The Columns
LAK EWOOD C ONGREGATIO NAL CH URCH (UCC )
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMIN G CHU RCH
OF TH E U NITED CHURCH OF CH RIST

Mission Statement
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshipping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God,
growing as disciples of Christ,
and reaching out in faith and loving service.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1
COMMUNITY MEAL
3pm—7pm
Assist us with cooking, serving,
fellowship, and/or donations

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
ANNUAL MEETING OF
LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Immediately following worship, we will gather in the social hall.
Childcare is provided.

Our Annual Lenten POTLUCK SOUP Dinner and Worship
will begin at 6:00pm on Wednesday, February 14th and
end at 7:30pm with Ashes placed upon our foreheads.
On that evening Adults and Children will receive their
Lenten Devotionals.
AGAIN, let me say, “This Gathering is for ALL AGES”

The Adult Faith Formation Team will be continuing
A Sacred Conversation about Race: White Privilege as follows:
Monday, February 26th 7:00-8:30pm:
The Impact of Racism and White Privilege on Education
presented by John Komperda, Middle School Principal (retired)
and Ohio Improvement Process Consultant
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As I Was Saying…

Rev. Mark Thomas

My Dear Friends,
By now just about everyone knows that May 6th will be my last Sunday as your pastor.
When I close worship on that day, I will have enjoyed the honor of being your pastor for
4,917 days! But we have a while to go together and there is work to be done!
The congregation will once again gather for its Annual Meeting and review the work
accomplished and the visions created in 2017. Certainly one of the major events at LCC last
year was the welcoming of Trinity Lutheran Church as they begin to “nest” with us. To be sure,
there are situations that arise from the fact there are two worshipping communities sharing
Sunday morning. To be sure, for this to be successful, clear communications and a willingness
to make it work are required. I want to thank our friends of Trinity for their best efforts to
minimize as much as possible any conflicts that have arisen. They are already offering one
Community Meal a month, which is served on the first Monday of each month. In March they will
be adding two more Community Meals to their monthly schedule.
Each year I look forward to the annual Bulwer-Lytton Fiction awards. These awards come
from a literary competition that challenges entrants to compose the opening sentence to the
worst of all possible novels. In 2017, Tony Buccella wrote the following sentence for his entry in
the contest and was named first runner-up.
“Although in the rusty tackle box of his mind he yearned to be a #3 buck-tail spinner, Bob
knew deep down he must accept his cruel fate as a bottom-bouncing rig, forever destined to
scrap the muddy bottom of the river of life.”
For forty years as a minister, I have sought to provide the exact opposite version of
humanity’s value. Far from being created to be “bottom feeders,” humanity is blessed with
such potential to do good, to promote justice, and to create a far more loving and supportive
community for all. God doesn’t relegate us to the mud, but as the sacred poetry of Genesis
reminds us, we were pulled from the mud and given life and pronounced “good” by our Creator.
God calls us not to places of shadow but to stand on top of the mountain in the fullness of light.
Together we have sought to lift each other into that light of Divine grace. I know you
have brought much sunshine to my life as the years have passed. Your prayers and support
provided immeasurable help to me when I had surgery. Your love carried me through the
wilderness of Laurie’s illnesses.
I have loved this path I have chosen for my life and that joy has been all the greater for
having you to share this walk of life! Let’s enjoy the time we have left as both tears and
laughter are shared.
Your brother in Jesus,

Mark

During service on Sunday January 28th, Sharon Schuldt spoke about Building Hope in the City. Building
Hope in the City serves to help refugees in the greater Cleveland area. The organization has several
volunteer opportunities but three are of particular interest to LCC:
1) Daytime Volunteering at the Hope Center
The Hope Center has ESL and citizenship classes on Monday and Wednesday mornings. Volunteers
are needed to assist the teachers, help students in the classroom or work one-on-one with students before or after classes. While parents are in classes at The Hope Center, free childcare is
provided for the children. Volunteers are needed to help watch the children. Volunteers are able
to bring their own children while volunteering in the childcare center.
2) Evening Tutoring
Building Hope in the City provides tutoring for students K-8th grade and needs volunteers to be
tutors. Curriculum is provided, so no education experience is necessary. This volunteer
opportunity is open to adults as well as high school aged students.
3) Refugee Mentoring
Building Hope in the City pairs a volunteer group or family with a refugee family that has recently
come to Cleveland. The volunteers work with the family directly to help them adjust to life here
by assisting with things such as making doctor’s appointments, shopping in stores and setting up
bank accounts. The volunteers act as a support system while the refugee family becomes more
acclimated to the community. This is a great opportunity for entire families to volunteer together.
Interested in volunteering? Go to http:/ / buildinghopeinthecity.org/ cleveland/ volunteer/ to fill out a
volunteer general interest form. Questions can also be directed to Laura Hampton at lblesseh@bw.edu.
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Director of Music
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Ben Malkevitch

In a past Columns, I wrote a bit about the history of Protestant hymns; their majestic tunes and
lofty, "King James Version” era language have been a bulwark of church services for centuries and
generations. That said, musical tastes and linguistic conventions have evolved since the good ol’ 1600’s
and, especially in the last 50 years, there has been a concerted effort to augment our history with new
tunes and new words which reflect modern-day society and faith. Pastors and musicians have also felt
the need to write hymn texts full of vernacular imagery and gender inclusivity/neutrality. A fine
exemplar of this trend is Ruth C. Duck, Professor of Worship at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
in Evanston, Illinois. She is an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ, served on the committee
which crafted the Chalice Hymnal, published in 1995, and twenty of her hymn tunes or texts are included
in the hymnal. A prolific author, she has written over 150 hymns which have been included in at least 14
different denominations’ hymnals and anthologies. Here is a bit of her story:
Born in Washington, DC, Ruth Duck describes herself as “an awkward, a shy teenager from a
difficult family background. Healing religious experiences guided my growth. We lived near Annapolis,
where I got to know a lot of kids. I have learned 'to love God more nearly with heart, mind, and soul.' I
felt no longer diminished but grew into affirming myself and reaching beyond myself.” She considered
being a visual artist and piano major in college but, struggling with performance anxiety, switched to
English instead. She clearly loved being a student, as she earned degrees from Southwestern University,
Memphis, Tennessee (B.A.), Chicago Theological Seminary, Illinois (M.Div.), University of Notre Dame,
Indiana (M.A.), and Boston University School of Theology, Massachusetts (Th.D.) Her choice to enter the
ministry was precipitated by the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968.
Duck began her hymn writing by adapting older hymns with language that was more inviting. She
then forged a path of writing her own original texts, both to traditional and newer hymn tunes, espousing
the values of gender-neutral language and cultural diversity. She feels strongly that “cultural diversity in
the church brings rich gifts of song, of visual arts, of dance, of exuberance, of quietness, of many ways
to praise God and to open our hearts and minds and doors. Being a multicultural church ultimately means
being united to Christ.”
Of course, an idea is only as good as the craft which is used to bring it to fruition and Duck has
clearly thought considerably about her craft. You can read some of her guidelines for writing hymn texts
on her website at https:/ / ruthduckhymnist.net/ tips-for-hymn-text-writers/ - among them are:
Find your own voice. Be creative in choosing subject matter and fresh in choosing words.
Identify subjects that deserve more attention.
Find images to give focus to your ideas; a hymn is not a theological treatise, but a poem.
Choose images carefully, to honor all people; for example, avoid overuse of male terms and use
of “dark” or “blind” as metaphors for sin or evil.
Avoid speaking of God’s dwelling as “above”—even though it rhymes with love.
Keep sentence structure simple, with subject and verb close together, so that singers can follow
your meaning. Each sentence should be grammatically complete in most cases.
Revise, revise, revise. The hymn is not complete until you’ve said what you intended with good
discipline, so that others can sing it with ease.
I leave you with an example of Dr. Duck’s pithy writing which follows her own good advice; these
are a couple of verses from her text for the 1992 hymn, Jesus Took the Bread. I’d argue that the text is
efficient, poignant, and singable. As with many of her texts, it performs the trick of being at once deeply
meaningful and yet simply wrought.
Jesus broke the bread; then he poured the wine.
Broken body, life poured out, God gives as sign.
Weak, afraid and lost: that is when we’re healed.
In our human brokenness: there God is revealed.
Jesus gives the bread at our table still,
gives the cup to those who seek God’s loving will.
Let us go in peace; let us freely give,
sharing love with all the world daily as we live.
Coming up next month, our annual Talent Show and Auction on March
3rd promises
to be full of
th
surprises and joyous performance; you won’t want to miss it! On March 24 and 25th, our congregation’s
youth will present Narnia, a beautiful, expressive show based on C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe. Its allegorical message of faith, forgiveness, and resilience is always timely for us all and is
full of worthy lessons for these fabulous adolescents as they navigate their journey toward maturity.
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A Ministry to Serve
COMMUNITY MEAL
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1st
We had 55 guests at our January
meal. Our next meals will be
Thursday, February 1st and Thursday, March 1st.
Please sign-up in the West Clifton hall to help serve and clean up.
☺ Lori Waddell

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
LCC with Haynes Nursery School
donated 25 bags of food in January
to Lakewood Community Services Center!

February is the Month of Love
th

th graders

As you know, our 4 /5
collected items for a Refugee Welcome Kit this past November. As we
continue to develop our relationship with the Refugee branch of Catholic Charities, we will be collecting,
throughout the month of February, Cleaning Supplies for our Refugee families in the greater Cleveland
area. Look for the RED collection bin in the West Clifton hallway, and THANK YOU ahead of time for
sharing your love with others this month!
Sunday, February 11: Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, Bathroom/Kitchen Cleanser
Sunday, February 18: Sponges/cleaning rags, Paper Towels), Trash bags
Sunday, February 25: Waste Baskets, Mops, Toilet Brush/Plunger, Broom/Dustpan

HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES
This year again the Children’s Offerings each Sunday will continue to support Heifer
International, an organization that helps people in need by providing them with
farm animals, trees, water, and other necessities to sustain their lives and become
self-sufficient.
Your box of Offertory Envelopes is available on the table underneath the
FF bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway. When you use these envelopes,
please be sure to put your child’s name on the back so we can add this contribution
to your Family’s Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child a chance to feel good
about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each Sunday.

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL LIVING GIFT MARKET
Thanks to everyone who purchased gifts at our Heifer International Living Gift Market
in December. We sent a donation of $1,250.45 to Heifer. That included last year’s
Faith Formation weekly collection of $185.45. This gift will help Heifer continue their
mission to link communities and help bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to
areas with a long history of poverty. Heifer’s animals provide partners with both food
and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be
traded or sold at market.

The Open Table
It was wonderful to have Beverly Johnson with us in worship last month and learn more about The
Open Table and their work with young people aging out of foster care. Several members have
expressed an interest in sitting on a table and we will be working with the organization to gather
more information and move toward forming one or two tables. Groups of six to eight people meet
with the young person for an hour once a week for a year. It is a big commitment but one that sounds
very fulfilling. If you are interested and did not sign up in January, please contact Vicki Smigelski at
216-789-5020 or at vsmigelski@kksg.com for more information.
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Children and Family Ministries

Patti Komperda

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4th
WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES
HUNGER SUNDAY BIRTHDAY SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION
Worship for ALL Ages (WFAA) is the first Sunday of each month. This is a time when
we can ALL worship together as a church family. It is also Hunger, Communion, and
Birthday Sunday!
Our next WFAA will be Sunday, February 4, 2018! Worship will be followed by a
“Souper” Bowl Sunday Lunch (Youth Fundraiser) and our Annual Congregational
Meeting.
Please put the following very important WFAA Sundays on your calendars:
On Sunday, March 4th Mark celebrates 40 years in Ministry! Please join us for
worship and a reception in the Parlor following worship
On Sunday, April 1st we will celebrate Easter, followed by our traditional Easter
Egg Hunt!
On Sunday, May 6th Mark will celebrate his final worship with LCC before entering
the Land of Retirement. Please join us for worship and a reception in the Social Hall
following worship.
Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for the youngest
members of our church family (infants-4 year olds), and Activity Bags for other
children are located in the back of the Sanctuary, if needed.

2018 Faith Formation for Children
As most of our parents already know, LCC uses Seasons of the Spirit (Woodlake Publishing) is our
lectionary-based Faith Formation curriculum that we use with all of our children, Preschool-12th
grades. Through it, our FF Leaders hope to guide the children along their Faith Journeys, with the
teachings of how God/Jesus expects us to behave through stories from both the Old and New
Testaments. We strive to bring the Good News alive to our children through a variety of intelligences
- storytelling, art, music, drama, reading…tasting, listening, smelling, touching, and seeing…
As we approach the Season of Lent, our February explorations for all groups will focus on stories from
the New Testament about Jesus’ Healing and the Transfiguration, then on to the concept of covenant
through the stories from the Old Testament, Book of Genesis of Noah and the Rainbow-the symbol of
promise to God’s promise to Sarah and Abraham. We hope that at home these stories can also be
re-read and discussed as they contain key concepts of our Protestant faith.
By the way, as will be shared at the Congregational Meeting, our 4th and 5th graders received a
beautiful Thank You note for the Refugee Welcome Kit donated to Catholic Charities. They have
made a pledge to raise money for our refugee population by creating notecards that represent Peace
and sell them to the Congregation in early spring. Thank You Kate Dailey for your guidance on this
project.
Also, Andrew Mathay of Catholic Charities
is coming to LCC to speak to ALL Faith Formation Groups
about Refugees on Sunday, February 25th.

Our LCC 2018 Faith Journey Scripture this year is taken from the Prayer of Francis
Assisi: “Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace…”
The purpose of our Faith Journey Scripture is to help us ALL focus on a spiritual
idea and then allow and encourage it to permeate our lives in relationship with
ourselves, each other, our planet, and God. The intent is to begin and end each
day with a collective empathy for all people, all things. Some time each day
wonder how you can show/give your LOVE to someone you don’t even know, in the
hopes of becoming an “instrument of God’s peace.” The 9 and 10 year olds have
figured it out, you can too!
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Children and Family Ministries

Patti Komperda

A new Season of the Christian Church, the Season of Lent, begins on
Wednesday, February
14th-Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day and ends on
st
Sunday, April 1 -Easter/April Fool’s Day…is it no wonder our UCC Lenten
Devotional is entitled: Lovers and Fools?!

Our Annual Lenten POTLUCK SOUP Dinner and Worship will begin at 6:00pm on Wednesday, February
14th and end at 7:30pm with Ashes placed upon our foreheads. On that evening Adults and Children will
receive their Lenten Devotionals. AGAIN, let me say, “This Gathering is for ALL AGES”…and we are
delighted that Trinity Lutheran Church will be joining us for this very special worship.
All you need to do is bring some soup to share, bread and beverages will be provided. Wear your good
walking shoes as we visit “stations” throughout the church each of which represents an aspect of Jesus’
life, with a time of meditation and prayer at the end of our evening together. May I encourage you to
try to make this a priority in each of your busy schedules this month? *If you need a ride orthare
uncomfortable driving at night, please call the church office by Monday, February 12 and we will
try to find you a ride so that you can attend this Gathering.
LENT 2018: Give To, Not Up…often the conversation about Lent is, “What did you GIVE UP for Lent?”
Chocolate? Swearing? Alcohol? Mine was always Vegetables! The Adult FF Team decided to turn the
tables on Lent this year, and ask, “Who or What can you GIVE TO for Lent? We are going to try to total
2018 minutes of volunteer
or service or plain ole help over the 40 days of Lent, starting on Ash
Wednesday, February 14th and ending on Easter, April 1st. Suggestions can be found on the bulletin
board in the West Clifton hallway. Just put your name, service and minutes on a post-it note as you
GIVE TO someone or something and post it on the bulletin board. I bet we can do it! Children,
teens, and adults are all invited to take part in this Lenten Challenge…
“What?” “Who?” you ask…a neighbor, a homeless person, an elderly resident of a nursing care facility,
a neighbor, a child, a lost dog, a snowy sidewalk, a clerk, a refugee…brainstorm, and you will find a
dozen ways to GIVE TO for LENT.

Music and Faith Formation
As you know, Music has been integrated into our Faith Formation programming. We want our children to
know that there are many ways we can praise the Lord and ask for help and guidance-through reading,
art, dance, acting and music. Noah Hamrick, our Children’s/Youth Music Director,
meets with all Faith
Formation groups: Middle and High School at the beginning of FF time, then 1st — 5th Graders, ending with
our favorite singers, the Preschool-Kindergarten group. Imagine, all of that in 45 minutes!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018….LOOK OUT! The Rolling River Rampage rolls in to LCC June 11-15,
9:30-noon for 4-11 year olds for $25, $50 family cap! BLOCK OUT YOUR CALENDAR NOW, you really
won’t want to miss out on Experiencing the Ride of a Lifetime with God and Romper the River Otter
Puppet! Registration forms will be available in April!
The Children’s Faith Formation Team will meet next on Monday, May 7 th at 7:15 pm in the
Parlor to plan for Vacation Bible School (VBS will be June 11-15, 2018 from 9:30am-noon)!
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Middle School & High Youth Groups

Sarah & Mike Banyasz

What a success the 2018 (14th Annual) Homeless Awareness Sleep-Out was…
special thanks to Kristen and Brad Humphreys and John Bando and Liz Maugans
for their lead…news coverage was great…and it was a COLD 8 degrees
that night! We collected $4,183!
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS!

Our next Youth Worship at Elizath Jennings Nursing Home
will be on Sunday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH (and ADULT drivers) meet in the Youth Room before 10,
so we can begin our worship at 10:30 at EJ.
(Please note our new, later, worship time)

MISSION TRIP 2018!
Eleven teens and 2 adult chaperones will be traveling to Rochester,
Pennsylvania July 15-20 to work with Hosanna Industries
(www.hosannaindustries.org ) Did you pay your $50 deposit yet?
Please do so ASAP.

Relish Fundraiser
We made $439! THANK YOU!
YOUTH GROUP NEWS
A few parents and preteens gathered for the Youth/Parent meeting on July 28th. Lots of good things got
discussed and decided!
We will try a new meeting time for Youth Groups in February:
Middle School on February 18th: Come for a pizza lunch with Sarah and Mike in the
Youth Room following worship until noonish!
High School on February 25th: Come for a PIZZA lunch with Sarah and Mike in the Youth
Room following worship until noonish!
Looking ahead to another Rock-Climbing Adventure on Sunday March 11th around 8:00pm. RSVP to Mike or
Sarah ASAP so we can reserve the spot. The kids who went last year LOVED IT!
Next YOUTH Fundraiser: Mother’s Day Cupcake Sale, Sunday, May 14th!
The LCC Retreat to Templed Hills scheduled for February 10-11was cancelled…we just didn’t have
enough people sign up….but…after negotiating with the new managers of the camp, we have until
December 31, 2018 to reschedule another Retreat. This would be for at least 10 people, same prices:
one night/4 meals is $63.85 for an adult and $41.10 for a child ages 6-11.
I can envision lots of other church-focused retreat ideas, or, perhaps you are thinking about a family
retreat or reunion that could happen there? Let a member of the Adult or Children’s Faith Formation
Team know your thoughts and we’ll help you plan!
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In and Around LCC
CALLING ALL READERS!
Come to Adventures in Reading
(LCC book club)
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

A Man
Called
Ove

Tuesday, February 13th
12:30 p.m.
Westlake Porter Library
27333 Center Ridge Rd.
(440) 871-2600

Judy Foote and Marty Kennedy will lead the review and discussion of A Man Called Ove © 2014 by Fredrik
Bachman. This is Backman’s first novel and was a #1 bestseller in his native Sweden. At first sight, Ove is
almost certainly the grumpiest man you would ever meet, a curmudgeon with staunch principles, strict
routines, and a short fuse. People think him bitter, and he thinks himself surrounded by idiots. Ove’s
solitary world is turned on its head when a boisterous young family moves in next door. Backman’s novel
about the angry old man next door becomes an uplifting exploration of the unreliability of first impressions,
and a community’s unexpected reassessment of the one person they thought they had all figured out. This is
the second book we have read by Fredrik Backman. In November we read Britt Marie Was Here.

All are welcome to join us!

We have a meeting room reserved just for us. Bring your lunch and be ready to start at 12:30 p.m. for food,
friendship and discussion. Remember to read the book! Sign up on the West Clifton bulletin board or call
the church office at 216-221-9555.
Looking ahead to March:
Our book for discussion will be The Wright Brothers © 2015 by David McCullough.
The Adult Faith Formation Team will be continuing
A Sacred Conversation about Race: White Privilege as follows:
Monday, February 26th 7:00-8:30pm: The Impact of Racism and White Privilege on Education
presented by John Komperda, Middle School Principal (retired)
and Ohio Improvement Process Consultant
th
Monday, March 12 7:00-8:30pm: The “Talk”: an informal panel discussion with three people “of color”
about the impact of racism and white privilege on their lives.
Monday, March 19th 7:00pm-8:30pm: Movie and Discussion-Racism and White Privilege.

A reminder that these evening sessions are intended to not only inform, but to help you reflect on
your own biases, discriminations, and prejudices and what impact they may have, intentionally or
UNINTENTIONALLY, on the lives of people of color in our neighborhoods, cities, and country. The goal was
NOT to blame, finger-point, intimidate, embarrass, judge, or fix; rather, we hope this exploration has
begun an awareness that may guide you down another path of your Faith Journey. Our goal is to continue
this conversation next year. Please pick up a calendar of Events around the Cleveland area pertaining to
this topic to explore and experience.
The LCC Adult Faith Formation Team, in keeping with the Mission Statement of our church, hopes
you will take the initiative to adventure out, learn more, and come back ready to discuss with your
church family the questions/thoughts/worries/and suggestions you have to this all-pervasive problem,
not only in the U.S., but around our world. We hope that you will begin hearing the call to help and
ask how we as a church can make an impact to improve the race relations in the greater Cleveland
area, as a beginning.
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In and Around LCC
MARTHA’S TABLE
Many of you are familiar with Martha, the woman from the Bible
who was all about serving Jesus and others great meals at her home.
(Luke 10: 38-42, John 11: 1-44, 12:2).
Martha’s Table delivers meals to families who have a life event such as
the birth of a new baby, an illness, or the death of a family member.
If you are in need of a meal, please call the church office (216-221-9555)
with your request. The Martha’s Table team will accommodate your
dietary needs and will deliver the meal as arranged with your family.
Martha’s Table team members prepare casseroles or desserts for the
Martha’s Table reserve. Team members also volunteer to deliver meals
as they are available. A sign-up sheet for Martha’s Table is located on
the bulletin board outside the church office.
If you have questions about Martha’s Table,
please see one of the Team Captains, Jennifer Schwelik or Lisa Smith

LCC PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the
Sanctuary or you can call the church office if you, or someone you love,
is in need of prayer. If you would like to become a link on our LCC Prayer
Chain along with Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy MacDougall,
Barb Meggas, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy
Gibbs, Charlotte Brown, Alicia Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, Patti Dobro,
Mark Thomas, and Patti Komperda; let Patti K know and we will gladly
add you to our list!

SECOND SATURDAY—february 10th
Please join with other women
in our church family on
Saturday, February 10th at 9 a.m. in the Parlor. We meet for an
hour of conversation, reflection and prayer. If you have never
joined us, why not start the year trying something new?

LCC Boomer Gals
….if you were born between 1946 and 1964 (+ or -), you are
officially a Baby Boomer…We invite you to enjoy the company of
other Boomers as we meet monthly to catch-up, movie-watch,
eat and more!
The Boomer Gals enjoyed Game Night on the 29th. th
Join us for
dinner and conversation on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 , 6:30 p.m.
at Sweet Melissa’s, 19337 Detroit Rd, Rocky River.
MARCH: Movie Night, Monday, March 26 th, Movie and Time TBA.
Questions/Suggestions? Contact Debi Kasper. 440-554-8798
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Feb. 3

Marian Kenney

Feb. 5

Mark Hogan

Feb. 6

Bonnie Harbaugh
Sandie King
Martha Skillen

Feb. 10

Justin Hiller

Feb. 11

Peggi Mizen

Feb. 15

Amelia Diemert

Feb. 17

George Alkire

Feb. 18

Amy Kemp

Peter Kuhn
Feb. 20

Jack Wills

RETIREMENT PARTY HELP NEEDED
We are looking for a Team to plan Mark’s
Retirement Party. Please contact Debi Kasper or
Patti Komperda if you are interested in helping in
any way.
The date of the Party will be Friday, May 4th!

Lily Wills
Feb. 21

Judy Foote
Laura Sangree

Feb. 23

Sally Alkire

Feb. 24
Feb. 25

Christopher Leo
Matthew March

Feb. 26

Paige Smigelski

Long-time member Jack Rupert
has moved. His new address is:
Jack Rupert
Kendall of Ithaca
2230 N. Triphammer Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850

2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

6pm Community Meal

4

ANNUAL MEETING
Worship for ALL Ages

5

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary 9-12 Haynes
Meeting—
10:00 am: Worship with
Parlor
baptism—Sanctuary
11:00 am: Souper Lunch &
Annual Meeting
12-2 pm: Youth Musical
Rehearsal—Social Hall 6pm Community
Meal—Trinity

11

12

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
10:00 am: Worship —
Sanctuary
10:00 am: Youth to EJ
10:15 am: FF—classrooms
11:00 am: Fellowship Hour
11:30 am: Search Team
meeting—Library
12pm Youth Musical
Rehearsal—Social Hall
6pm: Search Team Skype
Interview—Parlor

18

13

6:30pm Search
Team—Parlor

19

Team Meeting—
Parlor

25

6-7:30pm Haynes
Families—
Parlor

7

7:30 Outreach
meeting—
Parlor

14

8

9

26

20

10

9am - Second
Saturday

15

16

17
10am-6pm Youth
Musical Work
Day—Social Hall

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
6-7:30pm LCC
6:45pm Handbells
Ash Wednesday
Potluck Soup—All 8pm Chancel Choir
9:00 pm: AA
Church

21
12:30pm Trinity
Lent Gathering—
Social Hall
6pm Trinity
Lent Gathering—
Social Hall

22

28

12:30pm Trinity
Lent Gathering—
Social Hall
6pm Trinity
Lent Gathering—
Social Hall
6:30pm Boomer
Gals Gathering— 6:30pm Popcorn
Sweet Melissa’s w/Pop Classrooms
in Rocky River

23

24

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor

6:45pm Handbells
6:30pm Search 7-9pm Trinity
8pm Chancel Choir
Council—Parlor
Team —Parlor

27

3

12pm Memorial
Service—
Chapel
12-3 Trinity Soup
Making—
Kitchen

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
6:45pm Handbells
9:00 pm: AA
8pm Chancel Choir

7 am Trinity Ash
12 :30pm—
Adventures in
Wednesday
Reading - Westlake Service—Chapel
Porter Library

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15 am: FF
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
11:00 am: Youth Group—
Middle School—YouthRoom
LCC Office
11:30 am: Search Team—
Closed
Library
12 pm: Youth Musical
Rehearsal—Social Hall 7 pm Executive

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
10:00 am: Worship –
Sanctuary
10:15 am: FF—classrooms
11:00 am: Fellowship Hour
11:00 am: Youth Group—
High School—Youth Room
11:30 am: Search Team
meeting—Parlor
12 pm: Youth Musical
Rehearsal—Social Hall

6

9 pm AA—Social
Hall

Sat

9:00 pm: AA

March 1 March 2 March 3

6 pm Community Meal
6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
6:45pm Handbells
9:00 pm: AA
8pm Chancel Choir

6pm Talent
Show/Silent
Auction

Lakewood Congregational Church
1375 West Clifton Boulevard
Lakewood OH 44107

STAFF:
Senior Minister
Mark Thomas
revmark@lcc-church.org
Director of Music
Ben Malkevitch
ben@lcc-church.org
Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Patti Komperda
pjkompe@yahoo.com
Director of Children &
Youth Music
Noah Hamrick
noah@lcc-church.org
Youth Ministry Leaders
Sarah & Mike Banyasz
Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Patti Dobro
pattidobro@lcc-church.org
Assistant Office Manager
Karen Lee
karen@lcc-church.org
Pastor Emeritus
Lyman G. Farrar
Childcare
Jacqueline Reasor
Building and Property
Liz Spahr

HAYNES NURSERY SCHOOL
Alison Yonkers, Director
haynesnurseryschool@yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM:
Chair:

Greg Wereb

Vice-Chair: Liz Spahr
Moderator: Michael Komperda
Treasurer: David Mechenbier
Nurture and Growth Ministries:
Judy Foote
Welcoming Ministries:
Scott Suttell
Outreach Ministries: Christy Gray
Diaconate: Vicki Smigelski

SUNDAY WORSHIP:
NURSERY: Sunday, 9:50 a.m.
WORSHIP: Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
FAITH FORMATION: 10:15 a.m.
(Children start in worship and are
excused to attend classes at
Faith Formation time)
PHONE:
FAX:
WEBSITE:
E-MAIL:

216-221-9555
216-221-9088
www.lcc-church.org
lccstaff@lcc-church.org

The Search Team has completed the Church Profile and it is
presently being reviewed by the WRA Association Minister,
Reverend Gary Halstead, and our Visioning Facilitator, Leslie Yerkes.
The Search Team has read, reviewed, and discussed over
30 Candidate Profiles, has selected Candidates to interview, and
has already conducted some interviews. “Patience is a Virtue” at
this stage of the process. Please keep the LCC Search Team in
your prayers.
As you know, the Search Process is confidential, and the Team
will keep you updated as to its progress. By the way, there is a
“progress graphic” on the Search Team bulletin board in the West
Clifton hallway.

