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LAKEWOOD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (UCC)
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Mission Statement

We strive to be a welcoming,
worshipping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God,
growing as disciples of Christ,
and reaching out in faith and loving service.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017

HERO CENTRAL—DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD

This year’s VBS was a SUPER SUCCESS! Three of our Lakewood firefighters talked to our
Heros for God about Courage and Batman talked to them about Bullying. We ate, sang,
danced, made crafts, used our super hero qualities during recreation and reflection. What
an exhausting week for all. Special thanks to Pastor Keith, Pastor Kelly, and Michelle from
St. Peter’s Episcopal along with ALL of the many HELPERS from there and LCC. What an
example of volunteerism at its finest! AMEN for ALL of you!

Our Mission Component from this year’s VBS was three-fold and YOU can DONATE throughout
the month of July. Specific collection boxes are in the West Clifton hallway. Thank you!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — HERO CENTRAL
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As | Was Saying... Rev. Mark Thomas

My Dear Friends,

It was one of those decisions many travelers face as they seek to maximize their
experience in a very limited time. | had two days in Athens, Greece. | had two days to explore
the seemingly countless historical venues in that ancient city. Adding to time restraint was the
fact that the temperature was in the 90’s with high humidity.

Of course | had to get to the top of the Acropolis, where the Parthenon stands in ruined
splendor. Standing on that man-made plateau, with repair and reconstruction underway, |
found it easy to imagine the grandeur of its original glory. There were the most famous
buildings: Parthenon, Ehe Propylaia, the Erechtheion and the temple of Athena Nike. These
were erected in the 6™ century under the supervision of the greatest architects, sculptors and
artists of their time. Even in their ruinous state you can consider the reverence these buildings
demanded when they were constructed.

But what else should | see in my limited stay in Athens? The choices were far too
numerous. | decided on spending the second day at the National Archaeological Museum, which
houses many famous artifacts from various periods of ancient Greece. The fact that it was air
conditioned might also have played a part in my decision! But what truly caused me to select
that particular museum was that it houses an object | have read about for many years. It is
called “The Mechanism” but its Greek name is the “antikythera.” It was built around 200 BC
and lay at the bottom of the sea for thousands of years until discovered in an ancient shipwreck
by si)onge divers in 1900. It can be accurately called the first known analog computer and it
would take a thousandc?/ears before a machine of its complexity was built. What is it?
Originally it was housed in a wooden box, with more than 30 bronze gears of differing sizes
inside. By turning a small crank on the side which determined a date you selected, you could
make accurate predictions of the movement of the stars and known planets. It even could
predict solar eclipses. By the way, | hope you are [)lanning on seeing the August 21 solar eclipse.
Though we will not see totality here in Ohio, it will be seen in western Kentucky and other
nearby areas.

Predictability. We hear how much the stock market loves predictability. Those
involved with the market just want to know the rules by which they will be governed as they
decide where and when to invest. We are not all that different. There are some who enjoy not
knowing what can be expected, but for the most part we find it far more comfortable to at least
have a sense of what is probable for us.

These days at LCC I’m sure there are many of you who would love to know the future.
Who will be our next minister? Who will be our next Director of Music. What will it be like to
welcome Trinity Lutheran to our building and shared ministries? Following the crucifixion,
Jesus’ followers surely asked: ‘What will become of us now? Where do we go from here?” The
answer did not come by way of human prediction or proclamation - the answer came with the
gift of God’s Spirit on Pentecost. It was that Divine Spirit that calmed the questions and fears
and declared to those earliest followers of our Lord: “I will be with you. | will go with you. We
are in this together!”

And since we can’t predict the future, it does not mean we need to fear the days to
come. God’s Spirit is with LCC and will always be within the hearts and minds of her
membershiﬁ. | believe without a doubt God is with you and the light of God’s pleasure burns
bright for this beloved church. Yes, it will be a group of you who will select a candidate for
your new pastor to present to the congregation for a vote. Another group will determine your
next Director of Music. But more than human hands will be raised to decide, for each hand
(rjaised r\]Nilldl')e supported and encouraged by our Lord. We are never alone to face the unknown

ays ahead!

Your friend,
Mark

LCC SEARCH COMMITTEE

Please read the insert regarding our Search Committee and complete the form if you wish to
nominate yourself or someone else. Deadline to receive these forms is Monday, July 17th.
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A Ministry to Serve

Communit COMMUNITY MEAL
)4 THURSDAYS, JULY 6™ and AUGUST 3™

We had 45 guests at the June meal. Our next meals will be July 6™
and August 3. The Sign-up sheets are in the West Clifton hallway.

Thank You! © Lori Waddell

LCC HUNGER MINISTRY

The first Sunday of each month is “Hunger Sunday.” Food may be left in the church office or in the
baskets located in the West Clifton entrance. Envelopes for cash or check contributions will be in the
Worship Bulletin. All food donations are given to Lakewood Community Services Center, along with
excess cash contributions after paying the expenses associated with our own “Community Meals.”

Jesus said, “l was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”

“Just as you do this for members of my family, you do it to me.” Matthew 25: 35, 40

THANK YOU
, FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
an ou' LCC with Haynes Nursery School donated 8 bags of food

in June to Lakewood Community Services Center!

HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES

This year again the Children’s Offerings each Sunday will continue to support Heifer
International, an organization that helps people in need by providing them with
fagn animals, trees, water, and other necessities to sustain their lives and become
self-sufficient.

Your box of Offertory Envelopes is available on the table underneath the FF bulletin
board in the West Clifton hallway. When you use these envelopes, please be sure to
put your child’s name on the back so we can add this contribution to your

Family’s Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child a chance to feel good

about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each Sunday, even
during the summer.

Miracle

If you would like the Children’s Faith Formation Team to support another non-profit Jar
or charity for next vear (starting in September), please notify Patti K ASAP.

- FAMILY PROMISE

- ta~® Many of our members remember when we hosted homeless families
_f"-\_( Fﬂﬂlﬂ‘v PI‘O]’HISE Ln our building for ?Avlveelk, four times a year thlr:ougrl\ tge Family
Taatar e romise program. ittle over two years ago, Family Promise

of Greater Cleveland moved to fixed sites so families didn’t have to move from church to
church every week. They have recently renovated apartments in their Kinsman building and are
asking supporting congregations to help them “Fill the Apartments” with refrigerators, stoves,
microwaves, fans, mattresses and couch cushions. LCC contributed $1,000 from our Outreach
budﬁet toward the project but thought that some of you might also like to contribute individuall{
to this worthwhile project. If you’d like to make a contribution, please make your check out to LCC
with Family Promise in the memo line. If you have any questions, please contact Vicki Smigelski
at (216) 789-5020 or at vsmigelski@kksg.com.
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Children and Family Ministries Patti Komperda
SUNDAY, JULY 2" and AUGUST 6"

WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES
HUNGER SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION

Worship for ALL Ages (WFAA) is the first Sunday of each month. This is a
time when we can worship together as a church family. It is also Hunger,
Communion and Birthday Sunday.

Our next WFAA will be Sundays, July 2nd and August 6th and we will
celebrate our July and August birthdays in the Parlor after worship.

Every Sunday, during worship, childcare is provided in our Nursery for

the youngest members of our church family (infants-4 year olds) and Activity
Bags for other children are located in the back of the Sanctuary,

if needed. During the summer months, feel free to use the Nursery for your
5 year olds as well!

Psalm 113: 3 - From the risin'g; of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised
Our Faith-Journey scripture this year is taken from Psalm 113:3.

Don’t forget to say an AMEN for the sunrise and an AMEN for the sunset each day. And, if you
can, visit the Solstice Steps at Lakewood Park to fully enjoy either or both!

Summer Faith Formation
How are the Three Sisters growing in your home gardens? Send Patti K pictures of them!

Our summer Faith Formation is for Kindergarten—5th graders (a multi-age group) and our first
session will be Sunday, July 9th (newly added), followed by July 30th, August 13th and 20th.
(The Blessing of the Book Bags will be during worship on August 20th.)

YOU SEE THEM EVERY SUNDAY....THE KIDS OF LCC...AREN’T THEY THE BEST?

Wouldn’t you like to continue your Faith Journey guiding them along theirs? Let Patti K know
if You have a “God-nudge” to lead a Faith Formation Group this Fall or Winter/Spring. You
will have a partner to share the time with and the lessons will be set up for you every Sun-
day! Speak up NOW before all the Groups are covered for the 2017-2018 Church Year!

FAMILIES! Get it on your calendars NOW:

LCC Family Movie Night will be Thursday, July 20™ at
7 p.m. in the LCC Social Hall. Popcorn & “G-rated” Drinks will be
provided, along with a great “g-rated” Movie! Bring your sleeping
bags, pillows, lawn chairs, or other comfy stuff to sit on and enjoy!

Our Movie will start at 7:15 p.m.

S’More Time with God will be Monday, August 14"
starting at 7 p.m. in the Centennial Garden.
Just bring yourselves and your “sweet tooth” .




THE COLUMNS PAGE 6

Youth Group Sarah & Mike Banyasz

Middle and High School Youth Groups

We welcome our “new members” to our Youth Group—Cameron Wereb, Edie
Barcelona, Helen Fraunfelder, Olivia Diemert, Charlie Payne, Sean Taylor, Parker
Toms, and Jackson Loqlghe, but we are still hanging on to our graduating Seniors
for as long as we can. The Groups enjoyed a great cook-out on the Solstice Steps
on June 11th. We are still hoping to get a kayaking adventure in before summer

comes to a close.....

MISSION TRIP 2017
Plans are getting finalized as 17 (Youth and chz;_,perones) make arrangements
to travel to Was in%ton DC, July 23-28, 2017. Please continue to support our
Youth Fundraisers!

The Mission Trip Cook-out for Participants/Chaperones will be Sunday,
July 16th at 5 p.m. at Clifton Beach. Look for details from Jill Richardson

or Patti K.

8 7 &

Car Washes €. a x Tl I ]
YOUTH CAR WASHES (Mission Trip fundraiser) are - m“ ‘”WJ“—
scheduled for the last Sunday in July-September: mrwa.S]h
7/30, 8/27, and 9/24. (Free-Will donation)

The Youth made $400+ at the June carwash!
As always, THANK YOU for your generosity!

15 YOUTH attended the Youth Visioning Session with our Visioning
Facilitator, Leslie Yerkes, on May 21%*. Great conversation, great input, a valuable session!
Thank you to the Pride of LCC! Leslie was so impressed with our Youth feedback, that she
based her presentation to the Executive Team on it. Details forthcoming.

Our next worship at

Eliza Jennipl%sbNursing home :
will be on o
Sunday, October 8, 2017. O'l/ttT@aLh
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In and Around LCC

MARTHAOGOS TABLE

» Martha’s Table delivers meals to families who have a life event such as
g the birth of a new baby, an illness, or the death of a family member. If
you are in need of a meal, please call the church office (216-221-9555)
with your request. The Martha’s Table team will accommodate your
dietary needs and will deliver the meal as arranged with your family.

Martha’s Table team members have the responsibility of preparing a
casserole or dessert for the Martha’s Table reserve. Team members
also volunteer to deliver meals as they are available.

If you are on the Martha’s Table Team, interested in participating as a team member, or have questions
about Martha’s Table, please see one of the Team Captains, Jennifer Schwelik or Lisa Smith.

LCC PRAYER CHAIN

Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the Q
Sanctuary or you can call the church office if you, or someone you love,

is in need of prayer. If you would like to become a link on our LCC Prayer
Chain along with Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy MacDougall,
Barb Me%gas, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy d er
Gibbs, Charlotte Brown, Alicia Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, Patti Dobro,

Mark Thomas, and Patti Komperda; let Patti K know and we will gladly %es
add you to our list!

SECOND SATURDAY July 8 th  August12 ™

Women of All Ages in our church family gather on the Second Saturday of
every month for an hour of conversation, reflection and prayer.

Please join us in the Centennial Garden at 9 am on Saturday, July 8th
and Saturday, August 12th.

LCC Boomer Gals /
....if you were born between 1946 and 1964 (+ or -), you are ‘
officially a Baby Boomer...We invite you to enjoy the company N
of other Boomers as we meet monthly to catch-up, S

movie-watch, eat and more! =

Our June 26th gathering at Clifton Beach for a Potluck snack/

chat/sunset—viewing got re-routed to the home of Susan (and BOOMER GALS
Terry) Walker due to high winds, but we managed to view the

amazing summer sky at the end.......WOW! Plans for July are still in the making.
Follow your e-mails for updated info.

Questions/Suggestions? Contact Debi Kasper.

UPDATE ON TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our friends at Trinity Lutheran Church recently called a full-time pastor, Pastor Sara Cogsil, who will
also be the Director of their active outreach pro&TJram, TLCO. They have a buyer for their property

and are in the final stages of what they hope will be a sale. They have expressed ongoing interest in
renting space in our building and Rev. Mark Thomas, Patti Komperda and Vicki Smigelski met with the
staff and lay leadership from Trinity to revisit this potential arrangement, which could happen as early
as the fall. We will keep you updated as things move along.
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Dave Bala July 3
Richard Foote July 4
Frank Schwelik Sr. July 4
Eliza Richardson July 6
Tom Campbell July 6
Robin Suttell July 9
Vance Awa July 10

Lindsay Roberts July 12
Piper Shearn July 12
Clay Atfield July 13
Erin Wereb July 15
Laura Bala July 16
Kathy Ott July 16

BIRTHDAYS [oomecce sy 17

Quinton Redman July 17
Julie Warren July 17
Parker Toms July 20
Jen Murray Fraunfelder July 22
Mark Thomas July 25
Brent Basile July 26
Olivia Diemert July 26
Colman McGuan July 26

John & Debi Kasper July 1

Matthew & Aubrey Shearn July 3

Jim & Nancy Gibbs July 8

George & Lisa Blackburn July 11

Matthew & Amy Smith July 17
Jon & Kimberly Taylor July 18
David & Elizabeth Spahr July 18

Doug & Kathy MacDoggalI July 20 * A N N | V E R S A R I E S

Shawn & Lea Ann Whitney July 20
Earl Gottlieb & Jerri McGinnis July 27
Rob & Emma Barcelona July 31

UCC SUMMER CAMPS AT PILGRIM HILLS

Kathy MacDougall has returned from her Canoe Camp at Pilgrim HlllS
Lee Mechenbier will be attending UCC Camp at Pilgrim Hills July 2"—5",
followed by Helen and Ruby Fraunfelder, Edie and Cora Barcelona, and ’
Cameron Wereb in mid-July. Look Out Pilgrim Hills!

Please keep all of our Campers in your prayers this summer.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 = 5 6 7 8
Worship for All Age M
10:0%&% gva%rcstwg for A 6pm Community Meg 9 pm AdSocial 9 am Second
. . Saturda
11'0nger6 PFgHg\;vshlp 6:30 pm: Tai GHrarlo Hall Y
10:00 am: Worshi o 912 Artist/Literacy o
- Sanctuary P 912 Artist/Literacy| 9-12 Artist/Literac| 912 Artist/Litera Camp 912 Artist/Literacy
Camp Camp Camp Camp
11:00 am Fellowship Ho 8:3@ 5:30 Richardsor
Design meetidig
Parlor .
9 pm AdSocial
6:30 pm: Tai GtRarlo Hall

Mission Trip
Commissioning Sunday
10:00 am: Worship
11'0§2rr17$'tlf:aerl)|/owship 7pm F_arr]nily Moy 6:30 pm: Tai GHarlof g.00 pm: AA

"Houd Parlor night

5pm Mission Trip Cookg
10:00 am: Worship < >

Sanctuar?/
11:00 am: Fellowship

Houd Parlor Youth Mission T
Youth Mission Trip to Washington D.G g3, pm: Tai GHarloy 9:00 PM: AA

Washington D.C.
10:00 am: Worship

Sanctuar?/ 7pm Haynes
11:00 am: Fellowship Hg Board

o Parlor Meeting
2pm Vance Awa Ordinat Parlor
3pm ReceptidéParlor

The Adult Faith Formation Team finished this year’s Sacred Conversation about Race, but don’t let the
conversation end for you. The evening sessions were intended to not only inform, but to hel[i) you reflect on
your own biases, discriminations, and prejudices and what impact they may have, intentionally or
UNINTENTIONALLY, on the lives of people of color in our neighborhoods, cities, and countrE/. The goal was
NOT to blame, finger-point, intimidate, embarrass, judge, or fix; rather, we hope this exploration has begun
an awareness that mai/ guide you down another path of your Faith Journey. Our goal is to continue this
Xonve_rsation in the fall as we explore the educational and economical impact of White Privilege on ALL
mericans.

There is another %reat exhibit at the Cleveland Museum of Art now-throulg:h July 30th entitled “Black in
America”. Reminder: LOTS of Resources have been made available to preschoolers-Adults to help inform you
aBouthtﬁls top'ic. Look through the selection on the shelves in the West Clifton hallway and please feel free to
sign them out!




THE COLUMNS

August Birthdays

Jeff Parker Aug. 1
John Komperda Aug. 3
David Diemert Aug. 5
Scott Suttell Aug. 6
Mark Stockman Aug. 8
Melissa Diemert Aug. 10
Brad Humphreys Aug. 14
Donna McClaren Aug. 14
Shawn Whitney Aug. 16
Amy Smith Aug. 17
Elizabeth Humphreys Aug. 19
Ellen Tudron Aug. 20
Nancy Herdman Aug 21
Peter Humphreys Aug 21
Dee Baker Aug 22
Judy Leatherman Aug 22
Karen Lee Aug 22
Keith Smith Aug 22
Tim Hampton Aug 23
Laura Blesse Hampton Aug 24
Shawn Warren Aug 25
Kay Galloway Aug 26
Sean Kwiatkowski Aug 26
Robert Paraska Aug 26
Richard Werner Aug 27
Virginia Hancock Aug 28
Chelsea Payne Aug 28
Bill Fraunfelder Aug 30
Drew Sheldon Aug 31
George Vosmik Aug 31
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BIRTHDAYS

JAUGUST

ANNIVERSARIES

Brent & Shannon Basile Aug. 4

Brad & Kristen Humphreys Aug. 7

Chris & Amy Kemp Aug. 12
Mike & Peggi Mizen Aug. 14
John & Patti Komperda Aug. 15
Tim and Laura Hampton Aug. 16
Bill & Jen Murray Fraunfelder  Aug. 17
Aaron & Carrie Hill Aug. 23
Darren & Missy Toms Aug. 24
Joshua & Victoria Smith Aug. 25
Steve and Kathy Ott Aug. 27
John & Amy Pyke llI Aug. 30

Children’s FF Team will meet on Monday, August 7th at 7:15 p.m. in the
Parlor to plan for the upcoming Faith Formation year.




Sun Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6pm Community Meg
6:30 pm: Tai GtRarlof 2P A8 Social Hal
1 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship for All Age
10:00 am: Worship for A
Ages Sanctuary
0% Parlor P
ou
46 pm Nat : 9 am Second
7pm Chi | |BidParor 6:30 pm: Tai GHParlo 9pm A@‘Sﬂgﬁll Saturday
Meeting
Parlor
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:00 am: Worship
- Sanctuary 3-8pm Red Cross
11:00 am Fellowship Ho Blooddrive
58: 30pm
Bin Board Meetin
S6 8 Parl _
P with ngM ° aror 6:30 pm: Tai @Hrarlol g pm AASﬁCiﬁ'
al
20 21 22 23 2 4 25 2 6
Book Bag Blessing
Sunday
10:00 am: Worship
11 Og grr]r?tlljzegﬁlow hi
: : SNIP | 7pm Executive Te
Houd Parlor Meeti . s
Pgrtla(t)lrng 6:30 pm: Tai Glfrarlol . om: AA
2 [ 2 8 29 30 31 Sept|Sept
10:00 am: Worship
Sanctuary
11:00 am: Fellowship
Houd Parlor

6:30 pm: Tai GHrarlo

9:00 pm: AA
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2. m.  MUSIC AND FAITH FORMATION

d? Naahmamrick is “off for the summer,” but has agreed to
| J™ continuing to direct our children and "Youth mu51c at LCC.
W lwsllhseeohlm batk e ®unday, September 10*" (RALLY DAY),

n

57

@ Sooner. o e
J? If you have a suggestion of a change or addition J'J
57

97

r)

to our Children/Youth music programmin
please let Patti K know ASAP
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