
 Mission Statement 

We strive to be a welcoming,  
worshipping community of faith,  
helping people discover and deepen  
their relationship with God,  
growing as disciples of Christ,  

and reaching out in faith and loving service. 
 

 The Columns 
LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (UCC) 

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SUNDAY, December 2nd 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

ñA Thrill of Hope, the Weary World Rejoicesò 
First Sunday in Advent 
Worship for All Ages 
Holy Communion 

Birthday Sunday/Hunger Sunday 

Now thru December 16th 

Childrenõs  
Christmas Pageant and 
LCC Holiday Dinner 
December 16th  

5:00 p.m.  
in the Social Hall  

Family Service   

5:00pm 

All Ages Service  

9:00pm 

 



Happy Advent, Church! 

 

When we first became parents, we talked about how we werenõt òdoingó Santa. I struggled with 
the idea of teaching our children about this person who was magical, real, and never seen, while 
at the same time teaching them about God who is òmagical,ó real, and never seen. When they 
eventually learn that Santa isnõt real, how would that affect their confidence in the Divine 
Mystery of God? 
 
I maintained this way of thinking until our oldest met Santa for the first time. During her 
Christmas program at preschool, they rehearsed and then performed a song called òWhere is 
Santa?ó without knowing that when they sang the song, Santa Claus himself would walk on stage. 
 
I watched as her whole preschool class dropped their jaws to the floor. The emotions were raw 
and real. Tears of happiness, astonishment, disbelief! They didnõt run to embrace him; they just 
stood there, frozen in a joy-filled awe. And that was the moment my feelings about Santa Claus 
changed. 
 
Astonishment and wonder are human conditions. They are also essential to our spirituality. We 
look out into the universe and lose ourselves in the vastness. We look at a star and wonder what 
it is or where it came from. We look at the world around us and notice how filled with mystery it 
is. What Iõve come to realize is that Santa, along with the other make-believing we do with our 
children, is a channel for this human condition. It is the place where awe and wonder can grow 
and evolve, until the time comes when we realize that Santa is just one way of understanding a 
God of Grace-Filled Giving Mystery. 
 
So we òdoó Santa now. But hereõs something we òbetter watch outó for: a Santa who threatens 
to give only to the ònice ones;ó a Santa who watches our every move and decides our worth 
accordingly. If Santa is one way of understanding God, Santa must be Grace-Filled and 
Unconditional too. Our God never has and never will give to us based on merit. Our God does not 
only embrace and receive the ònice ones.ó Our God knows that we are all òniceó regardless of 
our human mistakes and misdirected behavior; no matter who we are or where we 
are on lifeõs journey. 
 
As you stop to look at where you stand in your faith during this new year, I invite you to 
reminisce about the feelings of awe and wonder you felt when you were a child on Christmas 
Eve. Did you listen for hooves on the rooftop? Did you set out cookies for Santa to eat, and 
smile in amazement in the morning when the cookies were gone? Did you try to calculate how 
Santa could get around the world in only one night? 
 
Then ask yourselfñ have those questions translated into your faith in God today? Do you listen for 
the sound of Godõs voice when you lay quietly in your bed? Do you smile in amazement when a 
prayer is answered in a way you didnõt expect? Do you try to calculate how God could possibly 
have unconditional love for every single human being and every single element of creation? 

Filled with Awe and Wonder, And Delight and Anticipation for a first Advent with LCC. 

 

Pastor Joanna 
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 As I Was Sayingé                                            



As we find ourselves going into Advent, leading up to that ònew and glorious mornó when we have 
the great joy of once again celebrating Christõs birth, I find myself humbled by the grandeur and 
glory of the time. One of our choirõs selections for Christmas Eve asks òWith what offerings may we 
greet the Christ child?ó Surely enough, the brightest, tinsliest Christmas tree, the most tender 
òSilent Night,ó the loudest organ registration for the final verse of òJoy to the World,ó all of these 
seem insufficient gifts to honor him. Yet we must continue to try. 

This December, the choirõs offerings will feature several, beautiful a cappella Advent compositions 
and arrangements. Handbells will ring òCarol of the Bellsó on December 23rd. Then, on Christmas 
Eve, we invite you to enjoy beautiful music either during our 5:00pm family-oriented service or our 
more traditional service featuring the choir at 9:00pm, with several solos and ensembles pre-service 
beginning around 8:40pm. I will then be taking the last Sunday of the year off as vacation, though 
knowing me, Iõll probably be working on writing something or other! 

In Festival Arts, the Greater Cleveland Flute Society joins us during our December 2nd service to play 
arrangements of several favorite Advent and Christmas tunes. On December 14th, CityMusic 
Cleveland is performing a program featuring The Cleveland Orchestraõs principal oboist, Frank 
Rosenwein. Les D®lices and Quire Cleveland are partnering on Charpentierõs Midnight Mass, to be 
performed on December 22nd. And auditions will be held on December 9th for our annual Youth 
Musical, Youõre a Good Man, Charlie Brown. 

I wish everyone a blessed Advent and Christmas time, full of excitement and warmth when you need 
it, and also of rest and peace when that is more your speed. 
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 D Director of  Music Ben Malkevitch                              

Yʪʰʯʣ Mʰʮʤʞ 

As you know, Music for our children has been integrated into our Faith Formation 
programmingéwe want our children to know that there are many ways we can 
praise the Lord and ask for help and guidance-through reading, art, dance,          
acting, and musicéNoah Hamrick, our Childrenõs/Youth Music Director, will          
continue working with our young people to  develop their music skills and love 
for music this year! How beautifully our preschool-5th graders sang òJesus Loves 
Meó on November 4th.  

We encourage Children (even if not in the Pageant)/Youth to participate in 
our           Christmas Eve Family Worship at 5:00pm on December 24th.   

Details to follow-watch your emails!  

LCC YOUTH MUSICAL AUDITIONS 

3rd-12th Graders are invited to audition on Sunday, December 9th from 11:30am-1:30pm in the LCC  
Social Hall, for this year's LCC Youth Musical: "You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown."  This show is full of 
great characters, wonderful messages and fantastic music that will become favorites in no time. We 
will be doing an expanded version of the original 6 cast-member production to include more of the 
many characters of the "Peanuts-verse," so there are plenty of roles to go around. The show will be per-
formed April 13th & 14th, 2019! All LCC Youth and past participants are invited to audition and ENCOUR-
AGED to bring their friends!! 

This year, we are so lucky to have Doug Bailey direct the show, teaming up with Ben Malkevitch as Mu-
sic Director. Doug is the tenor section leader in the LCC Choir, and has performed in and directed many 
shows in the Cleveland area, most recently with the Mighty Goliath Players out of Avon Lake. We are SO 
lucky to have him as part of our team! We are also thrilled to keep Lindy Warren on board to assist 
Doug and choreograph the dance numbers. Karen Lee will return as Stage Manager, Shawn Warren as 
set       designer and Julie Warren and I will serve as Production Managers for the show. 

Auditioners should be prepared to sing about 60 seconds of a song of your choice, and read a scene 
from the script which will be assigned at the audition. Also, please come to the auditions knowing po-
tential conflicts you might have on Sunday afternoons January-April, and evenings the week before the 
show. 
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda  

WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES 

Our next Worship for All Ages, Hunger/Communion/December Birthday 
celebration will be Sunday, December 2nd.  

During worship all children will be asked to place Angels on this yearõs Angel Treeé 

Also, Children in the Christmas Pageant (preschool-5th grades) should meet in 
the Social Hall after birthday cake to read-through this yearõs Christmas 
PageantñóFollow the Starsó. They should be done around 11:30am 

Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for the youngest 
members of our church family (infants-4 year olds), and Activity Bags for other 
children are located in the back of the Sanctuary, if needed.  

2018-2019 Faith Formation for Children/Youth: Children of all ages explored the concepts of giving 
and sharing throughout the month of November; they gave away one of their toys to a refugee child and 
collected loose change to buy mittens/gloves to donate to LCSC. 

 

ELIZA JENNINGS WORSHIP 

For 6th-12th graders and beyondéSpecial thanks to Kate Dailey and   
Charlie Begy and the twelve Youth who worshipped at Eliza Jennings 
Nursing home in November. Our next worship will be:  

   Sunday, December 23rd! Note DATE CHANGE 

PLEASE meet in the Youth Room no later than 10:00am on those      
Sundays to organize and get on our way. Adult drivers are always                 
needed, so stop by the Youth Room before worship and see if we 
have enoughéor not!  

In December, we will rehearse this yearõs Christmas PageantñóFollow the 
Starsó - with our preschool-5th graders in the Social Hall during our Faith 
Formation time on December 9th and 16th. For those children not in the 
Pageant, Faith Formation will occur in the 1st-3rd grade room-Sanctuary   
level/west side of the hallway. 

Because we rehearse the Pageant only 4 times before performance, we 
hope you can carve the time out of your busy schedules to be there...Note 
rehearsal schedule below: 

 

12/2: Read through of Pageant in Social Hall after Birthday Cake 

12/8: Rehearsal from 11:00am ð12:15pm in the Social Hall 

12/9: Rehearsal during FF until about 11:30am 

12:15: Dress Rehearsal drom 9:30am-10:45pm in the Social Hallñparent helpers needed 

12/16: Rehearsal during FF time until 11:30am 

12/16: Performance at 5:00 pm; please be in costume in the Youth Room at 4:45pm 

A REMINDER to all parents: Donõt forget to sign up NOW for the Holiday Dinneré.itõs your 

òticketó to see the Pageant. 
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda  

 
Our Middle and High School Youth Groups will have a busy monthé 

 

¶ On November 4th, they made $456 on their Potato Bake Lunch-THANK YOU Kids, 
Parents, and Supporters! 

¶ They are presently selling Christopher Leoõs delicious Cranberry Pear Relishð 
aka Relish the Moment-for $8 a jar, $15 for two jars through December 

30th...Special THANKS to Christopher and Cathy Spicer  and a lot of teens and parent helpers who 
òconcocted itó one Saturday morning in November! 

¶ On Sunday, November 18th, LCC/St. Peterõs Episcopal Church hosted, for the 5th year in a row, the Y-
Haven/CPT production, Outside the Mirror. The Youth ate lunch with the actors before the performance 
and shared in conversation. Two of the actors will speak to the Youth in depth, about their addictions 
and homeless experiences to prepare them for their Homeless Awareness Sleep-Out on January 19-20, 
2019. Thanks to the Youth and their parents who prepared the fantastic lunch! 

¶ The Youth enjoyed their annual (8th) Thanksgiving Potluck on Sunday, November 25th. 

¶ Youth Christmas òDIPó Party will be Sunday, December 9th, from 5:30pm ð7:30pm in the Youth Room. 
The teens will walk over to the Dollar Store and purchase a bag of gifts to then donate to Refugee   
children in the greater Cleveland area. More details to follow from Sarah. 

¶ The Youth will have their annual Lock-In at LCC on Wednesday, January 2ñThursday, January 3, from 
8:00pmñ8:00am. Please be sure to notify Sarah of your attendance and if you are bringing a friend (A 
special form must be filled out for the friend AND Mike or Sarah would like to meet the friendõs Parent
(s) before the Lock-In). 

 

By the way: are you checking your REMIND account and Emails for updates on the various Youth activities? 

Helping others find life in wateré 

This church year, the Childrenõs Offering each Sunday will be donated to the United 
Church of Christ Mozambique (UCCM)-a UCC organization that helps bring clean   
water to areas of Mozambique through the construction of cisterns for  communities 
in need of clean/safe drinking water.  

The LCC Outreach Team has committed to making this happen for these             
communities through our support. (When you use these envelopes, please be sure 
to put your childõs name on the back so that we can add this contribution to your 
Familyõs Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child a chance to feel good about 
giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each Sunday.) 

The Childrenõs Faith Formation 
Team is sponsoring a mitten/glove 
tree in the West Clifton hallway. 
Please place your donations on the 
Christmas Tree! 

$41.46 collected from the Faith 
Formation Spare Change collection. 
Mittens and gloves were purchased 
and donated to LCSC. Thank you! 

Remember that delicious Cranberry 
Pear Relish you bought last year? It is 
back!...Christopher Leo has again 
volunteered to make it with the kids 
for the Holidaysñonly $8 a jarñthe 
perfect Holiday Hostess gift or to 

compliment your Holiday meal! Look for the  
table in the West Clifton Hallway on Sunday,  
November 18th and through December. 
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Children and Family Ministries                         Patti Komperda  

CONFIRMATION 2018-2019 

The 11 confirmands continue to meet with Pastor Joanna after church. We will 
experience a Mass at St. James Catholic Church at 4:30pm on December 8th. 
Parents and Sponsors are welcome to attend also. Meet 4:20pm in the Narthex 
of the church.      Patti Komperda 

Our LCC 2018-2019 Faith Journey Scripture this year is taken from: 
the Book of Amos, 5: 24 

òBut let justice roll down like the waters, and righteousness like an           
ever-flowing stream.ó  

Talk about how important water has been to civilizations throughout history, 
showing children on a map the journey Mary and Joseph made to Bethlehemé
it was across hot and dry land, and water was often hard to find. Point out 
how easy getting a glass of water is for us because we live so close to the 
abundant and beautiful Lake Erie,  how grateful we should bel for it and wise 
in how we use itéAnd thus is true for how we practice and encourage justice 
and righteousness for all people around the worldé 

Our confirmation class continues to meet just about every other Sunday after church. They are a great 
group of 11 kids who get along very well with each other. I enjoy watching them bounce thoughts off of 
each other and develop their faith. Recently, we did a general overview of the Bible and talked about 
when it was written, who wrote it, and discussed the difference between òtruthó and òfact.ó In other 
words, a story in the Bible can portray the Truth about Godõs relationship with Godõs people, without be 
a literal, factual account. The youth expressed varying degrees of understanding about that idea, but by 
the end of class, we all agreed that it was very helpful for them in understanding how to read the Bible. 
We have also been looking at different types of prayer, and writing The Lordõs Prayer in words that help 
them understand what theyõre saying. When weõre finished, weõd like to share that collaborative piece 
with you.  

In the November Columns, I said that we would be sharing 2-3 sentence bios about each of the           
Confirmands this month in the December Columns, but our time has not allowed that to happenñ With 
Grace upon Grace, I hope you understand, and weõll aim to do it in January.  

Please continue to hold these amazing young people in your prayers.   Pastor Joanna  

The fall has been good to us at Haynes though we certainly miss our tree that was removed 
from the West Clifton tree lawn. We enjoyed looking at the changing leaves each morning. 
Our classroom is even brighter than it use to be! 

Canine Companions came to our school during October. The kids and families really enjoyed 
seeing all 7 dogs that came to visit. They were so well-behaved and loved getting pets and 
scratches from everyone! 

I attended two preschool fairs in the last 3 weeks. They are put on by our local PTA groups. 
We get to brag about how awesome our little gem is and I make a lot of connections with 
new families. I am in full registration mode for next school year. If you know anyone who is 
looking for the best preschool in town, please send them my way! 

We enjoyed Thanksgiving feasts with our children and was pleasantly surprised about what 
they were most thankful for. One student said he was most thankful for his bed! 

Here's to the holidays, snow fall and fun! 

Alison Yonkers, Director  

216-256-1578 

 

The Haynes Nursery School Board will meet Monday, January 14, 2019                             
from at 6:30pm-8:30pm in the Parlor.  
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A Ministry to Serve         

COMMUNITY MEAL        
THURSDAY, December 6th  

 

Join us December 6th for the LCC Community Meal! 

   As always, we will start set-up and food preparation about 4:00pm.  We'll then plate the 

food and be ready for service at 6:00pm. For the holiday we are having a sing-a-long with musicians! We 

hope to have you join us for the meal and holiday fun. 

 We will need people to help put up tables and chairs, set tables, make coffee, tea, lemonade  

and food.  During dinner, we will need a few folks in the kitchen to assist with refilling dishes for second 

helpings and afterwards we will need assistance with clean-up of the social hall and kitchen.   

 We generally finish up by 7:15pm or so - we welcome you for any amount of time you can join us! 

If you are unable to make our community dinner but are interested in serving, Trinity is in need of help 

for their community meals. Their December schedule is posted below.   

  

TRINITY COMMUNITY MEALS, PANTRY: DECEMBER 2018: 

    Monday, December 3, at 6:00pm 

    Sunday, December 9, at 4:00pm 

    Saturday, December 15, 12:00pm (meal) 

Our pantry distribution is Saturday, December 22, 10:00am-12:00pm and volunteers are welcome at 
9:30am to help with the bagging of goods. 
 

To volunteer contact Pastor Sara at tlcolkwd@gmail.com 

        Thank you,  

        Cynthia Sbertoli, cksbertoli@outlook.com 

 

Reminder: both Trinity and St. Peterõs Episcopal will be using the LCC kitchen for their community 
mealsñthere are plenty of opportunities to serve in this mission of outreach.           

A Ministry to Serve         

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
LCC donated 17 bags of food in November to Lakewood Community Services Center! 

The first Sunday of the month is our food collection day. Items can be dropped off in 
the baskets lining  the West Clifton Hallway 

Friends and Family 

Our church has several members that are unable to attend church on a regular basis. As a 
community of faith, it would be heartwarming to these members for us to think of them 
more often during the year than just at the holidays. There are always opportunities that 
each of us could make on our own such as a phone call, a quick visit, or a òThinking of 
Youó card. Beginning this month there will be cards in the Parlor for you to sign and                   
add a short note. Letõs remember to reach out to our own as well as to others in the 
community and our world.  

mailto:tlcolkwd@gmail.com
mailto:cksbertoli@outlook.com
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A Ministry to Serve         

COMMUNITY CORNER  
 
Christmas Food Driveó Lakewood Charitable Assistance Corporation (LCAC) 
All events are held at the Lakewood Masonic Temple on the corner of Detroit/Andrews  
  Friday, December 14th ð  
   10:00am-1:00pm: Sorting cans and non-perishables 
   6:00pm-7:30pm: Packing non-perishable bags 
  Saturday, December 15th ð  
   9:00am-12:00pm (approx.): Perishable Food Sorting & Delivery 
Jobs for all ages and abilities! Dress warm and bring a friend! 
 

Check out  the photo of Joann Riordan volunteering at a Coats for Kids event this month (on the bulletin 
board).  
Karen Lee drove 3 young H20 volunteers delivering food for the LCAC Thanksgiving drive. They delivered 
to 9 homes in Lakewood. 
 
Have you recently volunteered? Are you part of an event that needs volunteers or fundraising?  
Please contact Laura Hampton at lblesseh@bw.edu to have your information included in future additions  
of The Columns or the weekly bulletin. 

The Adult Faith Formation Team  
 
The Adult Faith Formation Team, in keeping with the Mission Statement of our 
church, hopes you will take the initiative to venture out, learn more, and come back 
ready to discuss with your church family the questions/thoughts/worries/and suggestions 
you have to the all-pervasive problem of the many injustices imposed upon marginalized 
people-young and old- not only in the U.S., but around our world. This year, we will   
extend our Sacred Conversation to include two additional groups of marginalized people 
as we explore Gender Identity and Prison Reform. The dates of these programs will be 
posted on the Adult Faith Formation bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway.  

Special Thanks to Dave and Laura Sangree for sharing their Peace Corps experience on 
November 14th. The discussion following both the noon and 7:30pm presentations helped 
answer many questions about the Mozambique Well that LCC is sponsoring. Have you 
thought about donating, but still have questions? See Christy Gray, Dave Sangree, Vicki 
Smigelski, or Laura Hampton for answers. We hope to collect $6,000 to pay for the Well 
from your donations.  
The Adult FF Team will meet at 7:30pm on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 to plan for future 
programming, Lent, and Easter. 

LCC PRAYER CHAIN  
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the 
Sanctuary or you can call the church office if you, or someone you love, 
is in need of prayer. If you would like to become a link on our LCC 
Prayer Chain along with Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy 
MacDougall, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy 
Gibbs, Alicia Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, J. Horner, Patti Dobro,  
Karen Lee, Pastor Joanna, and Patti Komperda; let Patti K know and we 
will gladly add you to our email!  

mailto:lblesseh@bw.edu

