The Columns
LAK EWOOD C ONGREGATIONAL CH URCH (UCC )
AN OPEN AND AFFIR MING CHU RCH
OF TH E U NITED CHURCH OF CH R IST

Mission Statement
We strive to be a welcoming,
worshipping community of faith,
helping people discover and deepen
their relationship with God,
growing as disciples of Christ,
and reaching out in faith and loving service.

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
COMMUNITY MEAL
3pm—7pm
Assist us with cooking, serving,
fellowship, and/or donations

BEACHCLIFF TAVERN BRUNCH
Sunday, March 12th 11:00—1:30 p.m.
SPRING FORWARD ONE HOUR
SUNDAY, MARCH 12

Join the Youth for a delicious brunch.
$15 per adult and $10 per child 10 & under.
Sign up sheet and details are on the
West Clifton bulletin board.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
CITY MUSIC CONCERT
7:30 pm - Sanctuary
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As I Was Saying…

Rev. Mark Thomas

My Dear Friends,
There are many activities at the church that are based on the importance of fellowship activities
– a chance to just gather with our church family and enjoy being together. In these
opportunities we gather for talent shows, youth musicals, great dinners, concerts by City Music,
and many other chances to share time and fellowship with each other. There are other
activities at LCC meant to deepen our understanding of faith as we worship, study, and share
together our faith journeys. There are also moments when we are called to enter into moments
that can make us uncomfortable. Jesus never called those who would follow to lives of
complacent ease, but was always lovingly pushing them to the boundaries of their comfort and
challenged long-held attitudes. In the same way, a church that seeks to be faithful to our
Lord’s sacrificial love can’t steer clear of topics that might make us a little hesitant.
Someone once discovered WC Fields reading the Bible. "What are you doing?" asked the person.
“Looking for loopholes." growled Fields. With all the love in my heart, I must tell you that after
serving the church for 39 years, I have yet to find a loophole, or some escape hatch that would
allow the person who claims the Christian faith to shy away from the seeking a more just world.
Justice is not a statue with a blind-folded lady – it is the relentless pursuit of what is right and
what is fair. Can I claim to love others and yet remain silent when injustice screams with loud
incantation? Can I hold my head high before God if I am not just as willing to lift it to hear the
cries of our sisters and brothers across this world?
The “Sacred Conversation” we are now engaged in at LCC is that opportunity to not only enjoy
the amazing variety of fellowship and programming at our church, but to also engage in the
prophetic ministry we are called to enter. As stated over and over, this conversation is not to
cast blame or even minimize the wonderful ways many of you are already committed to this
ministry of justice. It is to awaken that gift of vision God has granted us – to see how we can be
worthy of Jesus’ life and grace by partnering with each other to bring about a better world for
all people. During Lent our Adult Faith Formation team will provide a wide variety of voices
from across the church to help us engage both our hearts and minds in this sacred pursuit.
One of the many wonderful attributes of LCC is that it provides not only relief from the hectic
world with music that calms, fellowship that welcomes and programs that inspire, but also asks
us to take inventory of our lives and the ways we interact with others.
The ancient story goes that one day Abraham invited a beggar to his tent for a meal. When grace
was being said the man began to curse God … declaring that he could not bear to hear God’s
name. Seized with indignation, Abraham drove the blasphemer away. When he was at his prayers
that night, God said to him, "That man has cursed and reviled me for fifty years, and yet I have
given him food to eat every day. Could you not put up with him for a single meal?"
This is the God who has called Lakewood Congregational to what I named in last week’s sermon:
moral grandeur and spiritual audacity. Does this require perfection? My friends: when Adam
and Eve betrayed their innocence and the purity of creation, still God loved them! When Cain
struck Abel, his brother down and brought jealousy into the world, still God loved him. When
people made captives of other people, and enslaved their fellowman, God still loved them.
When we poisoned the air and water, when we made war on creation, still God calls to us.
God may not always love what we are doing at every moment, but always loves us for what we
can become! It is this love of God, patient and everlasting, that we must respond to in the
fullness of our witness. Let us stop turning our backs on each other and turn our faces towards
God. Let us declare with the spiritual audacity that comes from knowing we are loved, and in
turn, seek to love others.
I am so proud of how LCC commits itself to be a transformative presence. This church is so
blessed with so many capable people of vision and a willingness to get to work. The Rev. Alan
Dicken used for his sermon a reading from I John. In that scripture we read: “…let us love, not
in word or speech, but in truth and action.” (3:18). LCC has lived those words in faithful
service which has been a blessing to many!
Proud to be your pastor,

Mark

P  3

T C 

Interim Director of Music

Lloyd Max Bunker
MUSIC IN LENT

During the forty days of Lent, there is a time of contemplation and reflection in the worship
service and in the music that is so much a part of that. I try to choose texts reflecting that
quiet feeling and speak about Christ's suffering leading to the crucifixion and, ultimately,
resurrection. This also applies to the organ and instrumental compositions during Lent which
help set the mood for the events that happen up to the time of Christ's death. Palm Sunday
is a break from that mood, as the music reflects the majesty of Christ's entry into
Jerusalem and the hope of those who followed him in his ministry. Then, for holy week, the
mood changes dramatically, with anthem texts reflecting Christ's suffering as he faced
crucifixion and death. Of course, Easter is totally opposite in feeling with joyful music to
reflect Christ's resurrection and hope for all mankind.
This Lenten season, the chancel choir, accompanied by string quintet and organ, will present
selections from contemporary composer David Huff's "Requiem". This beautiful composition is
made up of eight sections and our choir will present five of these in worship on Sunday, March
26th. I have conducted and recorded this work some years ago at Epworth-Euclid Church on
University Circle, now University Methodist, and it was extremely well received by the choir and
the congregation. The "Requiem" is presented in memory of all of those people in our lives who
are no longer with us and whose memory we wish to honor. It is a truly lovely work, and we look forward to presenting it
to the LCC congregation.
The Annual talent show will be presented on March 4th in the social hall at church. This event is a fund raiser for the
music program at LCC which allows the choirs to present such music as the upcoming "Requiem", guest instrumental
and vocal musicians, and many other needs of a large and active music program such as we have at the church. This
year the theme will be Disney and all things related to that, so it will be fun for the whole family, with a wonderful silent
auction featuring great items, a fine dinner and lots of LCC talent.
The handbell choir will play again on Sunday, March 12th and several more times during the coming months. This is an
outstanding group and it is a joy to work with such fine and dedicated musicians. We are about to add to more large
bells to our current handbell set which will allow us to play music with a larger range of notes in the lower bells. We
welcome people interested in learning to play handbells. Please contact Max Bunker for more information about joining
the choir.
The Youth Musical is well under way with Michael Komperda and Noah Hamrick directing the music and the actual
production. It will be held the weekend of Palm Sunday in the social hall and we look forward to enjoying this long
standing program at LCC.
City Music will once again present a program on Friday, March 17th in the Sanctuary. This concert will feature music by
David Bowie, which should be quite interesting. There will also be music by Philip Glass, and Richard Strauss. There is
no charge for the concert, so we hope to see you there. We also will ask choir and congregation members to help
provide cookies for the reception at this event which can be dropped off at the church office the day of the concert.
Peace to you all,

Lloyd Max Bunker, Interim Music Director.

This year’s Youth Musical, Godspell, rehearses on Sundays after church.
The cast soundsthGREAT already! Mark Saturday, April 8th at 7:00 pm or
Sunday, April 9 at 3:00 pm, or BOTH, for performances!
MUSICAL Cast/family Work Day is scheduled for Saturday, March 11 th
from 10 am-6pm. If you have a construction/sewing/craft skill, or just want
to help and be part of the fun, join us. (Pizza snack will be included some
time during this session!)
ADVERTISE…Use the form attached to the Columns or located in the LCC
office to advertise your personal business in the Musical Program. Or,
create a “SHOUT-OUT” for one or more members of the cast.
TICKETS
for the YOUTH MUSICAL will be available, Sundays, March 19 th
and 26th before and after church in the West Clifton hallway, or in the LCC
office during the week.
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A Ministry to Serve
COMMUNITY MEAL
THURSDAY, MARCH 2nd
We had 52 guests at our February meal. Thank you to all the volunteers that
came to help. Many hands make the work load light!! And a special thank
you to Frank
and Jennifer Schwelik for scrubbing the pans! Our next meal is
March 2nd. The sign-up sheet to volunteer is in the West Clifton hallway.
☺ Lori Waddell

LCC HUNGER MINISTRY
The first Sunday of each month is “Hunger Sunday.” Food may be left in the church office or in the
baskets located in the West Clifton entrance. Envelopes for cash or check contributions will be in the
Worship Bulletin. All food donations are given to Lakewood Community Services Center, along with
excess cash contributions after paying the expenses associated with our own “Community Meals.”
Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”
“Just as you do this for members of my family, you do it to me.”

Matthew 25: 35, 40

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
LCC with
Haynes Nursery School
donated 9 bags of food
in February to
Lakewood Community
Services Center!

HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES
This year again the Children’s Offerings each Sunday will continue to support Heifer
International, an organization that helps people in need by providing them with
farm animals, trees, water, and other necessities to sustain their lives and become
self-sufficient.
Your box of Offertory Envelopes is available on the table underneath the FF bulletin
board in the West Clifton hallway. When you use these envelopes, please be sure
to put your child’s name on the back so we can add this contribution to your
Family’s Pledge for the year. Also, this gives your child a chance to feel good
about giving, when he/she puts the envelope in the Miracle Jar each Sunday.

2016-2017 Faith Formation Registrations Forms should be completed and returned to the basket
underneath the FF bulletin board in the West Clifton hallway ASAP. This is our way to have necessary
information about your child to help us guide his/her Faith Journey moreth successfully.
BTW, these forms are required for all children: Infant (Nursery)-12 grade.
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Children and Family Ministries

Patti Komperda

SUNDAY, MARCH 5th
WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES
HUNGER SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION
Worship for ALL Ages (WFAA) is the first Sunday of each
month. This is a time when we can worship together as a
church family. It is also Hunger, Communion and Birthday
Sunday.
Sunday, March 5thwill be our next WFAA. Following our
worship, we will gather in the Parlor to celebrate March
birthdays.
Our Worship and Faith Formation Teams are working to
make the WFAA a more multi-generational worship
experience. Please let Patti K. know if you notice any
changes in the worship format and how you feel about them.

Psalm 113: 3 - From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised
Our Faith-Journey scripture this year is taken from Psalm 113:3.
Our intent is to begin and end each day with hope, love, and excitement for all of our blessings.
We have been experiencing awesome sunrises and sunsets, especially for this time of the year.
Allow yourself to say an “AMEN” when you experience one,
remembering our responsibility as stewards of this beautiful planet.

Faith Formation in March
Throughout the month of March, we will be using The Parables of Jesus as an alternative
curriculum to our lectionary-based Seasons of the Spirit, because these lessons will tie-in
so well with the Youth Musical, Godspell. We hope this will make their participation
in/or viewing of the Musical more meaningful to children of all ages!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017
Hero Central—Discover Your Strength in God
VBS will begin at 9:30am on Monday, June 26 and run
through noon on Friday, June 30, 2017!
Our program is open to all children ages 4-11.
Registration Forms can be found on our LCC website or on
the table below the Faith Formation bulletin board in the
West Clifton hallway.
The cost is $25 per participant, which includes a Hero
Central tee-shirt and CD! (There is a family cap of $60.)
Teens and Adults:
Reserve the time so you can help us that week!
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION TEAM
will meet next on Monday, May 8th at 7:15 p.m.
in the Parlor to plan for VBS.
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Youth Group

Sarah & Mike Banyasz
Middle and High School Youth Groups

As always, the kids should follow their (or their parents’) emails for the most updated information.
Youth Groups (usually) will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays: Middle School from 5:00-6:15 pm and High
School from 6:30-7:45 pm, although some events may be planned other than these nights.
Our February 26th meetings were cancelled due to the work for the SAVERS fundraiser the Saturday
before.
Our next Gathering will be a rock-climbing experience on March 12th. If you have not RSVP’d to Sarah,
do so, ASAP!

Our next worship at
Eliza Jennings Nursing Home will be on
Sunday, March 12th, as we focus on sharing scripture and hymns that are
part of our Lenten journey. Special thanks to David Sangree, who joined
us at our last worship.
We meet at 9:50 am in the Youth Room to organize, and anyone is
welcome to come along and be a part of this worship; adult drivers are
always needed!
Note: Our April EJ worship date has been changed to Sunday, April 23rd.

MISSION TRIP 2017
THANKS for your support of the Youth TACO Lunch that preceded the
Congregational Meeting! Over $400 was added to the Youth Mission Trip fund!
We are waiting for our profit amount from the SAVERS fundraiser. How many
pounds do YOU think we had? Put your guess in the jar located in the back of
the Sanctuary, with $1, and if your guess is correct, you will win an exciting
mystery prize!

UPCOMING YOUTH FUNDRAISERS
To help defray the cost of the Mission Trip to DC, please help support the
upcoming Youth Fundraisers:
1. BRUNCH on Sunday, March 12th at the Beach Cliff Tavern, located at
19245 Detroit Rd in Rocky River from 11:00 am-2:00 pm. A percentage of
your bill will come back to LCC! Details and sign-up sheet is on the West
Clifton hallway bulletin board. Please mention LCC Youth and you will be
seated in a special section!
2. PIZZA at Angelo’s located at 13715 Madison
Avenue/216-221-0440 from
11:00 am-midnight on Thursday, April 6th. Say Lakewood Congregational
Church when you place your order, dine-in, take-out, or delivery and 20%
of your bill will go to LCC Youth! How can you pass that up….Tell friends
and other family members!
3. BayArts presents: The City Pool and People at Church:
Original drawings by our own Liz Maugans, for sale from
March 10th—April 1st. 40% of each sale goes to this summer’s
Youth Mission Trip. All drawings are $25.
Open reception: March 10th, 7-9 p.m.

P  7

T C 

In and Around LCC
CONFIRMATION CLASS 2017
We have 10 teens participating in our Confirmation program this year.
Please be sure to follow your Confirmation Schedule for class
and field trip
times. Our next classes with Mark will be Sundays March 12th and 19th at
9:00 am in the Library! Also, we will be experiencing the effects of Religion
on Art with Karen Wagner on Sunday, March 19th from noon-2:30 pm. Bring a
bag lunch and we can eat and share the upcoming “field trip” together in
the Youth Room before we leave LCC at noon. Drivers are needed, and
parents/families are welcome to join us.
We hope Confirmands and their families will attend the March 1st Ash
Wednesday Gathering starting at 6:00 pm in the Social Hall with a
Potluck Soup Dinner, followed by our IMMERSE YOURSELF Lenten walk,
and ending in prayer and ashes in the Sanctuary at 7:25pm.

PAVER BRICKS
Our Centennial Garden, located near the West Clifton entrance
to the church, was created for the 100th Birthday of Lakewood
Congregational Church
Every year, paver bricks have been added to the Garden; take a
look through it and you will recognize many familiar names and
also learn a little about the history of LCC from them. The cost of
a 4 inch x 8 inch brick is $50 and an 8inch x 8 inch brick is $100.
Order Forms can be found on the LCC website or in the LCC
office. Unsure of what to say, ask Patti K for help. They have
been given in memory of, to celebrate the birth or marriage of,
birthdays, favorite scriptures, anniversaries, or any other
significant life event.
Orders must be received by June 1, 2017.

God in Our Lives
Special thanks to Bill Fraunfelder for sharing
his Faith Journey with us on February 22nd.

Lenten Devotionals
If you could not attend the Ash Wednesday Gathering,
you can still get a Lenten Devotional entitled Diving
Lessons. They are located on the back table of the
Sanctuary.
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In and Around LCC
INTRODUCTION
Greetings, gentle soul,
I want to thank you for committing to an ongoing Sacred Conversation on Race, and for your willingness
to enter into this particular aspect of the conversation that focuses attention on White Privilege in its
manifestations and impact.
We don’t’ promote that this will be easy to discuss. It will challenge basic assumptions about race that
help white communities maintain a system of privilege that, while prevalent, often go unnoticed by even
the best-intentioned of white advocates for justice. Nonetheless, the work we do to deepen our awareness
of how privilege is made manifest, and the commensurate work of unmasking and dismantling that
privilege, is among the most important work we white leaders can commit to.
Be open to the challenges that will come. Promise to come to these conversations with open hearts and
open minds. Commit to new insights that will lead to new alignments.
One the pernicious and enduring characteristics of privilege is that even whites who long ago became
aware of the endemic racism in America, and who challenged themselves to grow beyond their racist
pasts, are yet still recipients of privileges that give them enormous economic advantages. Even more
insidious is that some of the most committed white allies for racial equality remain largely unaware of
the countless ways that privilege manifests itself daily in their lives.
This curriculum is a concerted effort to enable allies to see with new eyes how privilege works. It aims
to illuminate how white people in America, at every economic stratum and in a myriad of ways, receive
privileged consideration simply because they are white.
It offers the promise and the possibility that those who commit to engaging in this dialogue can develop
consequences. It is presented in the hope that such awareness, both in the individuals who participate in
the curriculum and in the larger communities of which they are a part, will lead to more sophisticated and
more impactful commitments to reducing the ongoing impact of white privilege as a means of distributing
wealth and power.
It is important that some things be understood up front.
First, this is but another step in an ongoing commitment to engage in Sacred Conversations on Race. It is
not the end of any journey, and it is certainly far from the beginning. It is merely the next step. That is
important to understand, because the focus of this work is somewhat narrow. If seen as an attempt to
finish something completely, it will fail.
Its narrow focus is on White Privilege as seen through the lens of Black/White divisions in America. Other
material is promised in time that will delve into how privilege is filtered through the lenses of other
disadvantaged communities: Indigenous American populations; Latino/a communities; Immigrant and
refugee populations; the LGBTQ community; female and womanist perspectives; those differently abled.
We made the choice to focus on one aspect of a conversation on privilege that is crucial on our journey
to racial equality knowing it could not complete the discussion. It is our hope and our commitment that
future material will enable us to continue this conversations further.
Second, this material should not be used as a means for white allies to address questions related to what
whites can do to create racial equality. The work of unmasking and dismantling privilege is important,
and requires that whites everywhere learn to spot privilege when and where it exists. But no one using
this material should see it as a means of achieving racial equality.
It is more appropriate to see this material as a means of reducing the impact of whiteness as a social
construct, for it is the privilege that emanates from the deployment of that construct that is the greatest
impediment to racial equality America knows today. White participants should know up front that the hope
here is not that we as whites be relied upon to resolve racial injustice and inequality, but that we commit
to reducing the impact our white privilege has on creating that injustice and inequity.
Jesus said “Let those who have eyes to see, see.”
Third, the fundamental work to be done here is to focus on seeing. Jesus said “Let those who have eyes to
see, see.” This is not as easy as it sounds-the simple and hard truth is that most whites move through their
days with a very deep denial, or at least a very shallow awareness, of how their privilege works. If you are
a person of color in America, the seeing of privilege is inescapable. If you are white, you have mostly likely
not been conditioned to even look for, much less see, where your privilege functions.
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In and Around LCC
INTRODUCTION (cont’d)
If there is one thing this curriculum seeks to challenge white participants to commit to, it is seeing.
Ask yourself every day this simple questions: “What do I see?”
Begin to filter all your experiences through the lens of race. For whites, that not only sounds challenging-it
sounds ridiculously unjust. After all, aren’t we trying to reduce the impact of race? Isn’t our goal NOT to
filter things through the lens of race?
If you are a person of color, you know that there is not a day that goes by where you are afforded the
luxury of NOT filtering your experience through the lens of race. White people in America don’t have to
do that, and will find it difficult to begin thinking that way. It is NOT seeing things through the lens of
race that makes privilege invisible to whites.
Begin seeing. Be open to knowing what things happened or don’t happen because you are white. It will
feel awkward, disruptive, and disorienting-until it stops feeling that way. Only then will you begin to
understand what people of color have endured their whole lives: an experience of living in a cesspool of
racial overtones that diminishes their capacity to pursue fully their pathways to happy and fulfilling lives.
Fourth, the work by whites to understand white privilege is more than the work of justice: it is the work
of spiritual healing.
The truth is, the mental and spiritual health of even the oppressors is badly affected by the work of
supporting or maintaining systems of injustice that privilege them financially, economically, and
otherwise. One of America’s lingering realities is the processed grief, shame, fear, anger, and guilt of
living in a culture of racial inequality. It is a heavy price we pay to maintain our silence in the face of
such evil, no matter what benefits we accrue because of it. Every brown and black body we see can
trigger that guilt, shame, and fear.
It is far past time that we admit that and commit not just to the work of justice, but to the work of
healing our own spiritual wounds and the wounds of our ancestors.
Again, thank you each and all for committing to this stage of a journey we all hope takes us down
new pathways to racial equality. Hang in there for what promises to be a challenging, engaging, and
enlightening experience. Your commitment to participate in this aspect of our Sacred Conversations
deepens the collective hope that we can create Shalom and contribute to building the Beloved
Community of which Dr. King dreamed.
Know that you are not in this alone. You are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses, including the many
who have gone before us and committed themselves to social transformation. On their shoulders we
stand, and by their courage we are inspired.
Rev. John Dorhauer
General Minister and President
United Church of Christ
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In and Around LCC
VISIONING AND PLANNING AT LCC
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young will see visions,
your old will dream dreams.
Acts 2:17
At our recent Annual Meeting, we announced that we will undertake a Visioning and Planning process over
the next several months. This promises to be an exciting time for our congregation.
Our objective is to engage all of us, along with our outside constituents, in planning for our future. We
will examine what we do well and what our hopes are for our future. Our goal will be to come away with
a vision for the next five years. We will achieve this by - doing a mission and values audit, inventorying
our assets and determining what resources we will need to get us where we want to go. We will also be
designing our church profile and reviewing our staffing model to be sure it supports the mission and
vision of LCC.
We have retained the services of a consultant and facilitator, Leslie Yerkes, from Catalyst Consulting.
Leslie has worked with the United Church of Christ Funds for many years, as well as with other churches
with processes similar to ours. She also has worked with the City of Lakewood and the Lakewood City
Schools and a host of corporate clients. The Executive Team felt she was a good fit for our needs.
We need to hear everyone’s voices in this process. We are asking for an investment of your time to ensure
our success. We have scheduled three sessions and encourage you to attend as many as you are able. All
sessions will take place in the Social Hall.
Saturday, March 18 9:00 am – 1:00 pm Affirming Our Church Experience
Saturday, April 29 9:00 am – 1:00 pm Casting Our Vision for the Future
Sunday, May 21 11:30 am – 1:30 pm (Lunch will be served) A Call for Leadership
Please sign up at the table in the West Clifton Lobby on Sundays. You can also contact the church office
and let them know you plan to participate. Childcare will be available at all sessions. Youth also are
encouraged to participate.
The visioning process will help us to sustain our health as a congregation, It also will allow us to take care
of ourselves so that we may have the capacity to take care of others. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact Rev. Mark Thomas, a member of the Executive Team or a member of the Visioning
Steering Team.
In Christ’s Name,
The Visioning Steering Team: Sandie King, Peter Kuhn, Liz Maugans, Rev. Mark Thomas,
David Sangree, Jennifer Schwelik, Vicki Smigelski and Karen Wagner
The Executive Team: Greg Wereb, Liz Spahr, Michael Komperda, David Mechenbier,
Scott Suttell, Christy Gray and Judy Foote
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In and Around LCC
CALLING ALL READERS!
Come to Adventures in Reading
(LCC book club)
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

The
Boys
in the
Boat

Tuesday, March 14th
12:30 p.m.
Westlake Porter Library
27333 Center Ridge Rd.
(440) 871-2600

Are you ready for a mystery?
Kathy MacDougall will lead the review and discussion of The Boys in the Boat © 2013, by Daniel Brown.
Out of the depths of the Depression comes this true and irresistible story about the American Olympic eight
oar crew team triumph in Nazi Germany. The University of Washington’s crew team (sons of loggers,
shipyard workers, and farmers) showed the world what beating the odds really meant. They defeated elite
rivals from California and eastern schools to earn the right to compete against the German crew rowing for
Adolf Hitler in the 1936 Olympic games in Berlin. The individual stories of these young men are almost as
compelling as the rise of the team itself, but the emotional heart of the story lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager
who rows to regain his self regard and find a real place for himself in the world.

All are welcome to join us!
We have a meeting room reserved just for us. Bring your lunch and be ready to start at 12:30 p.m. for food,
friendship and discussion. Remember to read the book! Sign up on the West Clifton bulletin board or call
the church office at 216-221-9555.
Looking ahead to April:
Our book for discussion will be The Turner House © 2015 by Angela Flournoy.
The Adult Faith Formation Team has begun, with you,

Our Sacred Conversation about Race
Many of our members/visitors
commented about the impact of the Joy DeGruy grocery store video/
Mark’s February 12th sermon and our sermon from Pastor Alan Dicken on February 26th. Well, as the
Carpenters would say, “We’ve Only Just Begun”…to explore, to question, to discuss, and to reflect.
Within this March Columns, you will read the Introduction which is the beginning of the UCC-developed
curriculum entitled White Privilege, Let’s thTalk, portions of which we will be using in our three
Tuesday evening sessions will be: March 7 led by Reverend Mark: “A
Spiritual Autobiography” written
st
by John Dorhauer, General Minister
and
President
of
UCC;
March
21
led
by Patti K: Whiteness as the
Norm-Personal Biases; and April 4th led by Vance Awa: A continuation of Whiteness as the Norm through Art and other Mediums. These evening sessions are intended to not only inform, but to help
you reflect on your own biases, discriminations, and prejudices and what impact they may have,
intentionally or UNINTENTIONALLY, on people of color in our neighborhoods, cities, and country. The
goal is NOT to blame, finger-point, intimidate, embarrass, judge, or fix; rather, we hope this will
begin an important path of your Faith Journey that each of us can explore together.
Each session can stand alone and will run from 7:00-8:30pm in the LCC Parlor.
Also note, LOTS of Resources have been made available to preschoolers-Adults to help inform you
about this topic. Look through the selection on the shelves in the West Clifton hallway and please
feel free to sign them out!
Look for more details to come…Questions? Seek out Mark, Patti K, or Vicki Smigelski.
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In and Around LCC
Hello from Haynes!
Boy this year certainly has been flying by. We have been busy with our newest and
youngest 3 year old students who began in January. They are adjusting well to their
new routine and having fun with their new friends.
Haynes was recently been recognized by the State of Ohio as an "Ohio Healthy
Program." The Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association created Ohio
Healthy Programs in response to the growing concern surrounding childhood
obesity at both state and national levels. Ohio Healthy Programs is funded by the
Ohio Department of Health and in part by a cooperative agreement with the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The project offers early care and
education programs the opportunity to earn recognition as an Ohio Healthy
Program. Steps toward this designation include: attending Ohio approved
professional development which uses the Healthy Children, Healthy Curriculum,
implementing a wellness policy, improving menus and engaging families. We have
successfully completed the 10 hour course requirement as well as implemented a new policy in our parent handbook. We will coordinate healthy eating habits in to our every day
lessons. We are honored to be named with this recognition.
We recently concluded our speech and hearing screening for families that were interested. Easter Seals
always does a great job with screening our students and we are always grateful for them to come to us
each year.
We celebrated our fathers (or any special person our student chose) on February 21 & 23 with our
annual Popcorn with Pop. Our students prepared a special night out at school and it was a good time
for everyone!
In March we will have Cleveland Metro parks join us for some additional enrichment for our students.
They will present a lesson on how plants grow, just in time for Spring...we hope!
Our rosters are full for next fall already. I anticipate another very successful year for Haynes!
Looking forward to Spring,
Alison Yonkers, Director
216-256-1578
www.haynesnurseryschool.com

HAYNES MALLEY’S EASTER CANDY FUNDRAISER
We hope LCC members will consider joining Haynes Nursery School in their Malley’s Easter
Candy fundraiser. Online orders over $60 will be shipped directly to your home.
Last day for paper order forms is March 17th.
Last day for online order is April 10th.
(Please consider online ordering)
Please read the order form carefully and be sure to check all item totals. Candy will be
delivered prior to Easter.
Monies raiser will be used to purchase new toys and classroom materials.
Thank you so much for supporting Haynes Nursery School!
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In and Around LCC
MARTHA’S TABLE
Martha’s Table delivers meals to families who have a life event such as
the birth of a new baby, an illness, or the death of a family member. If
you are in need of a meal, please call the church office (216-221-9555)
with your request. The Martha’s Table team will accommodate your
dietary needs and will deliver the meal as arranged with your family.
Martha’s Table team members have the responsibility of preparing a
casserole or dessert for the Martha’s Table reserve. Team members also
volunteer to deliver meals as they are available. If you are on the
Martha’s Table Team or interested in participating as a team member, please join us in the LCC Library right
after the service on Sunday, March 26. If you have questions about Martha’s Table, please see one of the
Team Captains, Jennifer Schwelik or Lisa Smith.

LCC PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer Request Cards can be found on the table in the back of the
Sanctuary or you can call the church office if you, or someone you love,
is in need of prayer. If you would like to become a link on our LCC Prayer
Chain along with Chiquita Matthews, Ellen Tudron, Kathy MacDougall,
Barb Meggas, Robert Wenz, Vicki Smigelski, Muriel Campbell, Nancy
Gibbs, Charlotte Brown, Alicia Fortenbaugh, Marinika Beaver, Patti Dobro,
Mark Thomas, and Patti Komperda; let Patti K know and we will gladly
add you to our list!

SECOND SATURDAY—MARCH 11th
We gather on Saturday, March 11th at 9 a.m. in the Parlor for an
hour of conversation, reflection and prayer. Women of all ages are
invited. Take some time to connect with your church family.

LCC Boomer Gals
….if you were born between 1946 and 1964 (+ or -), you are
officially a Baby Boomer…If you are female, you are invited to
become an LCC Boomer Gal!
We enjoyed a great dinner at Sweet Melissa’s in Rocky River on
February 27th and will watch a movie at LCC on March 27th
starting at 7 p.m. Bring a snack to share and your own
beverage. Debi Kasper will take movie suggestions.
Questions/Suggestions? Contact Debi Kasper.

Undie sundays
Thanks to everyone that contributed to our Undie Sundays campaign
in January. We were able to donate ouver 100 pairs of socks and
over 40 t-shirts and underwear to Family Promise. They were very
appreciative. A simple thing like clean socks and underwear makes
such a difference to someone experiencing homelessness.
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March 1

March 2
March 3
March 7
March 11
March 13
March 14
March 15
March 16
March
March
March
March
March
March

17
19
22
23
25
26

March
March
March
March

27
28
30
31

Dale Spooner
Darren Toms
Cathy Spicer
Kelly Amen
David Kasper
Dan Smigelski
Robert Richardson
Cameron Wereb
Scott Richardson
Jacqueline Reasor
Mike Banyasz
Nathan Forte
Patrick Mechenbier
Lee Mechenbier
Amy Swatsky
Max Toms-Snodgrass
Noah Hamrick
Joe Schleckman
Isla Bender
David Ragone
Joe Mechenbier
Karen Forte
Matt Forte
Mary Jane Cariens
Michael Mizen
Sandra Garcia
Simon Bentrott
Eric Kwiatkowski
Peter Schleckman
Eva D’Amico
Karen Wagner

“Spring Ahead”
1 hour
Sunday, March 12th

March 15
Steve & Sally Hotchkiss

March 23
Mike & Kay Galloway

WELCOME, JUDY FOOTE
New Executive Team member
Nurture & Growth Ministries
Judy is very involved in the Chancel Choir, Children’s
Faith Formation Team, and the Creative Arts Ministry
Team. She leads the preschool VBS program during the
summer and has created an Artist/Literacy Camp for
4 year olds that runs for two weeks (Eastside/
Westside) in Lakewood also during the summer.

2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
6-8pm Ash
Wednesday
Gathering
8pm Chancel
Choir

5
New Member Sunday
9:15 am Chancel Choir
10:00 am: Worship for All
Ages — Sanctuary
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
11 am—Youth Band &
Choir— Music Room
12:00pm—Youth Musical
Rehearsal
1pm Herdman baptism and
reception

12

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
BEGINS
9:00 am Confirmation Class
9:15 am Chancel Choir
9:50 am Youth to Eliza
Jennings
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15am - FF Classes
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
11:00 am: Youth Choir &
Band—Music Room
11:15 –2pm Youth Brunch
Fundraiser—
Beachcliff Tavern
12:00 pm Youth Musical
Rehearsal

19

6

26

8

Fri
3

6pm Community Meal
6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor

9

9:00 pm: AA

10

8am Forum Meeting—
Parlor

7pm—Adult FF
Lenten
Program
Parlor

13

14

16

4
9am: Talent Show
Set-up
11am Funeral w/
fellowship
6pm Talent Show

11
9:00 am: Second
Saturday –
Parlor

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
9:00 pm: AA
6:45 pm Handbells
8pm Chancel Choir

15

Sat

17

10-6 Musical Set
building day

18
9-1pm
Visioning Meeting
—Social Hall

12:30pm
Adventures in
Reading— Porter
Library , Westlake

20

9:00 am Confirmation Class
9:15 am Chancel Choir
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15am - FF Classes
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
11:00 am: Youth Choir &
Band—Music Room
7:00 pm—
12-2:30pm Confirmation
Executive Team—
Class to Art Museum
Parlor
12:00 pm Youth Musical
Rehearsal—Social Hall
9:15 am Chancel Choir
10:00 am: Worship Sanctuary
10:15am - FF Classes
11:00 am: Fellowship
Hour—Parlor
11:00 am: Youth Choir &
Band—Music Room
12:00 pm Youth Musical
Rehearsal

7

Thu
2

27
6pm Boomer Gals
outing—check
e-mails for
details

21

7-8:30pm Adult FF
Lenten Program—
Parlor

28

7:30 pm:
City Music
6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
Concert—
6:45 pm Handbells
Sanctuary
8pm Chancel Choir

22

23

7:00 pm:
All Music Groups
Rehearsal—
Sanctuary

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor

29

30

24

25

9:00 pm: AA

6:30 pm: Tai Chi—Parlor
6:45 pm Handbells
8pm Chancel Choir

31

9:00 pm: AA

April 1

Lakewood Congregational Church
1375 West Clifton Boulevard
Lakewood OH 44107

STAFF:
Senior Minister
Mark Thomas
revmark@lcc-church.org
Interim Director of Music
Lloyd Max Bunker
lmaxbunker@aol.com
Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Patti Komperda
pjkompe@yahoo.com
Director of Children &
Youth Music
Noah Hamrick
noah@lcc-church.org
Youth Ministry Leaders
Sarah & Mike Banyasz
Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Patti Dobro
pattidobro@lcc-church.org
Pastor Emeritus
Lyman G. Farrar
Childcare
Jacqueline Reasor
Building and Property
Liz Spahr

HAYNES NURSERY SCHOOL
Alison Yonkers, Director
haynesnurseryschool@yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE TEAM:
Chair:

Greg Wereb

Vice-Chair: Liz Spahr
Moderator: Michael Komperda
Treasurer: David Mechenbier
Nurture and Growth Ministries:
Judy Foote
Welcoming Ministries:
Scott Suttell
Outreach Ministries: Christy Gray
Diaconate: Vicki Smigelski

SUNDAY WORSHIP:
NURSERY: Sunday, 9:50 a.m.
WORSHIP: Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
FAITH FORMATION: 10:15 a.m.
(Children start in worship and are
excused to attend classes at
Faith Formation time)
PHONE:
FAX:
WEBSITE:
E-MAIL:

216-221-9555
216-221-9088
www.lcc-church.org
lccstaff@lcc-church.org

SAVE THE DATE….
Circle your calendars now for the
Second Annual Progressive Dinner on Saturday, May 13th.
(The previously mentioned Vintage Window Auction
originally advertised with this event
has been postponed until Sunday, October 1st.)

