The Columns - April 2020
From Your Pastor

Dear Church,
I'm so grateful for you. I don't know a way that
a community of people could respond more
graciously to this pandemic than we have at
Lakewood Congregational Church. I see you all
out there sending cards and making phone calls,
learning new technologies, singing hymns and
taking Holy Communion in your homes. I see
you practicing physical distancing while getting
to know people in our church in new ways. I
see you maintaining your financial contributions
in whatever way you can. I see your hearts
opening up to God’s work in your lives.
If you notice the faith-filled dedication of our
staff and lay leadership, you are only seeing the
tip of the iceberg. Their love for our church
runs deep and radiates in everything they do,
and we are bursting at the seams with
blessings.
I hope you have had the opportunity to
“attend” our worship services on YouTube. If
not, I really encourage you to give it a try. I
think you’ll be surprised by how connected you
feel. Last week I convinced my 99 year old
Great Aunt to watch her church (Lakewood
UMC) online. She said she wasn’t going to do it,
but I pushed her a little to try it “just once.”
LUMC has been the church of her heart for
decades and when she finally “arrived” she felt
at home and at peace. I have heard the same
from members of our church. God enters in;
barriers don’t keep God out. We miss each

Last week, in a joint effort with Trinity
Lutheran Church, we appointed an Advisory
Team to facilitate conversations about
regathering. This team is made up of Amy Daso
(LCC), Laura Blesse-Hampton (LCC), Katie
Stadler (Trinity), and Steve Fesko (Trinity).
They are people with both medical and
strategic wisdom. We will look to this team
when making decisions about large-group
worship, small group meetings, small weddings
and funerals, and any other gathering in our
building for the foreseeable future. I cannot
emphasize enough how important it is that we
approach this time with consistency and clarity.
We need all small groups on the same page, so
please discuss your regathering plans with a
member of the Executive Team or staff before
scheduling or planning.
To that end, we are also following the
recommendations of the Heartland Conference
(heartlanducc.org) and the Living Water
Association (https://livingwaterone.org) of the
United Church of Christ. We will not gather
during May, and possibly beyond. Every day we
have updated scientific information and a
better understanding of what needs to happen
next. I don’t like making these decisions and I
don’t like being apart, but I am deeply aware of
our call as Disciples of the Risen Christ to
protect the lives of the most vulnerable. That
calling is at the heart of every decision we will
make for our community. Please continue
praying for us all, and continue to reach out to
people in our church to build connections.

other deeply, and yet are so grateful for the
opportunities
provided
to
us
through
technology.

With Grace and Peace,
Pastor Joanna
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Offering and Contribution Collection
At this time of virtual services we do not have a set-aside time of offering, so we want to remind you
now that we do hope that you will continue to fulfill your pledges during this time. Financial gifts are
always welcome, and our church feels the call to respond to the needs around us as they arise.
Financial stability allows us to do so more effectively. So, let us give generously of our time, talent,
treasure to further the work of God in our community.
You can do so in the following ways:
Writing and mailing a check to Lakewood Congregational Church,
1375 W. Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Texting STEWARD to 44-321
Sending a gift through your bank’s online bill pay
Call the church office at (216) 221-9555 to discuss other options

Music Notes: Ben Malkevitch
For all of us, recent times have been a test of
our adaptability, as we try to keep on doing
what we both love to do and must do in life.
How do we work when we can’t go in to work?
How do we help our children learn when they
can’t go to school? How do we spend time with
those we care about most when we often can’t
be in the same room as them? I don’t hesitate
to say that, from what everyone’s been telling
me, the Lakewood Congregational community
has
been
responding
individually
and
collectively to the current crisis with creativity,
caring, and kindness.
You won’t be surprised to hear that I’m
especially proud of our musical community. I’ve
gotten so many offers from members and
friends who want to be a part of our services
online that I now have a queue of singers and
instrumentalists who have shared their musical
gifts and will be doing so in the weeks to come.
Every Thursday night, members of the music
program have been meeting via Zoom…we’ve
listened to past performances by our
ensembles, had a trivia contest (Michael
Komperda won it), and even held a remote
rehearsal before Easter! (Though, against my
will, I had to mute everyone else, because lag
time makes it impossible for everyone to sing at
the same time; so I went through the music part
by part so everyone could practice.)
It’s been especially odd for the choir, because
we love to sing together and we can’t really. Or
can we?! With the magic of audio and video
editing software and a lot of hard work from our
singers, the LCC Virtual Choir has been
recording hymns for the last several weeks and
will continue to do so, as well as other special
music every two or three weeks. I would clearly
be a bad magician, because I figure some of you
may be curious how that all works, so I thought
I’d briefly outline what goes into that:

1) Joanna and I choose a hymn which enriches
the themes and mood of the service. Depending
on the week, I’ll pick another piece which I
think the choir will like to sing, people will like
to hear, and which is relatively simple to put
together digitally.
2) I record the piano or organ part for that
music and send it to members of the choir.
Often, I will be listening to a metronomic click
track as I do so, so that everyone has a
completely steady reference to listen to and
they can line up to it and not have to guess too
much.
3) This is the crucial part: singers record their
individual parts and send them to me. This
requires a lot of bravery and patience from our
singers; many are not used to singing on their
own and, perfectionistic as we can be, it can be
grueling to record hymns for several takes until
we get every word and note (or almost every
one) just so. It has also been a lesson in
technology for many of us; we have all had to
become our own audio and video engineers!
4) Using Adobe audio (and sometimes video)
software, I synchronize people’s tracks that
they’ve sent me and mix the levels up and
down, trying to get as unified and rich and
clean a sound as I can. This can be a bit
maddening for a choir director, but I have come
to take pride in our virtual sound, even though
it will never be quite what it would be in
person. (I do often mix the sopranos a little
higher for hymns to help y’all sing along.) Then,
I send the final mix to Darren Toms, whose
video editing wizardry I deeply admire and
appreciate.
Don’t worry! We will all be back together in the
places we love, though we can’t be sure when
yet, nor what it will look like when we are. But
in the meantime, we as a staff are dedicated to
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keeping LCC a loving and meaningful place for
worship and the beautiful community of faith
we all hold dear.
Thanks for reading,
Ben

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries:
Hello, LCC families & friends!
Wow, what a month it has been! I can’t decide
if April went by quickly or slowly because the
days definitely had a way of running together.
Maybe you experienced that, too. It’s been a
roller coaster ride for me and I expect that will
continue (which is a little exhausting to think
about). Even though there has been an
incredible amount of tragedy throughout the
current pandemic, I can’t help but take a
minute to point out some unexpected blessings.
-Being pushed to try new things. I love making
Family Faith Formation videos for you and
putting together new ways to have fun and be
connected like Flag Tag, In The Spotlight, and
Zoom events. It’s energizing to be creative in
new ways.
- Coffee Hour and other virtual events. BQ
(before quarantine, as I learned from Julie
Warren), I rarely got to spend much time
connecting with you all during coffee hour due
to my other responsibilities. Coffee hour and
our other virtual gatherings have given me the
opportunity to get to know you better while
sharing prayers and laughter. It’s also really
nice being virtually invited into each other’s
homes. If you haven’t joined us yet, please do!

-Connection with family. Increased time with
my family has been a treasure. I really miss
spring soccer games and track meets and it’s
heartbreaking that the kids aren’t with their
friends and won’t have their usual end of year
events (especially sad for my 8th grader and all
of our kids in milestone years) but I’m trying to
soak up these moments with my whole family
together.
-Support. I’m so grateful for the love and
support of our church family. I can’t imagine
going through this time without you. I hope you
feel the same love and support from our church.
How have you been pushed to try new things
and how did that go? We really can do hard
things. :) What unexpected blessings have you
experienced in the past month or month and a
half? In our Family Faith Formation video on
April 26th, I talked about how sometimes we
don’t recognize that God is with us, like Jesus’s
followers on the road to Emmaus. If we take a
moment to consider places where light has
shined in darkness, we realize that God has
been at our side all along. Do you see the light?
I see it. In the tulips and daffodils, in a parade
of teachers going down my street, in all of you.
You are an incredible blessing.
Please reach out to me whenever you need to.
I’m here to answer questions, help however I
can, or just to chat.
Much love,
Rachel Burns

DOWNLOAD for May's CYF Ministries Updates & Schedule of Events:
Faith Formation - Mission Trip - Confirmation - 2020 Graduates
Flag Tag - Puzzle Exchange - Spotlight Series- Seussical Update
Summer Camp - Vacation Bible School - - Contact Information
Parent Resources/Meetings

OUTREACH/INREACH NEWS
The Outreach Team would like to thank everyone that has continued to support outreach both inside
and outside LCC during this time. We have updates on all of our initiatives below. If you are aware of
any individuals or organizations needing support at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me. We
also hope to see you remotely on the church's virtual events in May.
Take care and thank you,
Laura Hampton, Outreach Chair
lblesseh@bw.edu

DEVICE DONATION FOR Y-HAVEN
Y-Haven residents are in need of devices that
can facilitate telehealth visits. Please see below

GLOBAL OUTREACH
A total of $8,570 is being donated
towards relief efforts in Mozambique.

for the device specifications. If you are able to
donate, the devices can be brought between
8am-6pm at the Lakewood YMCA. For more
information, go to the Y-Haven website.
Device Specifications:
Speaker/microphone
Webcam built in or USB plug in
Processor Single Core 1 Ghz or higher
RAM 1 GM or higher

LCC

Thank you to all of you that have
contributed to this fund. We cannot
wait until we can celebrate your
generosity in person. The Outreach
Team is beginning to research new
global outreach opportunities and will
announce more information soon.
Special thanks to David Sangree, who
has been coordinating our global
outreach.

TRINITY LUTHERAN:

We will still be offering our monthly
Community Meal on Thursday, May 7.
The Mizens have contacted their team to
create a prepackaged To-Go Meal.

Monday, MAY 4: 6pm
Saturday, MAY 16: 12pm
Volunteers are needed for two shifts for each
meal.

Preparation will be from 3:30-5:00pm.
Serving will be from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the
parking lot.

TRINITY PANTRY: Saturday, May 23: 10:00am12:00pm and volunteers are welcome
between 9:00am-9:30am to help with the
pre-bagging of goods.

Thanks to the team for continuing this
important ministry.

Hunger Sundays/Food Bank Support
Since the church has been closed for services, we have been unable to collect donations for Hunger
Sundays. If you were previously donating to Hunger Sundays and have the means to continue to give,
we encourage you to make donations to support those with food insecurity. Two local organizations
that could be donated to are the Cleveland Food Bank and the Lakewood Community Service Center.

LCC Meetings/News/EVENTS

JOIN YOUR LCC FAMILY FOR THESE MAY EVENTS
Monday, May 4, 7 pm: Facebook Live with the Tamilios: Star Wars Edition

Tuesday, May 5: McClaren Study Group (Zoom meeting)
Tuesday, May 5 , 7 pm: Kid's Fun Night (5th grade and under) (Zoom meeting)
Wednesday, May 6 , 7 pm: God in Our Lives: Laura Hampton (Zoom meeting)
Saturday, May 9 , 9 am: Second Saturday (Zoom meeting)
Monday, May 11, 7 pm: Facebook Live with the Suttells: Mad Libs Edition
Tuesday, May 12, 8:30 pm: Parent Chat (Zoom meeting)
Tuesday, May 19: McClaren Study Group (Zoom meeting)
Wednesday, May 20, 7 pm: God in Our Lives: Chris Burns (Zoom meeting)
Sunday, May 24, 7 pm: Confirmation Class (Zoom meeting)
Monday, May 25, 7 pm: Facebook Live with the Warrens
Join us for Coffee Hour every Sunday at 11 am on Facebook

DOWNLOAD THE MONTH'S CALENDAR OF EVENTS

I think this may be my last Columns article...ever. It makes me
emotional and my message is heart felt.
The teachers have done an exceptional job staying connected with their
students through Zoom. It is delightful to see them all, especially while
eating their breakfast in their sweet jammies, playing with their
siblings and occasionally bringing a stuffed friend to class, all the while
listening intently to their teachers whom they love. I am and will
continue to be honored to have worked with these magnificent women
and teachers. They continue to amaze me every time I see them, and
sometimes even when I don't. You should be so happy to have such a
great group of special people running this school. I have the utmost
confidence in the success of Haynes Nursery School for many more years
to come because of the teachers, exceptional families and the diligent
work done by the Board to find my successor.
Our family plans to relocate have been postponed, but we continue to
remain excited about this new adventure we have ahead of us. The
lingering sadness of leaving Haynes looms over my head daily. A
pandemic was not in my cards and is not the way I wanted my last
school year to look like. At. All. I cry a little every day.
I will miss this experience with all of my heart. Thank you all for giving
me this gift. It will never be forgotten.
love, Alison

Each month, several women in our church family meet for an hour on the second Saturday of the month
at 9 am. Many of us have been doing this for year but we also have folks come and go. One of us plans
a discussion topic but the hour is also spent talking about what's happening in our lives and many
times, how our faith plays a part in that. We end the hour with prayer. It's very diverse group age wise
- we have 20 somethings and 60 somethings and a lot in between.
We will be meeting on Saturday, May 9, 9 am via Zoom. There's no preparation needed and any if any

of you would like to join us please RSVP for the email link.
We'd love to get to know you better at Second Saturday. Join us!

RSVP FOR SECOND SATURDAY

McClaren Study Group Will Meet Via Zoom
The first and third Tuesday evening study group discussing
The Road We Make By Walking by Brian McLaren will
complete the book throughout the spring and summer via
Zoom meetings starting with May 5th. A schedule of meeting
dates and chapters will be emailed to the group.
Those without computer or Internet access may join Zoom
meetings by calling in on a landline or cell phone. If anyone
new is interested in joining, please email Paula Deal,
paula.deal@gmail.com.

God in Our Lives:
Wednesday, May 6,
7pm: Laura Hampton
Wednesday, May 20,
7pm: Chris Burns
RSVP

God in Our Lives began many years ago as a Lenten series.
Members shared their faith journeys and talked about the path
that led to LCC. We learned if religion was a part of someone's
early story, if they fell away from church and/or what made
them stay or brought them back. We found out how we are
different and how we are the same. The presenter speaks for
about 30 minutes and then answers questions or takes
comments.
During this time of social distancing, it seemed like a good time
to revisit this program and connect with others at LCC. On
Wednesday, May 6 at 7pm, Laura Hampton will share her faith
journey with us via Zoom. If you are interested, please RSVP and
a link will be emailed to you.
Then on Wednesday, May 20, Chris Burns will be the next God in
Our Lives presenter.
Please join us!

ADVENTURES IN READING
CALLING ALL READERS
Our book club gatherings will be cancelled
until we are safe to resume meeting.
Eight book club members enjoyed a zoom meeting on April 14.
This time together gave us a chance to catch up on family and
church news.
Our scheduled books for review in April and May will hopefully
be discussed in September and October.
September: The Whole Town's Talking by Fannie Flagg
October: The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff
We will wait to see if our lunch date of June 9 will be possible.
Please continue to select potential books for review in our next season of reading. Email your
suggestions or a book discussion you would be willing to lead to Kathy MacDougall Kathy.macdougall@gmail.com

The LCC Friends Circle is open to all women in
the Church. Here are some activities we’ve

planned for 2020:
Thursday, June 4: We’ll volunteer as a group for
the LCC Community Meal and would love help
with set up, service and clean up.
We have more events planned, with dates to be
determined:
Summer: Scrapbooking event at Eliza
Jennings
September: Picnic at Clifton Beach
October: Jewelry making class with Jen
Murray
November: Movie Night at the Footes’
December: Christmas Party
Special thanks to Judy Foote, Paula Deal, Joanellen Hurley, Jan Young, Kay Galloway, and Patti
Komperda for sharing a very special winter afternoon scrapbooking and hot coca/cookies
afternoon with our friends at Eliza Jennings Nursing Care facility. Look for a summer date to
finish our Seasons Book!

PRAYER SHAWL
We are happy to tell you that we have
delivered 15 prayer shawls to date! Many
have found comfort and joy during a difficult
time and appreciate being thought about by
their church family.
If you have somebody in mind that you think
would benefit from the gift of a shawl, feel
free to contact Debi Kasper 440-554-8798.
The Prayer Shawl group is hoping to meet
later this spring/summer depending on the
group gathering restrictions. Email the office
if you want to be included on further
information.

Our annual LCC Paver Brick Sale (for the
Centennial Garden) will begin June 1 and orders
will be due by September 1, 2020. Look for more
information and order forms in the June
Columns.

Carol Richardson
Danielle Szabo
Joanna D’Agostino

Don't forget to let the church office know if you
want yourself or someone else prayed for by the
LCC Prayer Chain.
Good Health and Peace to everyone in our church
family at this stressful time.

Peyton Diemert
Rich Kenney
Linda Lodge

Amelia Richardson
Isaac Humphreys
David Stair

Chiquita Matthews
Alex Luster
Mike Galloway
Sean McGuan
Charles Wright
Barbara Snevel
Evelyn Lardi
Gunnar Stockman
Tom Einhouse
Gregory Sheldon
Seth Hampton
Matthew Shearn
Jacob Tommer

Peter & Ellen Kwiatkowski
Scott & Robin Suttell
Tom & Judy Leatherman
Daniel & Devon Herdman
Dan & Vicki Smigelski

Marilyn Minteer
Keller Sbertoli
Alex Sbertoli
Allison Kressler
Amy Daso
Charlie Payne
Earl Lawerence
Daniel Herdman
Gabby Toms
Cynthia Sbertoli
Valerie Mechenbier
Ryan Mitchell
Janet Carrettin

Nora Murray
Audrey Gray
Owen Smith
Jeremy Roberts
Frankie Basile
Maggie Kemp
Mary Howell
David Amen
Bruce Waddell
Mike Brady
Bill Dorsch
Lindy Warren

John & Ginny Hancock
George Graham & Michael Fleenor
Frank & Jennifer Schwelik
Steve & Sharon Schuldt

LCC Office Schedule
During this time of social distancing the office
will be staffed from 9am-12pm, MondayThursday.
Email and phone messages will be checked
throughout the day remotely.

