
 Mission Statement 

We strive to be a welcoming,  
worshipping community of faith,  

helping people discover and deepen  
their relationship with God,  

growing as disciples of Christ,  
and reaching out in faith and loving service. 

 

 The Columns 
LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (UCC) 

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SUNDAY, May 5th  

John 21: 1-19 

Worship for All Ages 

Holy Communion,  

Birthday & Hunger Sunday 



Dear Church, 

 In my house, my kids know I have a daily (or several times daily) saying: “I’m not an 

Octopus Mom.” I use it when all three kids are asking me to do eight things at once. Get the 
milk, unwrap the snack, help with potty, open the door, put on the shoes, play Uno, “color 
with me,” “can we go for a walk?” 

“I’m not an Octopus Mom!” 

 One Sunday recently, between worship and a meeting, my oldest child’s wiggly front 
tooth started bleeding excessively. She was scared and confused, and she came looking for 
me with tears and her hand cupped over her mouth. I am very blessed to have a partner-in-
parenting who wrangles our three kids to, through, and from church each Sunday morning, 
but in this moment my daughter wanted *mommy,* and in a moment when my child needs 
me, I have no other faithful option than to drop everything and tend to that need. This will 
always be true. My family comes first. I hope it will be true in your life, too. 

 I’m reminded frequently that I’m not an Octopus Pastor, either. I would love to do 
everything, all at once, all in a timely manner, all correctly. But I do indeed have only two 
hands, only one brain, and only one (great-big) heart. In this pivotal season in the life of 
Lakewood Congregational Church, I am finding myself called in many different directions: 
the search team for our new Children, Youth, and Family Ministries position; the imperative 
conversations about stewardship practices and right-sizing our church’s budget to more 
effectively match our ministries; planning and leading meaningful worship experiences; 
providing pastoral care; meeting with visitors and others who would like to get to know the 
church better; writing Columns articles and letters; attending meetings; building community 
relationships; participating in and encouraging the teamwork of our amazing staff… AND 
finding time for personal reflection and prayer so that as a spiritual leader, I maintain a 
strong, solid faith and relationship with our God who has called me to this work.  

 I want to be sure you know I am trying my absolute best to balance everything God is 

calling me to do as your Senior Pastor, but I remain fully human and not one bit Octopus or 
Savior. I love each one of you beyond what you know, and think of you each far more often 
than you realize. I love our coffee dates, our happy hours, our office chats, our home visits… 
and truly want to be a part of all of those conversations with you. But no pastor is an 
Octopus Pastor, no matter how badly they wish they were. Instead we do the best we can 
each day, while allowing the Grace of God to enter in and do the rest. 

 Putting into practice the art of balancing these callings is possible only when we are 

all able to recognize human limitations. So, this is a gentle reminder that I am available at 
any hour for a pastoral emergency (ie: a death, a hospital visit, suicidal ideation), and I do 
my best to be flexible to meet the complex schedules of LCCs membership, but my days off 
are Friday and Saturday. My contract is for 45-55 hours/week, which includes discernment 
and study, so if I know of an evening or weekend obligation, I try to compensate at another 
point during the week, and the best way to find me is by setting up an appointment by e-
mail or text to be sure that I am available. You and our deepening relationship are 
important to me, and I will always work to be available as soon as I can be. 

      Love, your Pastor, but not an Octopus, 

          Pastor Joanna 
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 As I Was Saying…                                            



 Many of you know that I do a wide variety of work outside of LCC. I value the breadth 
and depth of this work, though scheduling can be vexing. Moreover, I value the many things I 
learn from these different freelance situations and from the people with whom I meet and 
work. Here are a couple of highlights and lessons learned. 

 A few days a week, I teach private lessons (piano, voice, and cello) at Lakewood Music 
Academy, which holds its recitals twice a year at LCC. I have a few younger students, but many 
are adults. Maybe they have come back to piano after not taking a lesson for decades, or they 
have been lifelong avid singers and want to learn how to sing with confidence and ease through 
good technique. It is a privilege to walk them through the process of learning and help them 
find the virtue of patience. It can be humbling to be a high-powered businessperson and then 
struggle to play more than two notes at a time on the piano. Many of my students are impatient 
to master their instrument and the songs they are playing or singing, and their impatience may 
rub off on me a bit. But, when I am inclined to lose patience with them, I redirect towards 
holding their hands and giving them the tools they need. Likewise, many of us at LCC, both our 
staff and congregation, are learning new things, as we continue to change and grow together. 
Patience may not always be easy to find, but it can reward us with a calm, focused outlook 
which can help us get where we’d like to go together. 

 I have also had the joy of working with the cast of our youth musical, You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown this past month, and have been playing for various Lakewood middle 
school choral groups, ably led by our own Lisa Richards. It has been inspiring to see the 
teamwork she fosters in them. Middle school years can be quite disorienting for our youth, with 
the onset of puberty and increasing academic and social demands made on them. Often, all 
they have is each other, and to see them working hard together and supporting each other to 
make music as a team has been a pleasure. Charlie Brown’s cast, too, was a fabulous team 
(sometimes literally), and props to Doug Bailey, Karen Lee, Lindy Warren, and everyone else 
involved for helping that team coalesce and create the energetic, excellent production I hope 
so many of you had a chance to enjoy. I would love to encourage us all to take a page from 
these bright young folk, and keep figuring out how we can be amazing members of a team, 
whether at church, at home, or at work, all the while balancing the group’s needs with 
speaking up for what we ourselves need to be the best we can. 

 Lastly, I had the enriching experience of helping another faith community through a 
hard time recently. A local Lutheran church’s music director was in the hospital during Holy 
Week (he is feeling better now), and unable to play for its Good Friday service. They say that 
“fools rush in,” so on a day’s notice, I went there to familiarize myself with the organ and the 
service hymns, only to learn that they had a small, determined choir and handbell choir, both 
of which needed direction during the service. This was potentially a daunting situation, but I 
summoned a fair amount of inner courage and pluck, and was relatively pleased with how the 
service went. I share this not to pat myself on the back, but to emphasize how setting aside my 
fears and anxieties allowed me to lead and guide everyone else in the room through this 
poignant service. Rev. Joanna just preached this past Sunday on a similar topic! Whatever life is 
throwing at us any given day, which can certainly be considerable, we can always find ways to 
channel the strength we all have within us to survive and even thrive. 

      
         Thanks for reading,  

           Ben 
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 D Director of  Music Ben Malkevitch                              



 The Columns  Page 4  

Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda 

WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES 
 

Sunday, May 5th will be our next Worship for All Ages, which will include our 
monthly Food collection for the Hungry, Communion, and the Celebration of May 
Birthdays!  

Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for the youngest 
members of our church family (infants-4 year olds), and Activity Bags for other 
children are located in the back of the Sanctuary, if needed.  

2018-2019 Faith Formation for Children/Youth:  

This month, we will be winding down our Faith Formation for children Preschool-12th grades for the   
2018-2019 Church Year. What a WONDERFUL year it has been, filled with the sharing/discussing of so 
many great stories from the Bible, creative crafts, uplifting  music, and the development of, what I 
hope will be, lasting friendships filled with understanding, love, trust, and forgiveness. 

All children/youth will sing during our Mother’s Day Worship on Sunday, May 12th, and our final FF 
meeting will be Sunday, May 19th after we THANK all of our Faith Formation Leaders for a spectacular 
year!   

There will be FF on Sunday, June 16th (Father’s Day) so that the children/youth can make a special 
craft for their Dads or other special men in their lives. We will need three FF leaders to help on that 
day! (Let Patti k know if you are available!)  

ELIZA JENNINGS WORSHIP 

Thank You to the five teens and Charlie Begy for helping with our 
Eliza Jennings worship in April! As always, our friends at EJ praise 
our youth and the time they spend worshipping with them each 
month!  

Tentatively, we will resume our monthly worship                              
with the EJ residents in October.   

Music and Faith Formation:  

As you know, Music for our children has been integrated into our Faith Formation        
programming. We want our children to know that there are many ways we can praise  
the Lord and ask for help and guidance-through reading, art, dance, acting, and music. 

All FF music groups will sing for their Moms and other special women in their lives during 
worship on Mother’s Day, May 12th!  

THANK YOU, Noah, for an awesome year of Music for the young people of LCC!  

 
Special Thanks to Ben Malkevitch and Doug Bailey for directing the heart-warming pro-
duction of our 2019 LCC Youth Musical: You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown! We were 
“sold out” for each of the three performances and praised highly by each audience!  

To all of the Cast, Crew, Parents, and general Supporters:  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  

UCC Camp and Mission Trip Commissioning will take place on Sunday, 

June 9th for UCC Camp and Sunday, July 7th for Mission Trip participants. 

This is a way to let our young people know that even when they go away, 

they continue to be in our hearts and prayers.  
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda 

 
The Middle Schoolers had a fun-filled Youth Group meeting on April 28th as they gob-
bled down pizza and participated in a Church Scavenger Hunt.  

Our High School Youth Group will meet on Sunday, May 5th from 6:00-7:15 in the 
Youth Room. 

 

Check your emails for a last combined Youth Group meeting/cook-out! 

 
Please join us to THANK Sarah and Mike Banyasz for ALL of the wonderful experiences they have          

provided for our Youth these past 8 years on Sunday, June 30th after worship. 

Helping others find life in water… 

This church year, the Children’s Offering each Sunday will be donated to the United Church 
of Christ Mozambique (UCCM), a UCC organization that helps bring clean water to areas of 
Mozambique through the construction of cisterns for communities in need of clean/safe 
drinking water. The LCC Outreach Team has committed to making this happen for these  
communities through our support. 

When you use these envelopes, please be sure to put your child’s name on the back so that 
we can add this contribution to your Family’s Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your 
child a chance to feel good about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar 
each Sunday. 

As we wind down another successful school year, we want to take a special moment 
to thank all of the wonderful mothers on Mothers Day! You are what makes our 
world a happy, warm and safe place.  

We also want to bid Patti Komperda a fond farewell. Patti has been a vital part of 
keeping our wonderful school connected with our wonderful church.  

Thank you, Patti K,  for everything you have done for us at Haynes. We appreciate 
your hard and dedication without question.  

Alison Yonkers, Director, 216-256-1578 

    VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 2019:  

 

To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You… 

 

Monday-Friday, June 10-14, 2019,  9:30am-noon 

All children, ages 4-10 are welcome.  

 

Please let Patti K know asap if you (teens and adults) would like to help in 
some way during this very  action-packed week!  

Registration forms are attached to the Columns on the LCC website, and on 
the table by the FF bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway.  

Registration forms are due by May 20th and spots fill up quickly, so register 
today! Don’t hesitate to bring a friend, relative,  or neighbor to join in the 
fun!  

Decorating the church for our week of exploration will be Saturday, June 8 
from 9:30-11:30am. Registration Form  

https://lcc-church.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-VBS-Registration-w-Medical.pdf
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Children and Family Ministries / A Ministry to Serve                         

CONFIRMATION 2018-2019 

The Confirmation Group will make their Confirmation Banner on Saturday, 
May 4th, meet with Pastor Joanna to discuss their Faith Journey, and I know 
will enjoy LOTS of Deweys Pizza for lunch! 

Confirmands/Parents/Sponsors are invited to a Confirmation Dinner in the 
Social Hall on Saturday, June 1st at 6:00pm followed by a rehearsal for their               
Confirmation ceremony the following day. All should meet in the Parlor by 
9:30am to robe and take pictures on Sunday, June 2nd-CONFIRMATION DAY!  

Patti Komperda 

Our LCC 2018-2019 Faith Journey Scripture this year is taken from the          
Book of Amos 5:24, “But let justice roll down like the waters, and               
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”  

As we enter into a favorite season for many in NE Ohio—SUMMER—let us            
continue to keep in mind all of the beauty in God’s Creation-plants, animals, 
and people. How can we be the best stewards God intended by always           
considering and practicing justice and righteousness for all?  

LCC PRAYER CHAIN 
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the Sanctuary or you can 
call the church office if you, or someone you love, is in need of prayer.  

The LCC Prayer Chain includes members Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy 
MacDougall, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy Gibbs, Alicia 
Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, J. Horner, Patti Dobro, Karen Lee, Pastor Joanna, and 
Patti Komperda. Let Karen Lee (church office) or Pastor Joanna know if you would like 
to be added to the Chain or if you would like to add a prayer.   

COMMUNITY CORNER  
 
Have you recently volunteered? Are you part of an event that needs volunteers or fundraising? 
Please contact Laura Hampton at lblesseh@bw.edu to have your information included in         
future additions of The Columns or the weekly bulletin.  

 

 Mozambique Well: Thank you to everyone who donated to the Mozambique 

Well Fund. We had set a deadline to raise $6,500 by the beginning of June and 
met our goal mid-April. We could not have done this without your support. We 
will be continuing our global outreach with new initiatives in the fall. 

 Family Promise: Thank you to everyone that contributed to our Spring 

Shower for Family Promise. Your donations will help support Family Promise in 
their mission to empower homeless families. 

 Building Hope in the City: The Outreach Team is excited to announce that 

we will be partnering with Building Hope in the City for several initiatives this 
summer. Stay tuned for further announcements regarding dates and activities. 

mailto:lblesseh@bw.edu
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A Ministry to Serve         A Ministry to Serve         

           COMMUNITY MEAL        

                        THURSDAY, May 2nd  

 

Join us  for the LCC Community Meal! 

 As always, we will start set-up and food preparation about 4:00pm. We'll then plate the food and 
be ready for service at 6:00pm.  

 We will need people to help put up tables and chairs, set tables, make coffee, tea, lemonade  
and food. During dinner, we will need a few folks in the kitchen to assist with refilling dishes for       
second helpings and afterwards we will need assistance with clean-up of the social hall and kitchen.   

 We generally finish up by 7:15pm  - we welcome you for any amount of time you can join us! 

If you are unable to make our community dinner but are interested in serving, Trinity is in need of help 
for their community meals. Their May schedule is posted below.   

Thank you, Cynthia Sbertoli, cksbertoli@outlook.com 

 

TRINITY COMMUNITY MEALS: MAY 2019: 

   Monday, May 6 at 6pm / Sunday, May 12 at 4pm  / Saturday, May 18 at 12pm 

 

Trinity Produce Distribution Resumes: Saturday, May 18 10am-12pm 

 

Trinity Pantry: Saturday, May 25 10am-12pm 

 

Volunteers are needed for each and every program offering. Please join us! 

 

The 4th/5th grade Faith Formation class is selling notecards, crafted by the youth, as 
a fundraiser for two causes the students focused on this year in our FF class. The first 
is aligned with Our Church’s Wider Mission in Mozambique to support the work to          
provide clean water sources. The second is a local organization, GiGi’s Playhouse, on       
Detroit Ave in Lakewood. Gigi’s Playhouse strives to change the way the world views 
Down syndrome and to work with families, schools and communities to ensure that all 
people with Down syndrome are accepted and embraced. 

The 4th/5th graders will be selling their packets of notecards for $10.00, though       
additional donations are welcome, after church through the month of May.               
All proceeds will be donated to these two causes. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
LCC collected 2 bags and Haynes collect 9 bags of food  

to donate in April to Lakewood Community Services Center! 

The first Sunday of the month is our food collection day.  

Items can be dropped off in the baskets lining the West Clifton Hallway 

mailto:cksbertoli@outlook.com
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A Ministry to Serve         

God in Our Lives 
The Adult Faith Formation Team invites you to join us on Tuesday, May 14th at 

7:00pm for God in Our Lives. Laura Hampton, Outreach Liaison to the Executive 

Team, will share her spiritual journey: her relationship with the church and God 

from her childhood through the present day and reflect on what brought her and her 

family to LCC. All are welcome!  

Please let the church office know if you need childcare and we will make                 

arrangements for care (216-221-9555). 

 

The Adult Faith Formation Team, in keeping with the Mission Statement of our 

church, hopes you will take the initiative to venture out, learn more, and come back 

ready to discuss with your church family the questions/thoughts/worries/and       

suggestions you have to the all-pervasive problem of the many injustices imposed 

upon marginalized people-young and old- not only in the U.S., but around our world. 

This year, we will extend our Sacred Conversation to include two additional groups 

of marginalized people as we explore Gender Identity and Prison Reform.  

 

The Lenten Book Discussion of The Last Week by Marcus Borg, Maundy Service, and 

Easter Worship could not have been more meaningful and uplifting! Thank You All 

for your participation, planning, and devotion to your Faith Journeys and LCC!  

Friend’s circle EVENTS 

 

Friends Circle (a multi-generational women’s group) shared a Dessert/Craft 
Evening with the residents of Eliza Jennings Nursing Home on Tuesday, April 30th.  
Judy Foote guided the residents in the making of a Scrapbook Page and all of us 
enjoyed a scrumptious dessert! It was such a success that Friend’s Circle will be 
adding this as a recurring event. 

 

Friend’s Circle’s next event is Thursday, June 6th, we will volunteer at LCC’s Community Meal. 

 

Please contact the office at 216-221-9555 or lccstaff@lcc-church.org to be added to the email list 

mailto:lccstaff@lcc-church.org
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In and Around LCC       

Adventures in Reading 

CALLING ALL READERS! 
 Come to Adventures in Reading  

 (LCC book club) 
 the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month.  

Tuesday, May 14th 

12:30 p.m.   

Westlake Porter Library 

27333 Center Ridge Rd.   

 

 

 

Carry On 

Book:  Carry On (c 2017)   
 
Margaret Barr will lead the review and discussion of the memoir Carry On (c 2017) by Lisa Fenn. When 
award-winning ESPN producer Lisa Fenn returned to her hometown for a story about two wrestlers at one 
of Cleveland’s toughest public high schools, she had no idea the trip would change her life. Both  young 
men were disadvantaged students with significant physical disabilities.  

Dartanyon Crockett was legally blind. Leroy Sutton lost both legs at eleven when he was run over by a 
train. Brought together by wrestling, they had developed a brother-like bond as they worked to overcome 
their disabilities. Author Fenn and the two young men formed an unlikely family of three. This powerful 
memoir is one of love, hope, faith, and strength—a story about an unusual family and the courage to carry 
on, even in the most extraordinary of circumstances. 

 
Looking ahead to June: We will gather for luncheon (12:00pm) and annual celebration of books on 
June 12th at Legacy Restaurant and Grille (Sweetbriar Golf Club) in Avon Lake. The address is 750 Jaycox 
Road. We will finalize our book selections and discussion leaders for 2019-2020. 

 

Reminder:  Don’t forget to sign up on the West Clifton bulletin board or email/call Kathy MacDougall            
(216-228-1975) 

MARTHA’S TABLE 
 

Martha’s Table, an “INreach” Team at LCC (Nurture and Growth) 
needs your HELP*. Many of you are familiar with Martha, the woman 
from the Bible who was all about serving Jesus and others great meals 
at her home! (Luke 10:38-42, John 11:1-44, 12:2). Our own Martha’s   
Table began a few years ago and has served our LCC family members 
many meals to help nourish the body, the mind, and the soul when life 
has become difficult to manage. 

 

 Jennifer Schwelik heads up the Team of chefs/bakers/deliverers; *if 
you are interested in being a part of this behind-the-scenes Team, 
email or call Jennifer (see Church Directory.)   

 

 

And, if you are in need of a meal due to an illness, death, new baby, or some other reason that prevents 
you from cooking a dinner, call the church office (216-221-9555). 
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In and Around LCC  - Member News   

LCC MEMBER NEWS FROM APRIL: 

 

 Congratulations to Kate Mozynski (Ben’s fiancé) on passing the Ohio Bar Exam 

 Condolences to the Kasper family on the passing of Debi’s sister, Valerie Reichert 

 Condolences to George, Sally and the entire Alkire family on the sudden passing of                       their 
son, Greg 

 Condolences to Karen Wagner and her family on the passing of her father, David Wagner 

 Congratulations to Gabby Toms on being awarded “Best in Painting” at the Lakewood High School 
“Everyone but the Seniors Art Show” 

 We welcomed Dylan Baker Matthews in baptism. Son of Troy and Amanda Matthews. Grandson of Bruce 
and Deborah Matthews 

 The LCC Youth Musical Members (past and present) Isaac Humphreys, Ryder Crone, Skye Crone,  Solana 
Petrone, Thomas Tamilio, Gabby Toms and Sarah Whitkofski perform in the Lakewood High School pro-
duction of Mama Mia May 2 –4 at 7:30pm. Tickets are $8 in advance by calling the LHS Book Room at 
216-529-4047 or $10 at the door.    

 Lee Mechenbier will be performing in Razzle Dazzle at the Beck Center on Saturday, May 4 at 4:00pm 

 Edie Barcelona and Cameron Wereb will be in Annie at Harding Middle school on May 16 and 17. Tickets 
available at the door for a fee 

 Cora Barcelona will be in Little Miss Sunshine at Blank Canvas Theatre in May. The run is May 17- June 
1. Tickets are $20. Please note that this show is based on an R rated movie. Info HERE 

 Carrie, Frank Schwelik, Jr, Brooklie, FJ, and Dillon have settled into a new home here in Ohio 

 

 

Be sure to send your news to the office at lccstaff@lcc-church.org by the last Monday of the month.           
We love to celebrate and support our members. 

CENTENNIAL GARDEN PAVER BRICKS: 

Orders for personalized Paver Bricks to be placed in our LCC Centennial Garden will be taken 

throughout the months of April and May. Explore our Garden to help you decide what to put on 

your brick-Do you want to celebrate a birth, wedding, accomplishment? Or, perhaps remember 

someone who has been dear to you…what about a favorite scripture or psalm? There are lots of 

ways to highlight the good news in your life…Order forms for a 4x8 ($50) and 8x8 ($100) brick 

can be found on the table in the West Clifton Hallway. Ask Patti K if you have any questions!  

Photos for the West Clifton Hallway will 
be taken on May 12 after services in the 
Centennial Garden.  

Add or update you/your family’s picture—
we love to see our Members smiling faces 
each day! 

http://www.blankcanvastheatre.com/little-miss-sunshine/
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In and Around LCC  - Member News   

SATURDAY, JUNE 1—CLEVELAND PRIDE PARADE 

LCC will join Plymouth, Pilgrim, and Westpark UCC churches to march 
in the annual Cleveland Pride Parade.  

All are welcome: young and ‘older’, LGBTQ and straight families, 
friends and all who celebrate the diversity of life that God created. All 
four UCC churches will march together –each carrying its own banner—
to show our identity as a church that offers an Exuberant Welcome to 
all.  

More details to come including an invitation to meet at Pilgrim UCC for 
a pre-march breakfast.  

Contact Jay Horner with questions/interest: jatleehorneriii@gmail.com or 216-357-1646 

September—June 

8:30a-3:30p (Mon-Thurs) and 8:30a-12:20p (Fri) 

June (after VBS)—Rally Day 

9:00a-3:00p (Mon-Thurs) CLOSED on Fridays 

 

Patti Dobro is in the office on Mondays/Wednesdays 
for financial issues 

Baccalaureate Sunday will be Sunday, June 2!  

 

We will celebrate our four graduating high school Seniors during worship. 

  

If you have a graduating Senior (high school or college), please submit a 

one paragraph bio about him or her with a picture to the church office by 

May 30th for our Graduation Bulletin Board. 

SECOND SATURDAY 

May 11th 
Women in our church family are invited to gather on Saturday, May 11th  

at 9am in the church parlor. We spend time in discussion, reflection 

and prayer, supporting one another as we navigate our life journeys. 

Take some time to get to know women across all generations. 

mailto:jatleehorneriii@gmail.com
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In and Around LCC  - Member News   

 

The Children’s Faith Formation Team  

meeting has been changed to:  

Tuesday, May 28th at 7:00pm in the Parlor 

Please confirm your attendance with Patti K  

The Search Team for the position of Director of or Associate Pastor for Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministries hit the ground running a couple months ago. We were grateful to 
have the hard work of the exec team and the previous search team so that the church 
profile was already essentially completed. This has significantly lightened our load, 
compared to the previous search team in 2016-2017. The profile was reviewed by the 
Living Waters Association and our Association’s General Minister, Nayiri Karjian.  

 

After review and posting, the search team received 15 applications and profiles, has 
selected candidates to review, and has already conducted some interviews. We feel 
very confident in our pool of applicants. “Patience is a Virtue” at this stage of the       
process. Please keep the LCC Search Team in your prayers. 

FAMILY PROMISE SPRING SHOWER—Extended to May 12 
Lakewood Congregational Church has a long history of partnering with Family Promise in their mission to  
inspire and empower homeless families to transform their lives, become self-sufficient and fulfill their 
promise. For many years, we housed homeless families in our building for four weeks every year. A few 
years ago, they moved to a permanent site on E. 152nd Street where families in a housing crisis are provided 
shelter for up to 90 days along with case management services during their stay and after they move out. 
The agency helps over 100 homeless families each year secure independent housing and the means to          
sustain it.  
 

You can help Family Promise by being a part of our Spring Shower thru May 12. We will be collecting twin 
sheets (new or gently used), twin blankets, new pillows, laundry baskets, laundry soap, toilet cleaner and 
toilet brush, multi purpose spray cleaner, 13 gallon garbage bags, paper towels and toilet paper. If you 
don’t have time to shop, you may also make a donation to LCC indicating it is for Family  Promise and we 
will purchase these items for donation. There are baskets by the parlor for you to drop off your donation. 
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In and Around LCC  - Member News   

LCC’s Membership Directory is online for you to use on 
the go!  

 Only members whose email is in the directory have        
access to the information.  

 Please make sure to update the office if you have any 
changes to your information.   

 If you would prefer a printed directory, please call the 
office 

 If you would prefer your information not be available on 
the Directory, please contact the office 

Online Member Directory   
 

1. Go to https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ (or download the app) 

2. Click on the link: First time signing in? Create a login now.  

3. Enter the email address as it is listed in the family portion of the directory.  

4. Create a password. The password must be 8 characters long, and contain at least two of the 

following special characters: capital letters, numbers or symbols.  

5. Retype the password to confirm it and click "Request Login."  

6. Check your inbox for an email from service@instantchurchdirectory.com.  

7. To complete the sign-up process, you will need to verify your email address by clicking on 

the link sent to you in that email.  

8. Once you confirm your email, you may sign-in at members. InstantChurchDirectory.com 

9. Your email with the password you created will work on all the Instant Church Directory apps 
on any device. 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/signup
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Seth Hampton  May 1 
Carol Richardson May 2 
Joanna D’Agostino May 3 
Danielle Szabo  May 3 
Chiquita Matthews May 4 
Alex Luster  May 5 
Mike Galloway  May 6 
Sean McGuan Jr. May 6 
Chuck Wright  May 6 
Barb Snevel  May 7 
Gunnar Stockman May 7 
Tom Einhouse  May 8 
Greg Sheldon  May 8 
Peyton Diemert May 10 
Rich Kenney  May 10 
Matthew Shearn May 10 
Jacob Tommer  May 10 
Linda Lodge  May 11 
Marilyn Minteer May 11 
Alexander Sbertoli May 12 
Keller Sbertoli  May 12 
Liz Maugans Bando May 13 
Charlie Payne  May 13 
Dan Herdman  May 14 
Cynthia Sbertoli May 15 
Gabby Toms  May 15 
Valerie Mechenbier May 16 
Ryan Mitchell  May 16 
Jason Gibbs  May 17 
Amelia Richardson May 17 
Isaac Humphreys May 20 
David Stair  May 20 
Nora Murray  May 22 
Audrey Gray  May 23 
Owen Smith  May 23 
Frankie Basile  May 25 
Maggie Kemp  May 25 
David Amen  May 27 
Mary Howell  May 27  
Bruce Waddell  May 28 
Mike Brady  May 29 
Bill Dorsch  May 31 

       

Alicia & Bob Fortenbaugh  May 5 
Ellen & Peter Kwiatkowski  May 8  
Robin & Scott Suttell   May 8  
Tom & Judy Leatherman  May 14  
Dan and Devon Herdman  May 17 
Dan & Vicki Smigelski   May 20 
John & Virginia Hancock  May 21  
George & Deanna Vosmik  May 23  
Frank & Jennifer Schwelik  May 26  



2019 
 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        
  

 
 

 1 
 

 
 

2 
 
 
 
6 pm LCC Community 

Meal 
 
6:30 pm Tai Chi—Parlor 
6:45 pm Handbells 
8 pm Choir 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
9 pm: AA—Social 

Hall 

4 

 
10 am  

Confirmation 
Banner 
making 

2 pm Alkire 
Funeral and 
Reception 

6-7:30 pm Quire 
Cleveland 

 

5 

Worship for All Ages 
Holy Communion 

Birthday/Hunger Sunday 
 
10 am Worship for All Ages  
11 am Fellowship Hour 
11:30 am Confirmation 
 
6:00-7:15 pm High School 

Youth Group 
  

6 
 

 
 
 
6 pm Trinity’s 

Community 
Meal -     
Social Hall 

 

7 
 
 
6:30 pm Haynes’ 

Mother’s Day 
Evening– 
Classrooms 

7-8:30 pm LGBT 
Meeting -  
Parlor 

7 pm Diaconate 
Meeting-
Library 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Haynes’ 

Mother’s Day 
Evening– 
Classrooms 

9 
 
 
6:30-8:30 pm Trinity 

Book Club-Youth 
Room 

6:30 pm Tai Chi—Parlor 
6:45 pm Handbells 
8 pm Choir 
 
 

10 
 

 
12-2 pm Haynes 

Lunch Bunch—
Classroom 

 
 
9 pm: AA—Social 

Hall 

11 
 
 
9 am 
Second Saturday– 

Parlor 
 
 

        12 
 
 
 
 
10 am Worship —  
                           Sanctuary 
10:15 am Faith Formation  
11 am Fellowship Hour—

Parlor 
 
4 pm Trinity’s Community 

Meal—Social Hall 

13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
12:30 pm 
Adventures in 

Reading—
Westlake 
Porter Library 

 
 
6 pm Community 

Meal—St. 
Peter’s 
Episcopal  
Social Hall 

 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

 
 
 

2 - 7 pm Blood Drive - 
               Social Hall 
 
 
6:30 pm Tai Chi—Parlor 
6:45 pm Handbells 
8 pm Choir 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm CityMusic - 
            Sanctuary 
9 pm  AA—Social  

            Hall 

18 
 
10-12 pm Produce 

Distribution 
12 pm Trinity 

Community 
Meal—Social 
Hall 

 

19 
 
 
 
10 am Worship  
10:15am Faith Formation 
11 am Fellowship Hour—

Parlor 
11:30 am Confirmation—

Library 
11:30 am Giving Session—

Social Hall 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   7 pm Executive 

Team—Parlor 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Trinity Meeting-

Social Hall 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Tai Chi—Parlor 
6:45pm: Handbells 
8 pm: Choir 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 pm  AA—Social  

            Hall 
      

25 
 
 
 10-12 pm Trinity 

Pantry—
downstairs 

 

26 

  
 
10 am Worship - 
                Sanctuary 
11 am  Fellowship Hour–                 

Parlor 
 

 27 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
7 pm Child Faith 

Formation 
Team-Parlor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

 
6:30 pm Tai Chi—Parlor 
6:45 pm Handbells 
8 pm Choir 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 pm  AA—Social  

            Hall 

June 1 
 

6-7:30 pm 
Confirmation 
Dinner and 
Rehearsal—
Social Hall 
/Sanctuary 



Lakewood Congregational Church 

1375 West Clifton Boulevard 

Lakewood OH  44107 
STAFF: 
Senior Minister 

Joanna D’Agostino  

revjoanna@lcc-church.org  
 

Director of Music 

Ben Malkevitch 

ben@lcc-church.org 

 
Director of Children &  
Family Ministries  

Patti Komperda 
pjkompe@yahoo.com 
 

Director of Children &  
Youth Music  

Noah Hamrick  
noah@lcc-church.org  
 

Youth Ministry Leaders 

Sarah & Mike Banyasz 
 

Office Manager 

Karen Lee  

karen@lcc-church.org 
 

Financial Manager 

Patti Dobro  

pattidobro@lcc-church.org 

 
Childcare  

Jacqueline Reasor  
 
 

 

Building and Property 

Liz Spahr 
 

HAYNES NURSERY SCHOOL 
Alison Yonkers, Director 

haynesnurseryschool@yahoo.com  

EXECUTIVE TEAM: 

Chair: Greg Wereb 

Vice-Chair:   Liz Spahr  

Moderator:   Michael Komperda 

Treasurer:    David Amen 

Nurture and Growth Ministries: 

        Sue Tamilio 

Welcoming Ministries:  

                     Scott Suttell 

Outreach Ministries:  Laura Blesse -
   Hampton 
                              
Diaconate:   Vicki Smigelski 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 

NURSERY:  Sunday,   9:50 a.m.  
WORSHIP:  Sunday,  10:00 a.m.  
FAITH FORMATION: 10:15 a.m. 

(Children start in worship and are 
excused to attend classes at  

Faith Formation time) 
 
 

PHONE:      216-221-9555 

FAX:      216-221-9088 

WEBSITE:  www.lcc-church.org                 

E-MAIL:      lccstaff@lcc-church.org  

 SUNDAY, MAY 12: Photo Day: New Members and “old” Members: Stop by 
the garden to have your picture for the Photo Wall taken for the first time 
or updated. 

 THURSDAY, MAY 16: Blood Drive: 2p-7p 

 SUNDAY, MAY 19: Giving Session after services 

 SATURDAY, JUNE 1: Pride Parade 

 SATURDAY, JUNE 2: Baccalaureate/Confirmation Sunday 

 


