admin
Board, it was a transition that proved to be
extremely challenging and quite simply, not the right
fit.
Pastor Joanna spoke with the Living Waters
Association Minister, Rev. Nayiri Karjian, and the LCC
Personnel and Executive Teams about the formation
of a new PPRC at the beginning of the year. The
intentional step to create a Pastor-Parish Relations
Committee on a one-year trial basis at Lakewood
Congregational Church was made in March. Five
congregation members accepted the request to join
the committee: Emma Petrie Barcelona, Stephanie
Fries, Thom Geist, Michael Komperda, and Peter
Kuhn. The committee has been meeting monthly (via
ZOOM) since that time to speak with Pastor Joanna
and connect with her regarding her ideas and
concerns with the ministry of the church.
What exactly is a Pastor-Parish Relations Committee,
and why have one at LCC? The basic definition is
that it is a small group of people (usually around 5)
who meet regularly with the pastor to help foster
healthy relationships between them and the
congregation. It is a listening body, providing support
to the pastor, but it is not a personnel team, nor a
decision-making or evaluative body in any way.

According to A Sure Foundation: Resources for the
Relationship Between Pastors and Congregations
published in 2018 by the Ministerial Excellence,
Support & Authorization (MESA) Ministry Team,
United Church of Christ:
The Pastoral Relations Committee is a
standing committee in a congregation, with
the purpose of supporting a healthy
relationship between the pastor and
congregants in order to enhance the
effectiveness of the church’s ministry.
The committee serves in two primary ways:
1) as an advisory group to the pastor:
sharing ideas, dreams, expectations, and
concerns of the congregation with the
pastor; and 2) as a support group for the
pastor’s leadership: interpreting roles,
functions, boundaries, opportunities, and
needs of the pastor to the congregation.
The goal of a Pastoral Relations Committee is
to promote faithful, shared ministry between
the pastor and the congregation.
Members of the committee act both as a sounding
board for the pastor – helping to process hopes and
aspirations – in addition to keeping a pulse on the
hopes and aspirations of the church. Pastor Joanna
had a PPRC in her last church setting, and it was a
healthy way to discuss her dreams, ideas, and
challenges. It made sense that something that was
so beneficial in the past, plus something that is
recommended and encouraged by the UCC, might be
implemented at Lakewood Congregational Church.
If you have any questions or concerns with regard to
the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, please feel
free to contact any of us.
Be well!
E
 mma, Stephanie, Thom, Michael, and Peter

Download Letter

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:
Hello, LCC families & friends!
Summer break is here! Sooner than many of us
expected and definitely not in the way that any
of us expected! We’re all getting pretty good at
expecting the unexpected, aren’t we?
I’m so excited to announce that even though we
will not have VBS in the traditional sense this
summer, we are going to have an athome/virtual twist to VBS- “Compassion Camp:

We will have two Parent Chats in June where
we will discuss the book. It’s not required to
read the book to participate in the Parent
Chats, but I think that if you decide to read the
book, you’ll be glad that you did. Bless This
Mess is described as “A witty, compelling guide
to raising open-minded and morally grounded
kids in these crazy times, with an approach
that’s rooted in science, psychology, and

Be loved. Be kind. Be you.” This program will
be fun for the whole family! To spread out the
fun and lighten the load for families, we will be
stretching Compassion Camp out through 5
weeks rather than 5 days in a row. The theme
is compassion for others, ourselves, and the
world.
As we look around the world, what becomes
clearer each day is our deep need for
compassion - now more than ever. Compassion
Camp’s goal is to build compassion for each
other, ourselves, and the world. Using our
weekly themes and scriptures, we will examine
different places in our lives where we can build
compassion. I hope that all of our families are
able to participate! Youth in middle school and
high school and adults will have opportunities
to help with Compassion Camp. Please e-mail
me to let me know of your interest in helping.
For more information and dates, see the
Compassion Camp section of this newsletter.
I’m also excited to encourage all parents to join
in reading Bless This Mess, by Reverend Molly
Baskette and Ellen O’Donnell, Phd.
Reverend Baskette visited LCC last fall to speak
about her book and have a Q&A session. Many of
us attended and agreed that she is very
relatable and full of helpful wisdom. Sometimes
parents can feel alone, especially during the
current pandemic, so I encourage parents to
join in discussions about the book and about
parenting in general.

faith.” There is more information about our
upcoming Parent Chats later on in this
newsletter.
Friends, our lives have been turned upside
down, flopped from side to side, and flipped
inside out. But, despite all of this turning,
flipping, and flopping, the love of God has
remained steady. I hope that you have felt that
love and that you are carrying hope strongly in
your hearts. You aren’t alone, we have a family
of faith that is growing stronger every day. Stay
connected with each other, join our virtual
activities, watch 'Virtch' (virtual church) and
Family Faith Formation. We will get through
this together.
At the beginning of the Family Faith Formation
videos, we say together “I’m here. You’re here.
God is here.” Then, I light a candle and
encourage you to light a candle, too. The
candles represent God’s presence with us and
when we have our candles lit at the same time,
it helps us feel like our hearts are together,
even if we aren’t in the same room. I describe
that each week, and I truly believe it. Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, our hearts are
together.
Please reach out to me whenever you need to.
I’m here to answer questions, help however I
can, or just to chat.
Walking with you,
Rachel Burns

To be sure you don't miss anything and to stay connected, check out the events listed
here and see the 'Stay Up To Date' section below

STAY UP TO DATE WITH CYF MINISTRIES:DOWNLOAD for June's
CYF Ministries Schedule of Events
Support Resources for Families: Download

Vacation Bible School
Compassion Camp, a new twist to Vacation Bible School

VBS Schedule Download

In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, we are offering an at-home/virtual
VBS: Compassion Camp: Be Loved. Be Kind. Be You. This program will be
fun for the whole family! To spread out the fun and lighten the load for
families, we will be stretching Compassion Camp out through 5 weeks
rather than 5 days in a row.
The theme is compassion for others, ourselves, and the world. The Family
Faith Formation videos throughout the weeks of Compassion Camp will be
based on the weekly themes and scriptures. In addition, there will be
mid-week live sessions. A more detailed schedule will be coming soon,
but you can get an idea of what it will look like below. If you need to miss
1 or 2 weeks, that’s ok! You will still be welcome to be a part of
Compassion Camp the weeks when you are available.
Compassion Camp is geared toward children in pre-school through 5th
grade grads. Adults and youth in middle and high school who would like
to help out, please e-mail Rachel with your interest! Volunteering this
year will be very different, but still very important.
Registration will be required for Compassion Camp and will open in early

June. The link for registration will be in the CYF Facebook group and will
be sent out through e-mail and Remind (see Stay Up To Date, below, to
sign up for Remind).

Compassion Camp Schedule (Times TBA)
Session
Session
Session
Session
Session

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:

6/28 Video, 7/1 Live Session(s)
7/5 Video, 7/8 Live Session(s)
7/12 Video, 7/15 Live Session(s)
7/19 Video, 7/22 Live Session(s)
7/26 Video, 7/29 Live Session(s)

Confirmation Sunday will be postponed to a later date
(to be scheduled) and we will be continuing events for
our Ketchup Confirmation Class. Even though this class
will have a later Confirmation Sunday, we still plan to
begin the next Confirmation class (Conf. Class of 2021)
this coming fall which will put us back on our every
other year schedule. Our current 6th and 7th graders
(and older, if applicable) will be invited to join the
incoming class in the fall. We realize this may be
confusing. Please reach out to Joanna or Rachel with
questions.
Next Ketchup Confirmation Class: Sun., June 28th, 7pm
on zoom (no need to sign up).

Have you been watching the Family Faith Formation
videos? Since our church family can’t currently gather
together, we are offering faith formation videos each
week. The videos are geared toward children and
youth, but they could be enjoyed by all ages. Families
are especially encouraged to watch the videos
together. You’ll find ideas to talk about and activities to
do together. Harold, the cat, has been joining in most
of the videos and he’s quite the character. Look for the
videos on Saturdays or Sundays along with our church
service and message from Rev. Joanna. Videos are on
the church’s YouTube page and also posted to
Facebook.
For 5 weeks, beginning June 28th, our Family Faith
Formation videos will be focused on our weekly themes
for Compassion Camp, our VBS alternative.

OUTREACH/INREACH NEWS

LCC

TRINITY LUTHERAN:

We will still be offering our monthly
Community Meal on Thursday, June 4.
The Mizens have contacted their team to
create a prepackaged To-Go Meal.
Preparation will be from 3:30-5:00pm.
Serving will be from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the
parking lot.

Monday, June 1: 6pm
Saturday, June 20: 12pm
Volunteers are needed for two shifts for each
meal.
TRINITY PANTRY: Saturday, June 27:
10:00am-12:00pm and volunteers are
welcome between 9:00am-9:30am to help
with the pre-bagging of goods.

Thanks to the team for continuing this
important ministry.

Hunger Sundays/Food Bank Support
Since the church has been closed for services, we have been unable to collect donations for Hunger
Sundays. If you were previously donating to Hunger Sundays and have the means to continue to give,
we encourage you to make donations to support those with food insecurity. Two local organizations
that could be donated to are the Cleveland Food Bank and the Lakewood Community Service Center.

LCC Meetings/News/EVENTS

JOIN YOUR LCC FAMILY FOR THESE JUNE EVENTS
Tuesday, June 2, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Thursday, June 3,12pm: Sermon Lunch Chat, led by Paul Pierce on zoom.*
Sunday, June 7, 11am: Coffee Hour on Facebook Live
Tuesday, June 9, 8:30pm: Parent’s Chat (more info in the CYF section of this
newsletter)
Wednesday, June 10, 7pm: God in Our Lives on zoom.*
Sunday, June 14, 11am: Coffee Hour on Facebook Live
12pm: Sermon Lunch Chat, led by Paul Pierce on zoom.*
Monday, June 15, 7pm: Monday Funday on Facebook Live
Tuesday, June 16, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
Sunday, June 21, 11am: Coffee Hour on Facebook Live
Tuesday, June 23, 8:30pm: Parent’s Chat
Wednesday, June 24, 7pm: God in Our Lives on zoom.*
Sunday, June 28, 11am: Coffee Hour on Facebook Live
Monday, June 29, 7pm: Monday Fun Day on Facebook Live
Tuesday, June 30, 7pm: Book Talk, We Make the Road by Walking
*E-mail the church office to sign up for these zoom events. office@lcc-church.org
Join us for Coffee Hour every Sunday at 11 am on Facebook

DOWNLOAD THE MONTH'S CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday Fundays Hosts Needed
We’re looking for hosts for our June/July Monday Fundays!
We’ve had sing-a-longs, game nights and theme parties so far. Do
you and your family have something you’d like to share either as a
FaceBook Live or a ZOOM event? It could be a chat like one of our
previous events or anything you else you could dream up. The LCC
office can assist you in setting these up. Share your ideas! Share
your talents! It’s a fun way to connect with our LCC family during
this time of distancing.
If you’re interested please contact the church office.
Thanks! LCC Office

The Haynes Board is excited to introduce the new Director of Haynes
Nursery School, Shannon Lubas! Please read Shannon’s letter and learn
more about how she will be such a wonderful addition to our LCC staff.


Shannon Lubas
Letter

Haynes has successfully wrapped up their 2019-2020 school year. Just
as other schools did, Haynes completed their classes virtually. Our
amazing teachers really stepped up to help all of the students and
families continue to learn and grow together and feel the loving support
of the HNS family. Our new director, Shannon Lubas, is working with the
Board and other area preschool directors to develop plans for what HNS
will be like in the fall.

Each month, several women in our church family meet for an hour on the second Saturday of the month
at 9 am. Many of us have been doing this for year but we also have folks come and go. One of us plans
a discussion topic but the hour is also spent talking about what's happening in our lives and many
times, how our faith plays a part in that. We end the hour with prayer. It's very diverse group age wise
- we have 20 somethings and 60 somethings and a lot in between.
We will be meeting on Saturday, June 13, 9 am via Zoom. There's no preparation needed and any if
any of you would like to join us please RSVP for the email link.
We'd love to get to know you better at Second Saturday. Join us!

RSVP FOR SECOND SATURDAY

God in Our Lives:

God in Our Lives began many years ago as a Lenten series.
Members shared their faith journeys and talked about the path
that led to LCC. We learned if religion was a part of someone's

Wednesday, June 10,
7pm: Jan Young
Wednesday, June 24,
7pm: TBA
RSVP

early story, if they fell away from church and/or what made
them stay or brought them back. We found out how we are
different and how we are the same. The presenter speaks for
about 30 minutes and then answers questions or takes
comments.
During this time of social distancing, it seemed like a good time
to revisit this program and connect with others at LCC. On
Wednesday, June 10 at 7pm, Jan Young will share her faith
journey with us via Zoom. If you are interested, please RSVP and
a link will be emailed to you.
Please Join Us!

ADVENTURES IN READING
CALLING ALL READERS
Our book club gatherings will be cancelled
until we are safe to resume meeting.
We are still gathering titles of books to read and discuss for our next
season of book club. Gathering in the fall may take a different form.
Our cozy little room at Porter Library doesn't seem like a good option
at this point. Perhaps spreading out in the church parlor of gathering
with folding chairs outside (weather permitting) will be a possibility.
Let's be creative and flexible, and if staying home is the best for us, we will do that. Zoom meetings can
happen for those comfortable with technology - even if we just do it for a check in to say "hi". At this
point, a June restaurant meal sounds appealing but not practical. It will happen when we can be safe.
Keep reading and be patient. This time will pass.
Blessings, Kathy MacDougall

The LCC Friends Circle is open to all women in
the Church. Here are some activities we’ve
planned for 2020:
Thursday, June 4: We’ll volunteer as a group for
the LCC Community Meal and would love help
with set up, service and clean up.
We have more events planned, with dates to be
determined:
Summer: Scrapbooking event at Eliza
Jennings
September: Picnic at Clifton Beach
October: Jewelry making class with Jen
Murray
November: Movie Night at the Footes’
December: Christmas Party
Special thanks to Judy Foote, Paula Deal, Joanellen Hurley, Jan Young, Kay Galloway, and Patti
Komperda for sharing a very special winter afternoon scrapbooking and hot coca/cookies
afternoon with our friends at Eliza Jennings Nursing Care facility. Look for a summer date to
finish our Seasons Book!

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
In January we had the privilege to visit the Holy Land.
It was inspiring and life changing in many ways. Here
are our reflections and pictures that helped shape this
wonderful experience. You can access it on the church
website on the LCC YouTube page.
We welcome your questions or comments.
John Kasperjohn@yahoo.com 440-554-0237 cell

Michael Michael_Kspr@yahoo.com

440-554-0838 cell

Walking in the Footsteps

PRAYER SHAWL
We are happy to tell you that we have
delivered 15 prayer shawls to date! Many
have found comfort and joy during a difficult
time and appreciate being thought about by
their church family.
If you have somebody in mind that you think
would benefit from the gift of a shawl, feel
free to contact Debi Kasper 440-554-8798.
The Prayer Shawl group is hoping to meet
later this spring/summer depending on the
group gathering restrictions. Email the office
if you want to be included on further
information.

Our annual LCC Paver Brick Sale (for the
Centennial Garden) will begin June 1 and orders
will be due by September 1, 2020. Look for more
information and order forms in the June
Columns.

Don't forget to let the church office know if you
want yourself or someone else prayed for by the
LCC Prayer Chain.
Good Health and Peace to everyone in our church
family at this stressful time.

DOWNLOAD ORDER FORM

Congratulations to our LCC Grads
College: Paula Atfield
Maggie Kemp
Matthew March
Lindsay Roberts
Bély Stockman
High School: Ella Atfield
Sarah Clark
Skye Crone
Audrey Gray
Isaac Humphreys
Laura Kressler

Graduate Biographies

Kallie Mitchell
Mariana Stockman

Penn Stephens
Jack Touhey
Michael Komperda
Aubrey Shearn
Lilly Germaine
John Blasko
Stan Shaw
Lisa Blasko
David Mechenbier
Suzie D'Agostino
Edie Barcelona

Anna Hampton
Charles Amen
Charlie Olivo
Ruby Fraunfelder
Ann Brockman
Laura Germaine
Clara McGuan
Patti Komperda
Harry Brockman
Jennifer Touhey

Richard & Judy Foote
David & Melissa Diemert
James & Nancy Werts
Clay & Mona Atfield
Tom & Beth Clark
Bill & Ceil Dorsch
Tom & Jennifer Touhey

David & Virginia Baker
Mike & Jane Brady
Cliff & Linda Brockman
David & Kelly Amen
Kim & Nora Katzenberger
Claire & Gene Stair
Mike & Sarah Banyasz

Offering and Contribution Collection
At this time of virtual services we do not have a set-aside time of offering, so we want to remind you
now that we do hope that you will continue to fulfill your pledges during this time. Financial gifts are
always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the needs around us as they arise.
Financial stability allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent,
treasure to further the work of God in our community.
You can do so in the following ways:
Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational Church,
1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

LCC Office Schedule
During this time of social distancing the office
will be staffed from 9am-12pm, MondayThursday.
Email and phone messages will be checked
throughout the day remotely.

