
 Mission Statement 

We strive to be a welcoming,  
worshipping community of faith,  
helping people discover and deepen  
their relationship with God,  
growing as disciples of Christ,  

and reaching out in faith and loving service. 
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Hello and Welcome to February! January is a long month. Itõs cold and dark and often feels like a 

bit of a let down after the holidays. February can be a long month too--even though itõs the 

shortest one. Itõs òstilló cold and òstilló dark, and weõre getting tired of it! 

 

February also brings us Valentineõs Day, and people love to hate Valentineõs Day. Maybe it 

reminds us of a romantic love we donõt have anymore, or we never had, or it reminds us of a 

spark that is fading, or just in general makes us feel particularly lonely. Whatever it is, Iõve 

noticed that people love to complain about how stupid the holiday is. But Iõd like to reframe the 

day a little bit. One of the two greatest commandments is this: Love your neighbor as yourself 

(the other is like it-- love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your 

mind). Love your neighbor as yourself. But tell me, what good is it to love your neighbor as 

yourself if you donõt love yourself? I canõt tell you how many people I meet who donõt love 

themselves. How can you love your neighbor as yourself, if when you see yourself, you see 

failure, brokenness, or whatever form of ònot enough.ó How can you provide hospitality to your 

neighbor if you canõt even welcome yourself as you are? How can you practice forgiveness 

towards others if youõre holding a backpack full of grudges against yourself? What if, on 

Valentineõs Day, we think about loving ourselves a little better. After all, God made us in Godõs 

image. Can you thank God for making you, òyouó? Youõre the best òyouó any of us could have 

ever asked for, and we are just so glad you are a part of our church. Happy Valentineõs Day. 

 

On another note--thereõs lots of business stuff going on at the church right now. Iõd really 

encourage you to pick up an annual meeting packet and read about all the many things that have 

happened this year in our òbig transitionó year at LCC. At our annual meeting after church on 

Sunday, February 3rd, we will also discuss the transitions that are ahead for this year--namely 

what we will do to live into our vision after Patti Komperdaõs retirement from Director of Child 

and Family Ministries in June. Iõm not going to share all of that information here in The February 

Columns, because the Executive Team will be presenting it at the annual meeting. If you are 

unable to attend the annual meeting, please contact me or the office, and we will send the 

slideshow presentation and a written summary to you anytime after the 3rd. Iõm also happy to 

speak directly to you if youõd prefer! I am so excited and confident about the ways in which God 

is calling us into the future. The future for LCC is so bright, and God is so good. 

 

Stay Warm! Love yourself! God made you beautiful! 

         Pastor Joanna 
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 As I Was Sayingé                                            



 òGuide my feet while I run this race, for I donõt want to run this race in vain.ó 

 

 About 15 years ago, I had the privilege of meeting a remarkable woman, Barbara Conrad. I 
was training as a pianist and vocal coach in the realm of operatic music and was taking part in a 
week-long summer intensive program hosted by Vassar College. Ms. Conrad certainly had expertise 
in that regard; she had sung mezzo-soprano roles at the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, 
Houston Grand Opera, and the Vienna State Opera. She had sung in Severance Hall, at the White 
House, and for Pope John Paul II. This would be a remarkable CV for most anyone of any heritage, 
but it was especially so given her uphill climb as a black woman in a historically white art form. In 
fact, she first came to national attention in 1957, when she was cast as Dido, Queen of Carthage in a 
UT-Austin production of Dido and Aeneas. Incensed by her playing opposite a Caucasian romantic 
lead, the State Legislature pressured school administration, and the role was taken away from her 
two weeks prior to opening night. Harry Belafonte heard about this and offered to pay Conradõs way 
at any institution she chose. Conrad chose to stay at Austin, despite its shabby treatment of her, in 
order to complete her Bachelorõs and advocate for integration. Later on, she was championed and 
sponsored by Eleanor Roosevelt. UT now offers a scholarship in her name. 

 While Barbara Conrad was working with young opera singers in the masterclass I was playing 
for, she was not teaching us about how to sing Mozart, Puccini, or Wagner better; her area of focus 
was the African-American spiritual. In her elder years, she had become interested in the history of 
the spiritual and was an advocate for singing it artfully. There was much apprehension among my 
singer colleagues in the room; at most two of them were anything other than white. Though they 
had prepared the arrangements they were singing for her well and were talented, confident 
performers, each of them came onstage visibly filled with doubts, as did I. Coming from suburban 
privilege, what did we have to contribute to this beautiful, soulful genre of music, born of 
oppression and suffering, filled with collective trials and tribulations of a people, a people which 
was not us? Was this not a heinous act of cultural appropriation? 

 What ensued was a uniquely moving experience, as Ms. Conrad worked with each singer. In 
her words, she gently insinuated that it was not the color of anyoneõs skin which made the singersõ 
initial performances anything less than authentic; rather, it was fear, insecurity, holding back. She 
correctly assessed that we were approaching the art form with kid gloves, taking refuge in the 
classical ideals of proper sound, fidelity to the page, and clear diction. What she coaxed out of 
everyone, myself included, was an openness, a bravery to express the deeper meaning of the music 
and words. She encouraged us to connect to what the text meant to us. Though we had not been 
brought across the Atlantic in shackles, as humans, we too knew of pain, fear, loss, and had unique 
things to say through singing and playing. The transformations I witnessed from each performer were 
shocking. The second time through, instead of polished performances, we started hearing raw, 
emotional readings of these venerable songs. Several times, tunes dissolved into tears, as the singers 
allowed themselves to feel challenging emotions. Frequently, the whole room was searching for 
tissues. It was a palpably cathartic experience for all of us, which I clearly still remember vividly. 

 The musician in me wants to point out that what Barbara Conrad helped the performers do 
that day with arrangements of spirituals is no different than what many artists do every day; they 
seek to find deeper truths, to go inside, behind, and through a page of notes or words, a canvas, a 
set of dance steps and say something unique and lasting with it to our fellow humans. What was 
different in this case was how the music and words brought us together and helped us connect to a 
people whose experience, past and present was, in so many ways radically different from our own. 
Now, while I can be idealistic, neither am I delusional, for I am well aware art cannot solve societyõs 
problems. It cannot magically eradicate systemic racism, stop gun violence in its tracks, or reform 
our penal system. I do believe, however, and fondly hope that it can bring us closer, open doors and 
start dialogues, give us strength and faith to reach out, to make things better. Perhaps, our choir 
singing òWade in the Water,ó òAll My Trials,ó or òPraise His Holy Nameó might be seen by some as 
disrespectful or appropriative. But I prefer to think, and I hope that Barbara Conrad (may she rest in 
peaceéshe passed away in 2017) would have my back on this, that in sharing this music with each 
other, we endeavor both to know ourselves and others better, and to make the world slightly more 
harmonious and less divided. For Jesus Christ asked us to do nothing less. 

        Thanks for reading, Ben 
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 D Director of  Music Ben Malkevitch                              
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda  

WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES 

Our next Worship for All Ages, Hunger/Communion/February Birthday Sunday 
will be February 3, 2019.  

In addition, our Annual Congregational Meeting,  preceded by a Youth-hosted 
TACO Lunch (fundraiser), will occur after worship. We hope ALL members will 
be in attendance at the meeting, your voice counts!  

Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for the youngest 
members of our church family (infants-4 year olds), and Activity Bags for other 
children are located in the back of the Sanctuary, if needed.  

2018-2019 Faith Formation for Children/Youth:  

Our second semester FF Leaders have begun leading our young people along their Faith 
Journeys! We have explored Jesus as a toddler receiving gifts from the three Wise 
Men, to being Lost in the Temple, followed by his Baptism and beginning his call as 
rabbi-teacher.   

In February, we will read stories about how following Jesus is following Godõs way.  

The children continue to make cards for our LCC Friends and Family, and decorated 
Valentines for our February 7th Community Meal guests. 

ELIZA JENNINGS WORSHIP 

Thank You to the dozen preteens/teens and Laura Rickard and David Diemert for 
helping with our Dr. MLK worship celebration at Eliza Jennings on January 13th.  

Our next worship will be February 10th.   

PLEASE meet in the Youth Room no later than 10:00am to organize and get on our 
way. Adult drivers are always needed, so stop by the Youth Room before  worship 
and see if we have enoughéor not!  

Music and Faith Formation:  

As you know, Music for our children has been integrated into our Faith Formation                
programmingéwe want our children to know that there are many ways we can praise the 
Lord and ask for help and guidance-through reading, art, dance, acting, and music.    
Noah Hamrick, our Childrenõs/Youth Music Director, will continue working with our 
young    people to develop their music skills and love for music this year!  

We were blessed with all kinds of music in December and look forward to more            
throughout the year.  

 

The children and Youth begin working on their annual Youth Musical, 
òYouõre A Good Man, Charlie Brownó, to be presented April 13th and 
14th (Palm Sunday weekend).  

Doug Bailey and Ben Malkevitch are the Artistic and Music Directors for 
this yearõs productionñ 

Thank You bothéahead of time! 
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda  

 
Middle and High School Youth Groups:  

Ed Gemerchek (Director of Y-Haven) and Sean (actor/resident) spoke to the Youth 

after worship on January 13th about homelessness and addiction. This preceded 

their 15th annual Homeless Awareness Sleep-Out. Special Thanks to all the 22 youth 

and the 5 Parent organizers- Kristen/Brad Humphreys, Liz Maugans/John G. Bando, 

and Greg Wereb- Brrrrrréit WAS COLD! Over $6,000 has been donated so far, all of which gets donated back 

to facilities/organizations supporting the homeless.   

Helping others find life in wateré 

This church year, the Childrenõs Offering each Sunday will be donated to the United Church 

of Christ Mozambique (UCCM), a UCC organization that helps bring clean water to areas of 

Mozambique through the construction of cisterns for  communities in need of clean/safe 

drinking water. The LCC Outreach Team has committed to making this happen for these  

communities through our support. 

(When you use these envelopes, please be sure to put your childõs name on the back so that 

we can add this contribution to your Familyõs Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child 

a chance to feel good about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each 

Sunday.) 

Since joining back with our children after the holiday break, we have been busy learning 
as usual. We welcomed our January 3 year old class with open arms. They are enjoying 
meeting new friends and navigating around a whole room full of new toys!  

 
We will also host Arts Inspired Learning in January. They will show us some wonderful 
dance moves and get our kids moving. It's so good for them during these winter months! 

 

We continue to collect food for the hungry. The kids are always eager to add to our      
donation box. We are so happy to join with LCC on this helpful outreach, especially at 
this time of year. 

 

Haynes also will offer vision screening in early February for all of students in conjunction 
with the Cleveland Sight Center.  

 

We are so excited to see all of the upgrades being done to our well-loved building. We 
thank everyone who has been a part of this endeavor, especially John and Joanna. 

 

Alison Yonkers, Director, 216-256-1578 

The Youth will be serving a TACO LUNCH  

before the LCC Annual Congregational Meeting on  

Sunday, February 3rd     

Order 1, 2, 3, or even 4 tacos! Si! 
 

All proceeds benefit the Youth Mission Trip in July 2019.  
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Children and Family Ministries / A Ministry to Serve                         

CONFIRMATION 2018-2019 

Patti Komperda 

Our 11 Confirmands continue to meet with Pastor Joanna after 
church. Our next òfield tripó will be to the Islamic Center of 
Cleveland on February 10th at 12:30pm: Parents and Sponsors 
(and other LCC members) are also welcome to attend.  

Our LCC 2018-2019 Faith Journey Scripture this year is taken from the Book of 
Amos, 5: 24, òBut let justice roll down like the waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream.ó  

This month, we will continue to see the many forms water can take- -sleet, 
rain, snow, hail, and even fog. What are the many forms of justice we can 
advocate for this month? 

 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2019: 

SAVE THE DATE 

To Mars and Beyond:  

Explore Where Godõs Power 
Can Take Youé 

Monday-Friday, June 10-14, 2019,  

 9:30am-noon  

Our confirmation class is moving right along. We met for the first time with all of our            
sponsors in late January, and spent some time talking about why each confirmation student 
chose their mentor, and then allowing their mentor to talk about why they call LCC 
òhome.ó Common themes had to do with feeling welcome and loved, being allowed to 
question and evolve on our faith journey, being ôourselvesõ here, and being a part of a 
church with strong children and youth programming. I loved hearing everyoneõs stories and 
am delighted to see the ways that we grow together in the coming months in confirmation.  

Our confirmand-sponsor partnerships are: Brandon Erway with Shawn Warren, Olivia 
Diemert with Julie Warren, Cameron Wereb with Sarah Banyasz, Sofia Boyd with Emma  
Barcelona, Edie Barcelona with Kelly Amen, Evelyn Richards with Jay Tamilio, Rosie Cronin 
with Greg Wereb, Parker Toms with Sue Tamilio, Frankie Basile with Carrie Hill, Sean Taylor 
with Tom Leatherman, and Keller Sbertoli with Bill Fraunfelder (not pictured).  

Please keep us all in your prayers as we navigate this beautiful journey.  

         Pastor Joanna 

Confirmands and their Sponsors 



 T  C  P  7 

A Ministry to Serve         

COMMUNITY MEAL        
THURSDAY, February 7th  

 

Join us  for the LCC Community Meal! 

   As always, we will start set-up and food preparation about 4:00pm.  We'll then plate the 

food and be ready for service at 6:00pm. We will be celebrating Valentineõs Day and expecting higher 

numbers as people recover from the government shutdown/furloughs. 

 We will need people to help put up tables and chairs, set tables, make coffee, tea, lemonade  

and food.  During dinner, we will need a few folks in the kitchen to assist with refilling dishes for second 

helpings and afterwards we will need assistance with clean-up of the social hall and kitchen.   

 We generally finish up by 7:15pm or so - we welcome you for any amount of time you can join us! 

If you are unable to make our community dinner but are interested in serving, Trinity is in need of help 

for their community meals. Their February schedule is posted below.   

Thank you, Cynthia Sbertoli, cksbertoli@outlook.com 

TRINITY COMMUNITY MEALS : FEBRUARY 2019: 

    Monday, February 4, at 6:00 pm 

    Sunday, February 10, at 4:00 pm 

    Saturday, February 16, 12:00 pm  

Volunteers are needed for two shifts for each meal. The first shift helps with meal prep and setting up 
for the meal. The second shirt helps with serving the meal and cleaning-up afterwards. 

TRINITY PANTRY: Our pantry distribution is Saturday, February  23, 10:00 am-12:00 pm and volunteers 
are welcome between 9:00 am-9:30 am to help with the bagging of goods. 

To volunteer, sign-up at this link or with Pastor Sara at tlcolkwd@gmail.com 

Trinity is also looking for a lead cook for the third Saturday meal. If at all interested, please contact  
Pastor Sara.  
 

A Ministry to Serve         

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
LCC and Haynes collected  22 bags of food to donate in January to  

Lakewood Community Services Center! 

The first Sunday of the month is our food collection day. Items can be dropped off in the baskets 

LCC PRAYER CHAIN  
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the Sanctuary or you can 
call the church office if you, or someone you love, is in need of prayer. If you would 
like to join our LCC Prayer Chain with members Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy 
MacDougall, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy Gibbs,  Alicia 
Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, J Horner, Patti Dobro,  Karen Lee, Pastor Joanna, and 
Patti Komperda. Let Karen Lee (church office) or Pastor Joanna know if you would like 
to be added to the Chain or if you would like to add a prayer.   

mailto:cksbertoli@outlook.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e48aba62ba4fa7-february
mailto:tlcolkwd@gmail.com

