The Columns
LAK EWOOD C ONGREGATIO NAL CH URCH (UCC )
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMIN G CHU RCH
OF TH E U NITED CHURCH OF CH RIST

Mission Statement
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshipping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God,
growing as disciples of Christ,
and reaching out in faith and loving service.

Celebrate with your LCC family
and friends this Advent Season.

Living Gift Market
December 10th

Now thru December 13th

Children’s
Christmas Pageant and
LCC Holiday Dinner
December 17th
4:30 p.m.
in the Social Hall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th
4th Sunday of Advent—LOVE
9:50 a.m. Youth to Eliza Jennings
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Faith Formation
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th
5:00 p.m. Family Worship
8:45 p.m. Music Prelude
9:00 p.m. Festival Worship
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As I Was Saying…

Rev. Mark Thomas

My Dear Friends,
Every year our insurance company reviews the value of our church building and
possessions. Would it surprise you that the total value of LCC, including building and equipment
totals over 12,000,000? To replace our beautiful facilities is about $10,200,000. To replace our
two organs is just under $1,000,000. You can see the importance of ongoing maintenance as we
work to keep our facilities and equipment in the best working order we can. Our insurance
company says that we have something here that is quite valuable in terms of dollars.
Is that our true value? As a church, do we measure ourselves by how expensive our facilities are
or how great might be our two organs? What rubric, to borrow a familiar word in education
circles, do we use to quantify our value as a community of faith? As we are in this year’s
Stewardship season it is tempting to value our life as a congregation in terms of how healthy are
our finances at LCC.
I don’t believe that God measures us by such categories, but by how well we are providing
comfort, meaning, and hope to others. I believe God is far more pleased when LCC provides a
single child a warm blanket than how well we “dress up” our building. I believe God affirms
our welcoming hello to a stranger on a Sunday morning and cares little for shiny floors. I
believe in the ongoing presence of our Lord in our many outreach and inner-reach ministries we
support.
As we approach our seasons Advent and of Christmas let us endeavor to find our true value as a
people of God. We are entering our busy time (as if there is anything but busy time at LCC!) at
church as in the next few weeks we will make our financial commitments to the ministry of LCC,
enjoy our annual Advent gathering, witness the children’s pageant at our Christmas dinner, and
gather three times to worship on Christmas Eve! Of course there are the countless other
activities that are part of our regular routine at church. Please note all of these activities in
this month’s Columns.
On Saturday, December 9, I will be attending a special meeting of the Western Reserve
Association as we will be voting to welcome the Rev. Nayiri Karjian as our new Association
General Minister. Our current General Minister, the Rev. Dr. Rita Root is retiring at the end of
the year. She comes with a strong background in Christian Education and has served both local
congregations and the wider church in her work as a minister of Jesus Christ.
Your brother in Christ,

Mark

Carolyn Seelbach
On Tuesday, December 5, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary,
there will be a service celebrating the life of Carolyn Seelbach,
long time member of LCC.
Carolyn passed into eternal life on Saturday, November 25. During
her many years at LCC, Carolyn always brought her graciousness and
“class” to the life of the church she loved.
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Director of Music

Ben Malkevitch
"Noël, Noël!” As seasonal Spotify playlists already deck the halls of
our retail establishments, it is easy to forget that some of these vibrant tunes which give life to Christmastide have a rich history, as
well as the genre as a whole. In many cases, I didn’t even know the
full story, so I thought I’d investigate and share a few of the more
interesting things I found:

“Carol” derives from the Old French “carole,” which denoted a
Medieval circle dance accompanied by festive singers. Happily, many
more recent carols have retained this dance-able buoyancy. Even
Silent Night, in all its hushed wonder, can easily elicit a sway. And
I’d imagine the inner child in many of us would love to leap up at the
strains of Joy to the World. Christmas hymns did in fact pre-date that time: Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan,
wrote the hymn Veni redemptor gentum in 4th-century Rome and Bernard de Clairvaux introduced a
Christmas “sequence” into 10th-century French abbeys. But it was in the 13th century, influenced by
Francis of Assisi, that native language carols, many of them adaptations of popular songs, started to gain
favor, especially in Italy. The Catholic Church at the time restricted the singing of these carols to the
clergy, but Luther and other leaders of the Protestant Reformation felt strongly that carols, as all music in
the church, belonged to the people, which happily has been the tradition ever since. Of course, carols have
made it out of the church and onto the street since the 14th century, as wassailers and later carolers went
door to door singing the good news of Christ’s birth (and maybe hoping for some pennies or scraps of food).
Hark the Herald Angels Sing: This ubiquitous carol has a rich pedigree in terms of both words and music.
The text was written by Charles Wesley, the famed Methodist minister and hymn writer. And the melody
was composed by Felix Mendelssohn, the gifted German conductor, organist, and composer. He originally
wrote it in 1840 as part of a work for chorus and brass to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Gutenberg’s
invention of movable type. Interestingly enough, he regarded the tune as somehow inappropriate for a
sacred text - perhaps it was too jaunty - but, after his death, a fellow arranger overruled him.

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming: The King James Version of the Bible references in Isaiah 35:1 that “the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” Unfortunately, that poetic translation might more accurately
be rendered as “crocus,” but I suppose Theodore Baker, who rendered the English translation, though it
made sense to honor the original German “Ros,” Speaking of that, the original German had 22 stanzas
based on Luke 1 and 2 and Matthew 2; that might make for a long Christmas eve service!
What Child Is This is a setting of “Greensleeves,” a 16th-century English folk song referenced twice in
Shakespeare’s Merry Wives of Windsor. This is a fine example of how popular music fed into carols - the
tune in 6/8 time conjures up a Renaissance ensemble and a lilting dance.
And of course, there is Silent Night, written and first sung in 1818 as a simple melody accompanied by
guitar in the small Austrian town of Obendorf. The original manuscript has been lost but one written two
years later in the hand of the lyricist, Joseph Mohr, has been discovered recently. Little did he and its
composer, Franz Gruber, know that this tune would be sung by millions in the next centuries and be
translated into 130 different languages. Talk about the power of a “simple” song to help proclaim
Christ’s humble yet magnificent birth.
Thanks for reading, Ben

MUSIC AND FAITH FORMATION
As you know, Music has been integrated into our Faith Formation programming. We want our children to
know that there are many ways we can praise the Lord and ask for help and guidance—through reading, art,
dance, acting, and music. Noah Hamrick, our Children’s/Youth Music Director, meets with all Faith Formation groups, 1st—5th grades at the beginning of our FF time, Preschool-Kindergarten near the end of our
FF time, and Middle and High Schoolers in the Music Room from 11:05—11:25 every Sunday after worship.
This Group is encouraged to bring instruments if they play one, and/or their singing voices!
What a wonderful morning of music we shared on November 26th as many children sang “He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands” (with two verses added by the children to make the song more inclusive!) and our Youth
sang a beautiful version of “ Imagine,” with sax solo by Audrey Warren!
And, let us all remember to Congratulate
Noah and soon-to-be-wife, Hannah (Chancel Choir), as they are
getting married on December 16th and will be honeymooning in Hawaii!
All three Children’s/Youth Music Groups will sing at the 5:00 pm Family Worship on Christmas Eve.
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A Ministry to Serve
COMMUNITY MEAL
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7th
We had 53 guests at our November meal.
Our next meal will be Thursday, December 7th.
Please sign-up in the West Clifton hall to help serve and clean up.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

☺ Lori Waddell

LCC HUNGER MINISTRY
The first Sunday of each month is “Hunger Sunday.” Food may be left in the church office or in the
baskets located in the West Clifton entrance. Envelopes for cash or check contributions will be in the
Worship Bulletin. All food donations are given to Lakewood Community Services Center, along with
excess cash contributions after paying the expenses associated with our own “Community Meals.”
Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”
“Just as you do this for members of my family, you do it to me.”

Matthew 25: 35, 40

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

LCC received $5.87 from Amazon Smile
for purchases made with LCC’s name as
the charitable organization
from July 1—September 30th.

LCC with Haynes Nursery School
donated 15 bags of food in November
to Lakewood Community
Services Center!

HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES
This year again the Children’s Offerings each Sunday will continue to support Heifer
International, an organization that helps people in need by providing them with
farm animals, trees, water, and other necessities to sustain their lives and become
self-sufficient.
Your box of Offertory Envelopes is available on the table underneath the
FF bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway. When you use these envelopes,
please be sure to put your child’s name on the back so we can add this contribution
to your Family’s Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child a chance to feel good
about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each Sunday.
If you would like the Children’s Faith Formation Team to support another non-profit
or charity for next year or for a special collection, please notify Patti K ASAP.

LOOKING AHEAD……...Undie Sundays are on the way in January! We will be
collecting socks and underwear to donate to Family Promise!
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Children and Family Ministries

Patti Komperda

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd
ANGEL TREE SUNDAY, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HUNGER SUNDAY BIRTHDAY SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION
The children will place the angels on the Angel Tree and then leave to make
an Advent craft they will be able to use all month at home. Why don’t you
encourage your child to invite a friend to church to join us and have
something to take home for Advent?
Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for
the youngest members of our church family (infants-4 year olds) and Activity
Bags for other children are located in the back of the Sanctuary, if needed.

2017-2018 FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN
As most of our parents already know, LCC uses Seasons of the Spirit (Woodlake Publishing),
our
lectionary-based Faith Formation curriculum with all our children, Preschool-12th grades.
Through it, our FF Leaders hope to guide the children along their Faith Journeys, with the
teachings of how God/Jesus expects us to behave through stories from both the Old and New
Testaments. We strive to bring the Good News alive to our children through a variety of
intelligences—storytelling, art, music, drama, reading….tasting, listening, smelling, touching,
and seeing.
In November, we started hearing about Jesus as a teacher. We read some of Jesus’ Parables from
the Book of Matthew and learned many ways we can show love for others.
The 4th and 5th graders collected items to make a Refugee Welcome Kit. There are still a few
items we need, if you could help us make our Kit complete, that would be fantastic!
*Pots and pans (a set)-sauce pan, frying pan, large cooking pot (stainless steel)
*Can Opener
*Cutting Board
*Laundry Detergent
* Bath Towels (30’’x54”)
*2 Queen Comforters
*1 set of Queen Sheets
*2 plush, Queen size blankets
A special THANK YOU to Karen Wagner and the 4th/5th grade class,
in addition to all of the contributors!

DECEMBER FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE
As always, and because some children may not be in the Christmas
Pageant,
rd
th
we willthhave Faith Formation
each
Sunday,
in
December—the
3
,
10
, 17th
st
and 24 except on the 31 ! Happy New Year (almost!)
Trinity Lutheran Church will be joining our Faith Formation groups.
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Children and Family Ministries

Patti Komperda

LCC 2017 Christmas Pageant…THE BUSIEST ANGEL
will begin rehearsals after our Advent Craft on December 3rd until about
11:20 in the Social Hall.
The rest of the Rehearsal Schedule will be as follows:
Saturdays, December 9th and 16th (dress rehearsal) from 11:00-12:15 in the
Social Hall
Sundays, December 10th and 17th during Faith Formation in the Social Hall
until 11:30.
*If you did not sign up your 4year old-5th grader, please tell Patti k know
ASAP, so she can be sure he/she gets a part! (pjkompe@yahoo.com)*
The Grand Performance will be Sunday, December 17th at 4:30pm.
Children should arrive and costume at 4:15pm.
Our LCC Holiday Dinner (free will donation) follows the Pageant, so be sure
you sign up for it in the West Clifton hallway!

Our LCC 2017-2018 Faith Journey Scripture this year is taken from the
Prayer of Francis Assisi: “Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace…”
The purpose of our Faith Journey Scripture is to help us ALL focus on a
spiritual idea and then allow and encourage it to permeate our lives in
relationship with ourselves, each other, our planet, and God. The intent
is to begin and end each day with a collective empathy for all people,
all things. Some time each day wonder how you are or can become an
“instrument of God’s peace.”
As we anticipate the miraculous birth of our Christ Child, reflect on him,
as not only the Son of God, but the Prince of Peace…what can you do
during this Season of Advent to help bring peace to you, your family,
and others?

In and Around LCC
2017 LCC Advent Devotional:
Dreams Work: Peace on Earth and Good Will to All
will be available Sunday, December 3rd. A HUGE Thank You to Karen
Wagner for organizing this project again for us! And THANK YOU,
Patti Dobro and Karen Lee for putting it all together!
Special THANKS to Jack Sheldon for the awesome cover and to ALL of
US for sharing our reflections with each other this Season of Advent/
Epiphany.
The Adult Faith Formation Team hopes it will strengthen, support,
and guide you throughout the holiday season helping you to feel at
peace with yourself and the world…
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Middle School & High Youth Groups

Sarah & Mike Banyasz

What a wonderful luncheon the Youth enjoyed with the Y-Haven actors! And, the production, Golden, was
excellent! A couple of the residents from Y-Haven will talk to our Youth before their Homeless Awareness
Sleep-Out January 13-14, 2018. What a wonderful relationship we have developed with Y-Haven and
Cleveland Public Theater!
THANKs to everyone who sponsored our Potato Bake Lunch on November 19th! Jerry Hiller and his team did
a fantastic job…I know some of us were not hungry for dinner after eating those loaded baked potatoes for
lunch!
Look for the next Youth Fundraiser-Relish the Moment-led by no other than Chef Christopher Leo! Our
Cranberry/Pear Relish will be for sale in the West Clifton hallway on December 3, 10, and 17 for only $8
an 8 ounce jar! It is the perfect Holiday Hostess gift or
complement to your Holiday dinner table.
Quantities limited, so come prepared to buy on the 3rd!
Other upcoming Youth Events will be:
Sunday, December 10th: The annual Youth Christmas Party (6th-12th graders) from 5:00-7:00 pm in the
Youth Room… Everyone should bring your favorite dip to share AND a wrapped “white elephant” gift
(something that you have at home that you think would be funny to give someone, not a new item!).
Wednesday, December 27th-Thursday, December 28th: Annual Youth Lock-In (6th-12th graders) from 8:00 pm
-8:00 am. A specific permission slip is needed for this event. Look for an email from Sarah in a couple of
weeks with more details.

Our next Youth Worship at Eliza Jennings Nursing
Home will be on Sunday, December 24th.
We will gather in the Youth Room at 9:50am to organize
and then will return to LCC around 11:15. We often need drivers,
so stop down and see if your chauffeuring is
needed!
Julie will lead a pre-Christmas Eve rehearsal for the Youth in the
Band Room upon our return.

MISSION TRIP 2018!
Our teens will be traveling to Rochester, Pennsylvania in July to work
with Hosanna Industries
(www.hosannaindustries.org ) Please let Patti
K know ASAP if your 8th-12th thgrader will be attending. A $50 deposit
will be due by December 30 to reserve your spot (check made
payable to LCC, memo-Mission Trip deposit).
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In and Around LCC
On Sunday, December 10, we will hold our
Annual Heifer International Living Gift Market.
Heifer International’s mission is simple: To work with communities to end
world hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth. Heifer empowers
families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity – but the approach is more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities
and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with a long
history of poverty. Heifer’s animals provide partners with both food and
reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can
be traded or sold at market.
When many families gain this new sustainable income, it brings new opportunities for building schools, creating agricultural cooperatives, forming community savings and funding small businesses.
Please consider an “alternate” gift for a loved one this holiday season through Heifer International.
Your gift will provide livestock and training in environmentally sound agriculture. This initial gift is
then multiplied when recipients “Pass on the Gift” by donating their animals’ offspring to another family in need. The donors become full participants in improving their communities.
Heifer International and LCC have a long relationship. The Faith Formation offering that is placed in
the Miracle Jar each Sunday by our children is used to purchase Heifer gifts. We have been able to donate thousands of dollars to this worthy cause over the past several years. Additionally, our youth
groups have twice traveled to the Heifer farm in Massachusetts on their annual mission trip.
The table will be set up in the Parlor so that you will be able to purchase an animal in honor of a loved
one. Payments are due to the church office by December 31, 2017. Please make your check payable
to Lakewood Congregational Church with Heifer in the memo line.
If you have any questions about Heifer International or your gift, please contact Vicki Smigelski at (216)
789-5020 or at vsmigelski@kksg.com.
Together, we can change the world, one family, one community, at a time. And it all starts with a gift.

Merry Christmas!

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
We welcome the members of Trinity Lutheran Church to our corner as they begin to hold
regular worship services in Bowers Chapel starting December 3. They will move offices into
our basement classrooms during the month and will begin hosting a community meal on the
first Monday of each month. We were
honored to host the Rev. Sara Cogsil’s installation
as Pastor of Trinity on November 12th. We are looking forward to a growing relationship
between our two faith communities as together we can provide greater ministry than either
church could offer on their own. God has brought us to this moment and I believe there is a
purpose to be found in this opportunity. Of course there will be “growing pains” as we begin
this relationship but I know of the good and loving hearts of the people involved and trust in
God’s Spirit to guide us into the future. Vicki Smigelski, Patti Komperda, and Patti Dobro
have been invaluable in making this happen and making sure our needs at LCC are fully
considered as we negotiate space needs and other requirements for Trinity as they begin
to rent space from us. Welcome Trinity and your new minister, the Rev. Sara Cogsil!
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In and Around LCC

HEIFER
INTERNATIONAL

Living Gift Market Shopping List
Animal
Heifer
Share of Heifer

Qty.
____
____

Price
$500
$ 50

Subtotal
_______
_______

Water Buffalo
Share of a Water Buffalo

____
____

$250
$ 25

_______
_______

Llama
Share of a Llama

_____
_____

$150
$ 20

_______
_______

Goat
Share of a Goat

_____
_____

$120
$ 10

_______
_______

Sheep
Share of a Sheep

_____
_____

$120
$ 10

_______
_______

Pig
Share of a Pig

_____
_____

$120
$ 10

_______
_______

Tree Seedlings
Share of Tree Seedlings

_____
_____

$60
$10

_______
_______

Hive of Honeybees

_____

$30

_______

Trio of Rabbits
Share of Rabbits

_____
_____

$60
$10

_______
_______

Flock of Chicks

_____

$20

_______

Undesignated Gift

_____

_____

_______

Gift Ark

_____

$5000

_______

Total:

_______

Please make checks payable to Lakewood Congregational Church.
Checks should be received no later than December 31, 2017 and can be mailed to:
1375 West Clifton Blvd., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Name___________________________________________________________
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In and Around LCC
Our Annual ADVENT GATHERING
(for ALL AGES) will be
Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00pm.
It is a POTLUCK DINNER so bring a dish to shareentrée, side, bread/butter, salad, etc!).
After dinner, we will frost 150 cookies for the
Thursday Community Meal and then celebrate
Communion in the Chapel. The evening usually
ends around 7:30pm.

HOLIDAY DINNER SIGN-UP
IN THE WEST CLIFTON HALLWAY….NOW!
The LCC annual Holiday Dinner is Sunday December 17th,
starting at 4:30 pm with the Christmas Pageant-The Busiest
Angel, followed by a delicious Holiday Feast prepared by
Chef Bruce Waddell, and maybe, if we are lucky and have
been nice not naughty, a visit from Santa Claus! Festivities
usually end around 7:00 pm.
Reservations are limited to the first 150 people!
(Remember, children count as people and there are already
20 in the Pageant!)

Christmas Eve Family Worship
All singing groups (preschool-12th grades) will
perform at the
Christmas Eve Family Worship on
December 24th at 5:00 pm.
Children will warm up in the 1st-3rd grade classroom
starting at 4:40
for the Youth and 4:50 for the
preschool-5th graders.
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In and Around LCC
LCC is RETREATING
It has been many, many years, but our Children and Adult Faith Formation Teams have decided to
plan an LCC RETREAT this year at our UCC Camp,
Templed Hills in Bellville, Ohio. The Retreat will
begin at 11:00am on Saturday, February 10th and end at 1:00pm Sunday, February 11th. We have
reserved Memorial Hall, which accommodates up to 48 people for an ALL AGE RETREAT!
The cost for one night/4 meals is $63.85 for an adult and $41.10 for a child ages 6-11.
There is a variety of room variations for couples, singles, families, etc. Both the Children’s and Adult
Faith Formation Teams will provide some programming, but the essence of the Retreat will be to
enjoy the beautiful outdoors and really get-to-know each other indoors! There will NOT be a lot of
programmed time!
Reservations will be due by January 7th: the Reservation Form th
and a $10 reservation Deposit for
each participant. The balance payment will be due January 30 . Checks can be made out to LCC,
memo Retreat. Note the RESERVATION Form in the weekly bulletins, LCC website, and on the
Adult Faith Formation Team bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway. Questions? Ask Patti K.

The LCC SEARCH Team
The Search Team has completed the Church Profile and it is
presently being reviewed by the WRA Association Minister,
Reverend Gary Halstead, and our Visioning Facilitator,
Leslie Yerkes.
At this time, the document is over 50 pages long; much thought, discussion, reflection, and discernment
have gone into its writing, and the Search Team is very proud of it! Many of the thoughts the
Congregation expressed during the Visioning Process have been reflected in it, and the Team feels it is
an accurate reflection of “Who We are.”
As you know, the Search Process is confidential, and the Team will keep you updated as to their
progress. By the way, there is a “progress graphic” on the Search Team bulletin board in the West
Clifton hallway.
Please keep the Team in your prayers.

The Adult Faith Formation Team finished this year’s Sacred Conversation
about Race… but don’t let the conversation end for you.
The evening sessions were intended to not only inform, but to help you reflect on your own biases,
discriminations, and prejudices and what impact they may have, intentionally or UNINTENTIONALLY,
on the lives of people of color in our neighborhoods, cities, and country. The goal was NOT to blame,
finger-point, intimidate, embarrass, judge, or fix; rather, we hope this exploration has begun an
awareness that may guide you down another path of your Faith Journey. Our goal is to continue this
conversation in the fall as we explore the educational and economical impact of White Privilege on
ALL Americans…
There are many exhibits, plays, concerts, podcasts, and lectures all around the Cleveland area on
this topic. As we begin our New Church Year, the Adult Faith Formation Team hopes you will take
the initiative to adventure out, learn more, and come back ready to discuss with your church
family the questions/thoughts/worries/and suggestions you have to this all-pervasive problem, not
only in the U.S., but around our world. We hope that you will begin hearing the call to help and
ask how we as a church can make an impact to improve the race relations in the greater Cleveland area, at least…
Members of the LCC Adult Faith Formation Team are: Judy Foote (Nurture and Growth), Vicki
Smigelski, Vance Awa, Sandie King, Chiquita Matthews, Val Mechenbier, Laura Sangree, Rev Mark,
and Patti Komperda. The next Adult Faith Formation Team meeting will be Tuesday, January 2nd at
7:00pm in the Parlor.
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In and Around LCC
CALLING ALL READERS!
Come to Adventures in Reading
(LCC book club)
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

A Walk in
the Woods

Tuesday, December 12th
12:30 p.m.
Westlake Porter Library
27333 Center Ridge Rd.
(440) 871-2600

Kay Galloway will lead the review and discussion of A Walk in the Woods. This is a 1998 autobiographical
book by travel writer Bill Bryson describing his attempt to walk the Appalachian Trail with his friend, Stephen Katz. The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking
terrain in America—majestic mountain, silent forests, sparkling lakes. The book is written in a humorous
style, interspersed with more serious discussions of matters relating to the trail’s history, and the surrounding society, ecology, trees, plants, animals, and people. Bill Bryson is the most entertaining guide, and his
story will make you long for the great outdoors.

All are welcome to join us!
We have a meeting room reserved just for us. Bring your lunch and be ready to start at 12:30 p.m. for food,
friendship and discussion. Remember to read the book! Sign up on the West Clifton bulletin board or call
the church office at 216-221-9555.
Looking ahead to December:
Our book for discussion will be Young Elizabeth © 2012 by Kate Williams.
Sunday, December 3: First Sunday of Advent - HOPE
Angel Tree Sunday, Hunger Sunday, Birthday Sunday
New Member Sunday, Flute Society performance - Sanctuary
Wednesday, December 6:
6:00—7:30 p.m.
Advent Potluck Gathering
Sunday, December 10: Second Sunday of Advent – PEACE
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Faith Formation
11:00 a.m.
Heifer Gift Market - Parlor
Sunday, December 17: Third Sunday of Advent – JOY
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Faith Formation
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour - Parlor
Holiday Dinner/Pageant at 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:50 a.m.
Youth worship with Eliza Jennings
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Faith Formation
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour—Parlor
Christmas Eve Worship:

5:00 p.m. Family Worship
8:45 p.m. Music Prelude – Sanctuary
9:00 p.m. Festival Worship - Sanctuary
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In and Around LCC
MARTHA’S TABLE
Many of you are familiar with Martha, the woman from the Bible
who was all about serving Jesus and others great meals at her home.
(Luke 10: 38-42, John 11: 1-44, 12:2).
Martha’s Table delivers meals to families who have a life event such as
the birth of a new baby, an illness, or the death of a family member.
If you are in need of a meal, please call the church office (216-221-9555)
with your request. The Martha’s Table team will accommodate your
dietary needs and will deliver the meal as arranged with your family.
Martha’s Table team members prepare casseroles or desserts for the
Martha’s Table reserve. Team members also volunteer to deliver meals
as they are available. A sign-up sheet for Martha’s Table is located on
the bulletin board outside the church office.
If you have questions about Martha’s Table,
please see one of the Team Captains, Jennifer Schwelik or Lisa Smith

LCC PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the
Sanctuary or you can call the church office if you, or someone you love,
is in need of prayer. If you would like to become a link on our LCC Prayer
Chain along with Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy MacDougall,
Barb Meggas, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy
Gibbs, Charlotte Brown, Alicia Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, Patti Dobro,
Mark Thomas, and Patti Komperda; let Patti K know and we will gladly
add you to our list!

SECOND SATURDAY

DECEMBER 9th

Women in our
church family are invited to gather on Saturday,
December 9th at 9 a.m. in the Parlor for Second Saturday. We spend
an hour in conversation, reflection and prayer. Join women of all ages
as we share together and support each other in our life journeys.

LCC Boomer Gals
….if you were born between 1946 and 1964 (+ or -), you are
officially a Baby Boomer…We invite you to enjoy the company
of other Boomers as we meet monthly to catch-up,
movie-watch, eat and more!

BOOMER GALS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Please join us for our annual Christmas gathering on Monday, December 4th, 6:30 p.m. at the home of
Jennifer Schwelik, 18164 Clifton Road, Lakewood.
Bring a snack to share and beverage of choice. To add to the fun, also bring a White Elephant gift to
pass; nothing too serious, just an item you no longer need that someone lese may enjoy. Gift wrap
the “gift” which will add to the mystery!
Questions/Suggestions? Contact Debi Kasper. 440-554-8798

P age 1 4

The Co lu mns

Doug Baker
Leah Molinari
Nicky Ott Wills
Jim Gibbs
Harper Hill
Hayden Hill

December
December
December
December
December
December
Emma Petrie Barcelona December
Julie Babcock
December
Tommy Leatherman December
Kate Lunsford
December

3
3
6
8
10
10
11
11
11
12

K Callentine
Claire Stair
Nancy Werts
Vicki Smigelski
Christine Gray
Ben Malkevitch
Matthew Dailey
John Kasper
David Dailey
LiliAnna Redman
David Spahr
Penelope Spahr
Ildiko Szucs
Sean Taylor
Doug Redman
Randy Walthius

December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

Dale & Tom Spooner

December 28

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas may be given in memory or in honor of a loved one.
The cost per plant is $18.00. Please complete the form below and turn it in to the church office
with payment by Sunday, December 17, 2017.
In memory of _____________________________________________________________________
Given by _________________________________________________________________________
In honor of _______________________________________________________________________
Given by _________________________________________________________________________
# of plants __________

@ $18.00 each = Total: __________

15
15
18
22
23
25
26
27
28
28
28
28
28
30
31
31

Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

Thu

2017
Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

4pm Jewelry Party— 2 pm Trinity
Parlor
Funeral—Chapel
9 pm AA -Social Hall Reception– Parlor

6

7

HOPE –1st Sunday
of Advent

Angel Tree Sunday
9:15 am Chancel Choir
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15 am FF—Social Hall
11:00 am Fellowship Hour
11:15 am Youth Band/Choir
11:30 am Christmas
Pageant rehearsal
2:30 pm Music Academy
recital—Sanctuary

10

PEACE –2nd Sunday
of Advent

5:30 pm Nature’s
6:30 pm Boomer
Bin Board
Gal Christmas
Meeting—
Party
Parlor

11

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
10:00 am: Worship
10:15 am - FF—classrooms
11:00 am: Fellowship Hour
11:15 am: Youth Band/Choir
11:30 am: Christmas
6 pm LREF Party—
Pageant rehearsal
12-2 pm: Youth Musical
Parlor
auditions—Social Hall
5-7pm : Youth Christmas
Party—Social Hall

17

JOY –3rd Sunday
of Advent

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15 am: FF—classrooms
11:00 am: Fellowship Hour
4:30 pm: Holiday Dinner
and Pageant—Social Hall

24

LOVE –4th Sunday
of Advent

18

12

10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor

11 am -12:15 pm

6pm Community Meal
6-7:30 pm Advent
Gathering &
Potluck

13

Pageant Rehearsal

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor 9 pm AA—Social
Hall
6:45pm Handbells
8pm Chancel Choir

14

15

Pageant Rehearsal

12 :30pm—
Adventures in
Reading - Westlake
Porter Library

19

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
9:00 pm: AA
6:45pm Handbells
8pm Chancel Choir

20

21

22

11-12 pm: HNS
Concert—Chapel

7 pm Executive
Team Meeting—
Parlor

25

HNS Last Day of
School before
Christmas break

26

27

6:00 pm: Youth
Lock-in

Jan 1
Trinity Lutheran
Church Community Meal

16
11 am -12:15 pm

9:15 am: Choir—Sanctuary
9:50 am Youth to Eliza
Jennings
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
5:00 pm: Family Christmas
Eve Worship
9:00 pm: Festival Christmas
Eve Worship

31

9 am Second
Saturday

4 pm Carolyn
Seelbach service—
Sanctuary

Jan 2

Jan 3

28

23
10 a.m. Poinsettia
delivery

9:00 pm: AA

29

30

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor 9:00 pm: AA
6:45pm Handbells
8pm Chancel Choir

Jan 4

Jan 5

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
6:45pm Handbells
9:00 pm: AA
8pm Chancel Choir

Jan 6

Lakewood Congregational Church
1375 West Clifton Boulevard
Lakewood OH 44107

STAFF:
Senior Minister
Mark Thomas
revmark@lcc-church.org
Director of Music
Ben Malkevitch
ben@lcc-church.org
Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Patti Komperda
pjkompe@yahoo.com
Director of Children &
Youth Music
Noah Hamrick
noah@lcc-church.org
Youth Ministry Leaders
Sarah & Mike Banyasz
Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Patti Dobro
pattidobro@lcc-church.org
Pastor Emeritus
Lyman G. Farrar
Childcare
Jacqueline Reasor
Building and Property
Liz Spahr

HAYNES NURSERY SCHOOL
Alison Yonkers, Director
haynesnurseryschool@yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM:
Chair:

Greg Wereb

Vice-Chair: Liz Spahr
Moderator: Michael Komperda
Treasurer: David Mechenbier
Nurture and Growth Ministries:
Judy Foote
Welcoming Ministries:
Scott Suttell
Outreach Ministries: Christy Gray

ABOUT AMAZON SMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for your to support
Lakewood Congregational Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com and select Lakewood
Congregational Church as your favorite charitable organization,
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to us.
Thank you for your support!

AMAZON SMILE SIGN-UP INSTRUCTIONS

Diaconate: Vicki Smigelski

SUNDAY WORSHIP:
NURSERY: Sunday, 9:50 a.m.
WORSHIP: Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
FAITH FORMATION: 10:15 a.m.
(Children start in worship and are
excused to attend classes at
Faith Formation time)
PHONE:
FAX:
WEBSITE:
E-MAIL:

216-221-9555
216-221-9088
www.lcc-church.org
lccstaff@lcc-church.org

Step One:
Step Two:
Step Three:
Step Four:

Go to www.smile.amazon.com and sign up
or into your Amazon account.
Type “Lakewood Congregational Church” in the search
bar and click “Search”.
Select Lakewood Congregational Church as the
organization you wish to support.
When making purchases, please make sure you login to
Amazon Smile, not Amazon.com.

Please contact Patti Dobro if you need any assistance. Thank you!

